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AN EXPLANATION OF THE 


F RON T IS PI E CE. 


0 
b On the right, are Furies coming in with torches, chains, 
hand- cuffs, &c. &c. fignifying the attempts which have 
been made to deſtroy the freedom of our excellent con- 
4 ſtitution. But the figures are repreſented more particu- 
| larly as endeavouring to ſeize and burn the Bill of Rights 
and Magna Charta. Liberty, however, ſtanding on the 
fide of Mr. Wilkes, keeps them back with her wand, 
and points to her champion, as her protector and ſon. 
N Britannia, his other ſupporter, is in tears, lamenting the 
ſituation of her friend, and the aſſault of the Furies. 
In the front is a child, weeping over a medal, on which 
is engraven, a repreſentation of the murder of Mr. Clarke, 
at Brentford. In the diſtance, is a view of the King's- 
Bench priſon, with the ſoldiers under arms, as on the 
ever-memorable Tenth of May ; ; with a repreſentation 
of the three Scotch ſoldiers in purſuit of young Mr. 
| Allen. 
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F HE only motive which urges the Editor 

| 125 theſe papers to dedicate them to your 
ö Majeſty, is, the greatneſs of the ſubject on which 
they treat, and the manifeſt tendency they have to 
A promote thoſe principles of liberty which your 
Majeſty, as a Briton, and as a King who glories in 
| that name, has ever capournged and maintained. 


The W to your Majeſty a work ſo par- 
ticularly deſigned, as the following papers evi- 
dently are, to ſupport the principles of freedom 
and the ſpirit of a free conſtitution, cannot, it is 
| fail to be acceptable; and the more 
ſo, as theſe papers breathe throughout a juſt ſenſe 
of, and a ſincere reſpect for, the honour and dig- 
nity of your Majeſty's perſon and government. 
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Animated with the ſpirit: of. an Engliſhman, 5 
8 the author has dared to cenſure or approve ſuch 8 


meaſures juſt as they have either deſerved the con- F 
tempt or approbation of the people in general. 


He has ventured to aſſert the rights of an Eng- 

liſh ſubject, and to lay before the eyes of the 

| whole nation, the actions of a ſet of miniſters 

totally loft to all ſenſe of the public good, graip- 

ing after private intereſt and emolument, threaten- 

ing deſtruction and ſlavery to the ſtate, and glory- 
ug in the ſubverſion of all legal government. 


many attempts which have been made to deceive 

your | Majeſty ; ; to dreſs out fallhood in the garb 
of truth; and to alienate that affection which 
ever has, and ever will ſubſiſt between your Majeſty 


He laments, © 4 a juſt indignation, over the | 


and the people. 


He has exclaimed againſt ſuch 88 as 4 
unconſtitutional, baſe, and inſidious ; ; and has en- 
deavoured, at the ſame time (by holding up their * 
actions to public view) to reclaim them from their 
wicked courſes, and to ſhame them into the perfor- 
mance of thoſe dutics of their ſtation, which they 


have ſo long moſt unaccountably neglected. 


— 
© 
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of a free-born FOR | 


[ME 


He has taken every legal meaſure, both in his 


public and private capacity, to 1 the rights 


14 
4211 


He is now faffering under the moſt tedious and 


- harſh confinement, as a man fteady and immov- 


able in the cauſe of liberty. 


In all theſe different characters he has paid to 
your Majeſty that reſpect and duty, which becomes 
an honeſt, WES: and 125 Tubject. | 


Under his preſent afflicting 1 ks 
ſill remains, with the ſame warm zeal, a well- 
wither to your Majeſty and to the good of his 
country, unſupported by place, penſion, © or any 
emolument whatever. 


It has ever been his ambition to bring to ſtrict 
juſtice thoſe enemies of the conſtitution, who have 
employed every wicked and deteſtable practice to 
inſlave and oppreſs your people. 


| He has, of conſequence, been the object of their 
revenge, and the victim of their violence and arbi- 


rary power; and for many years has been repre- 


rebellious, 
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ſented to your Majeſty as diſaffected and even 


A — mann 


: 


. 
990 75, 


The Editor humbly hopes the following papers 

8 will convince your Majefty of the juſtneſs of that X 
cauſe in which the author of them is engaged ; 7 
and that whilſt thoſe who are his enemies con- | 
tinue to miſrepreſent him, in order to prevent + 
your Royal Favour being extended towards him, 
his own teſtimony of facts may have ſome weight, 
and incline your Majeſty to think of him as he is 


Dia man of abilities and merit. 


That your Majeſty may long reign in the full Y; 
enjoyment of an undiſturbed peace; in the h 
of your people; ; | and (as a Prince poſſeſſed 55 0 


H 


the moſt exalted ſentiments of virtue and religion) 


may you live equally feared abroad and e 
and beloved at home, is the ON wiſnh of 
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"Your + duriful, aſſe@ionate, 


N16 + | F And obedient dates, 


The EDITOR. 
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? Humbly inſcribed to JOHN WILKES, Eſq. 


DerkEss'D by the anxious crowd that murm'ring wait 
D With fix'd attention on their hero's fate 
Whilſt you, my friend, with manly wit beguile 1 ji 1 

Thoſe ſuff rings which diſgrace fair Freedom 8 ile; 

Whilſt you can chear the heart, diſpel its fear, 

And force a ſmile where guſh'd the tender tear; 

Can boaſt a patriot's right to Britiſh fame, 

And riſe ſuperior to the tyrant's aim ; 

Let malice threaten, ſtill purſue thy plan, 

The greateſt ſuff rer's now the greateſt man. 

Though penſion'd peers grow frantic at the name, 

Thy cauſe, and Liberty 8, are ſtill the ſame; 

Though B* * R, to wreak his vengeance o er the land, 
Send forth the troops to kill at his command; 
Though B**#* *****x, in orders molt profane, 
Give thanks to thoſe who had the guiltleſs lain ; 
Though M******#p, N#**#*#*y, N##**s exert their force, 
To turn the ſtream of juſtice from its courſe ; | 
GLYNN ſhall protect what candour muſt approve, 
And Truth and Dunning gain their country's love ; 


12288 
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| 
| 
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Say, when of late the nation's counci met, 

And fat in judgment on that culprit,” Wit; 

Say, was afronted, miniſters the cauſe 

That urg'd thoſe worthies to annul their laws? 
To vote their ſacred privilege away, 

And brand with infamy that fatal day! ? 

No —'twas the rankling fore at length burſt forth, 
And ſpread its baleful influence from the North. 
Each minion ſtalks a champion for the Thane, 


Ta cruſh the patriot who had. fix'd the ſtain: 
The ftain is fix d, the patriot is confin'd, 


Whoſe ſting remains to goad th' oppreſſor's mind. 
Guilt's always fetter'd, virtue's always free, 


A COURT S A GOAL DEPRIV.D OF LIBERTY. ., 


Sing next, my muſe, the dire conteſted fray, _ 
Where Harley dar d the dangers of the day; 
(Propitious day, | that could at once create 
A merchant-taylor councellor of ſtate 95 
A numerous multitude contrivd to meet, . 
And halloo FORTY-FIVE through every ſtreet; 
And (what's Webel ) were heard torx 
Theſe words ſeditious, — WILKES and LIBERTY. 

On lofty ſtandards i in the air did float 
Thoſe hieroglyphics, BOOT and PET TICOAT. 

Soon as their dreadful ſhouts accoſt the ear 

Of grocer knights, and traders in ſmall beer, 
Confounded and amaz'd, the Guildhall court 
Forget their cuſtard, and forſake their port ; 
Away, with ghaſtly looks, to Harley ran, | 

And thus in doleful plight, their diſmal tale began. 
« Moſt honour'd, moſt belov'd, thou beſt of men! 
« Behold thy ſuppliant court of Al DERMEN I 

% Behold them proſtrate on thy lordly floor! 

O fave us, for the danger's at our door ! 


= 
17 
: 1 


« Thy Tory-race no citizen but knows, 
« Thy friends and Tiberty's' muſt needs be foes.” 
His Lordſhip ſmil'd;” and gave th“ approving nod, 
Thrice ſhook his chain, thrice way'd his willow rod, 
Then cry'd, — * My brethren, courage is my fort, 
«© 'Twas that advanc'd my int'reſt with the court; 
„Il ſcourge the ſcoundrels ! PII RAO them hence; 
This love of Liberty's mere want of ſenſe. “. 
Then from his manſion ruſfi'd the val'rous chief, 
To ſerve his country, or to — take a thief; © 
But more reſolv'd to cruſh REBELLION'S root, 
And triumph o'er the PETTIEOAT and BOOT. A0 
In equal balance hung the fierce diſpute, 0 eie 
Between the war-like magiſtrate and 3o0O0 rr; 
The BooT and PETTICOAT at length gave way, «ded 
And now remain the trophies of the day. 1 
The PETTICOAT and BoorT, conſign'd to fame, 
Shall waft to lateſt times this hero's name.” 1 
So the ſpruce dunghil cock, elate with pride, 
Struts, crows and flutters by his lady's fide; 
But if, in ſearch' of food, he chance to tray, 
And meet ſome neighbour dunghil by the way, oh 
Cries, — Brother, brother, we are both to blame, 
Leave fighting to thoſe brutal cocks of game. 
Lo! from the huſtings, when the herald loud 
The candidates proclaim, the buzzing crowd 
| Rais'd every hand for thee, on thee they call, Lu 
And acclamation ſhook the trembling hall: oo 
But ſingly when they fneak'd to give their voice, | 
They baſely fear'd to juſtify their choice. eee, 
Bluſh, bluſh, ye Livery! hide the guilty gown! | 
Leſt BuTz and Slav'ry mark it for their own. | 
This vile diſgrace no city craft can cure, 
Th' indignant badge for ever muſt endure. 
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Not ſo the ſons of Freedom BRENT FORD boaſts, 
Alike their ſentiments, alike their toaſts; | | 
Unaw'd, uninfluenc'd by the powers above, 

They cyvusE the man their conſciences APPROVE 
Howe'er a Luttrell may have face to fit, | 
A WILKEs ſecures the greater number VET; 


Twelve hundred friends ſupports the noble cauſe, 


To try their power, and ſupport their laws ; 


Such matchleſs zeal, beyond example free, 
Shall eternize thy MIDDLESEX and Thee : 


Old Time ſhall change his ſickle for the rake, 


And ſpare the record for its country's ſake. 

Sick of thoſe plagues whom little folks call great, 
Thoſe Pa TAG ONIAN monſters of the ſtate, 

Whoſe vice betrays the fountain whence they ſpring, 
The certain ſpurious offspring of a K - - -. | 
Sick of all knaves and fools of either ſex, 

Whoſe flatt'ry nauſcates, or whoſe praiſes vex, 

For thee I ſeek, my friend, but ſeek in vain, 

Thou grand ſpecific for a ſickly brain ; 

Like thee no modern doctor has the ſkill 

To cure corrupted brothers of the quill, 

From learned Baker, down to Dock-root Hill. 


. : 
O! when, again, beneath that foſt'ring roof, | 


Where ſocial pleaſure never met reproof, 
Where joys convivial crown the feſtive board, 


And every ſon of LIBERTY's a LORD; 


Where laughter-loving friends a thouſand ways, 
Provoke to wit, or chaunt their roundelays ; 
Where goſpel-ſchiſm never yet had birth, 

Or politics, that enemy to mirth. 

O!] ſoon (tequeſter'd from theſe canker'd times, 
When candid truths are conſtru'd into crimes) 


Soon | 


oo? 


2 4 COD _ .— 1 —— CAA ES —— ta 
Soon may'ſt thou join thy long- expecting friends, 
Where firſt to meet thee ev'ry man contends. 

May thy good-natur'd wit, as uſual, flow, 

To prove what pleaſure genius can beſtow. 

Alas! in vain we wiſh thy quick return; 

In vain, thy half expir'd hard ſentence mourn. 

Yet hark!—methinks with more than mortal ſound, 
The goddeſs ſpreads this welcome news around : 

« I come ye Britons, by your king's command, 

« T” announce glad tidings thro' his native land.  * 
« Such Chriſtian virtue public bleſſings brings; 

«« Mercy's the great prerogative of kings} - 
«© Ceaſe then contention hence your hero's free, | 
5 I here proclaim the banns twixt Wilkes and Liberty!“ 
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Letter 
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5 Page 
ET TER from the Rev. Mr. John Douglaſs to Mr. 
Wilkes, reſpecting the prevalent report of his being 
the author of the Obſervations on the Spaniſh _. - 2 
Mr. Wilkes's anſwer thereto, — — 
Extract from the Monitor, No. 358, 3 
Ditto from No. 3 59, both concerning the above papers 10 
Obſervations on the papers relative to the rupture 
with Spain; in a letter from Mr. Wilkes to a friend in 


the country, — — — — 16 

A card from Mr. Secker to Mr. Wilkes, requeſting 

a meeting, — — — — 46 
Mr. Wilkes's card in anſwer thereto, — — 27 


A ſecond card from Mr. Secker to Mr. Wilkes, ap- 
pointing the hour he intended waiting on him, — ib. 
A letter from Lord Talbot to Mr. Wilkes, wherein 


he defires him either to avow or diſclaim being author 


of the North Briton, Number XLV. — — ib. 


Mr. Wilkes's anſwer thereto, — — 48 
Mr. Wilkes's ſecond letter to Lord Talbot, on the 
receipt of a letter directed to him : at Wincheſter in his 


abſence, = . — . — — ib. 


5 1 xiv % 


Letter from Lord Talbot to Mr. Wilkes, hinting at $ 
great things, — — * 
Mr. Wilkes's fatiefattory and ſufficient anſwer thereto 50 7 
Lord Talbot's mgr/y interrogation continued, — ib. 
| Mr. Wilkes's anſwer, and his indifference as to the 
_ conſequences reſulting from it, — — 61 
Letter from Mr. Wilkes to Col. Berkeley, appointing 
to meet him and Lord Talbot at Bagſhot, — — 52 


8 


Col. Berkeley's anfiver wy — — _ 
Letter from Mr. Wilkes to Earl Temple; giving a moſt 9 
EF pleaſant account of the duel between him and Lord 


f Thot, who, as the ſong ſays, 


To kill, and hurt, and wound, and ſlay [ 
A man of mickle might, 
Is what the gods forbid by day, 
: And he forbids by night. 
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Extract from the Auditor, Number XIX. reſpecting 

an infamous attack on the reputation of Mr. Wilkes, in 
a converſation ſaid to have paſſed between him and 
the ſon of Lord Bute, in a Rs oP at Win- 
cheſter, — — E ann — 60 
Mr. Wilkes's Letter te ths Rev. Dr. Burton, com- 

plaining of this falſe aſſertion, and deſiring that it might 


| 
| 


Extract from the North Briton relative to this affair, ib; 
A Dedication, prefixed to The F all of Mortimer.” 
a tragedy, written by Mr. Wilkes, _ 568 
An extract from Magna Charta — — 77 
| Warrant for the apprehending of the authors, printers, X 
and publiſhers of the North Briten, Number XLV. — 78 
9 8888.— A 


| be enquired into, and that the 1 em concerned be A 
| brought face to face, . e ee 64 £5 
| | | 1 

[ Dr. Burton's frivolous and evaſive anſwer, | — 64 

k 
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The verbal and wnconſtitutional orders given to the 
officers for entering into the houſe of Mr, Wilkes by 
virtue of the aforeſaid warrant, — — 79 
A motion made in the court of Common Pleas for a 
3 Habeas Corpus — granted, — — == ib. 
| Mr. Wilkes friends are refuſed admittance into his 
| houſe, by a pretended order from the Secretary of State, ib. 
On producing no egal authority, they enter without 


any farther queſtion, — — — ih, 
Mr. Wood, the Deputy e # State, demands 
the reaſon of ſuch forcible entry, 5 „ „ub. 


Notwithſtanding an Habeas Corpus was granted to Mr. 
Wilkes, he is committed to the Tower, — — 80 
No perſon whatever permitted to have acceſs to him, ib. 
Copy of the warrant for Mr. Wilkes's commitment 
to the Tower, — — — —81 
Orders iſſued by the Lieut. Cone of the Tower 


* reſpecting the deten ior of John Wilkes, Eſq. . — 82 


7 


Mr. Wilkes's ſpeech before the court of Common 
| Pleas, —— — 1 — 2383 

Mr. Wilkes remanded back to the 8 where 
his friends now were admitted without any diſpute — 84 
Lord Egremont's letter to Earl Temple, ſignifying | 
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Mr. Wilkes's letter to the Earls of Egremont and 
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De following obſervations on the Spaniſh Papers are 

| generally given to Mr. WILKES : the Pam- 
Phlet however was ANONymous, The two letters 
which paſſed between Dr. Douglas and Mr. 
Wilkes, as they relate to that point, are here 
inſerted. == | | 


To Colonel WILKES, 


S I R, 1 
g O U will excuſe the trouble I give you, becauſe it 
bh is on an affair of infinite concern to my character, 
and I think you have it in your power to do me 
juſtice. A report has been ſet about, that I am the author 
of the Obſervations on the Spanisn PAPERS, which, if it 


] gains credit, will be as prejudicial to my intereſt, as it is 
2 abſolutely unſupported by truth. Vou may pleaſe to re- 
member you told me in the park, the very day after the 
TO 8 pamphlet 
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pamphlet appeared, at you heard I had writ it. It is be- 
come neceſſary for me, by the advice of my moſt reſpectable 
friends, to trace this groundleſs ſtory to the fountain-head, 
and therefore I apply to you, begging you would recollect 
ho told you I was the author, that ſo I may be able effec- 
tually to ſtop the progreſs of a report, which if, at firſt, pro- 
pagated only wantonly, will, I fear, if not traced to its 
ſource, in the end, have the ſame bad effects, as if it had 
come from the moſt determined malice. 
amn SIX, 
Your. moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble ſervant, 


Half-moon-ſtreet, JOHN DOUGLASS. 


April 1, 1702. 


To the Rev. Mr. JOHN DOUGLASS, 


8: ER 
HAD the honour ir - your letter at Baſingſtoke i in my 
march to this place. When I was laſt in the fooliſh 


circle at the Smirna, the obſervations on the SPANISH Pa- 


PERS were talked of, and as you know the ſages there pre- 
tend to infinite ſagacity, they were generally given to you, 
though a few aſcribed them to Mauduit, the author of the 
famous conſiderations. I am entirely ſatisfied with your au- 
thentic aſſurances on this ſubject, and on every occaſion 
will contradict ſo groundleſs a report. There is not a man 


in this country who more honours your ſuperior literary 


abilities than I do, nor more warmly wiſhes, for the dig- 
nity of our church, to ſee them rewarded in an emi- 
nent and diſtinguiſhed manner. I ſhall be ſtrenuous in 
contradicting the report, oy ons, the author of the 

obſervations 
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powers; and if he is the unlucky Mauduit, he has over- 
> thrown all the merit he might with ſome derive from the 
FT conſiderations. I hope that your other friends will exert 
themſelves with the ſame zeal on this occaſion, as I aſſure 


vou T ſhall, for I am, with real regard, 


2 obſervations has no chance of favour from any of the preſent 
80 


S1 


Vour very humble ſervant, 


Wincheſter, 2 OHN WILKES. 
April 6, 1702. | 


The MoniToRs which follow are certainly not by the 


of what paſſed relative to this point in a very great aſſem- 
bly, and may ſerve to give ſome pleaſure, as well as ſatiſ- 
faction in the peruſal of them, it may not be amiſs to 
inſert them immediately before the OBSERVATIONS. 


| fame Hand; yet as they give a true and faithful account 


The MONITOR, Number 358. 


Auttoritatem nullam e nec fidem commentitiis rebus 
adjungere. Cc. I. 2. de divin. 


To the MONITOR), 
IS IN. 
EIN G called upon, in ſome Ri by the author of 
a pamphlet, intitled, A full expoſition of the obſerva- 
trons on the papers relative to the rupture with SPAIN ; and 


expoſition, 


5 
S drawn in, as a party concerned in the defence of thoſe ob- 
* ſervations, by an abuſive advertiſement at the end of that 
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expoſition, permit me to reply through the channel of your 
paper, by way of antidote againſt the malice and falſhood 
of a faction; whoſe abilities ſeem to be exerted in ways 
and means to expel virtue and public fpirit and to eſta- 
bliſh their authority by corruption and an undue influence. 

That ul exp2ition, conſcious of its own iniquitous in- 


tention, and the neceſſity to ſupport ſuch a cauſe with fal- 


lacy and falſhood, is introduced with an accuſation again{t 
the candour, common ſenſe, and integrity of the author of 


the ob/ervations, and with a declaration of its own diſem- 


barraſſed, upright, and unadulterated purity. But who- 
ever reads the following remarks, will have great reaſon to 
conclude, that this expgition is the corrupt offspring of ve- 
nality, court dependence, proſtitution, and falſhood. 

The author of the oh rvations on the papers relative to the 


rupture with SPAIN, having inſiſted upon the neceſſity of more 
papers than the m------ -y thought proper to lay before the 


public, in that caſe, and entered his diſlike to concealmeats, 
garblings, mutilations, &c. of any particulars, that might 
lead the nation into a more perfect idea of the motives, 
which at laſt determined England to break with Spain ; the 


full expoſition endeavours to explain away the truth and 


power of this argument, by roundly affirming, on a pre- 
tended authority in the dark, — That when theſe papers 


were produced by parliament, as all that were in reality 
« requiſite to the point in queſtion, a certain Right Hon. 

Gentleman further declared, That if any other were 

* thought neceſſary, the houſe would, upon a motion, be in- 

* dulged with them. — And then, with an air of triumph, 

cries out, — What ſay you now ?” 


Hark! you ſhall hear what can be aid, and. what can 


£ 25 be ſaid in truth. It was ſaid, I any particular paper neceſ- 


4 fary to the vindicatien * certain perſons be ſpec! rfcally moved 
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for it might be given. — What ſay vou now? — attend |— 
The information in the full expoſition is falſe. — And the 
Right Hon. Gentleman's real declaration was received, as 
a captious lber. with the contempt it deſerved; ſeeing * 
through its fallacy ; becauſe it had been poſitively refuſed 
to produce ALL the papers relative to the fix years nego- 
tiation, and thoſe papers were now declared to have no re- 
lation to the preſent rupture with Spain ; though he had 
been told before, that if a real enquiry was intended, the 
whole of the papers, during that period, muſt be laid be- 
fore the houſe. Beſides, the fallacy of that offer is further 
detected; as the Right Hon. Gentleman, who made it, 
very well knew, that the late miniſter could not mark out, 
nor call, in a parliamentary way, for a ſpecific paper, with 
the contents of which he had been intruſted before by his 
{---n, under the ſeal of ſecrecy. So that a deluſive offer 
was made of a thing he was certain could not be aſked 
for ; otherwiſe than under the general requeſt for the pa- 
pers relative to the fx years negotiation, which had been 
rejected. | | | 
The inſinuation that a publication of all the papers would 
have thrown more light upon the conduct of the preſent 
m. r, and turned out to the diſadvantage of Mr. PIT s 
is ſtretching the compliment from Mr. PiTT's ſucceſſors 
too far; for it is to inſinuate that they, ſelf-denying politi- 
cians, chuſe rather to hide their own perfections, than to 
diminiſh his credit with the nation: it is more rational to 
ſuppoſe, that they, who partially laid the garbled papers 
before the public, would have produced at any rate, that 
light, which would caſt any imputation of miſconduct on 
Mr. Prrr. And what confirms my belief that they can- 
not, is, becauſe they have not; but with excellent and 
impartial juſtice have produced thoſe not aſked for, and 
refuſed thoſe that were. 


ua 
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With the like candour 5 Full expoption inſinuates, That 
our late miniſter would be very backward to have the re- 
cords relative to our late Hanoverian and Pruſſian negotia- 
tions laid before p t. Thoſe ſacred records take 
their date from the treaty of Weſtminſter in the year 1756, 
made by that virtuous m------ r, Mr. PiTT's immediate 


predeceſſor in the ſecretary of ſtate's office. — Whatever 


was done at that epocha of the German war, &c. let thoſe 
anſwer for themſelves, who were at the helm; but fo far 
as the patriot miniſter was afterwards concerned, the pub- 
lication of thoſe facred records would tend only to encreafe 


his honour, and the good opinion in which he ſtands with 


his country. 


The calling for, and inſiſting upon ALL. the materials 
and ALL the evidence, both from papers and facts, on 
which Mr. P1TT's advice was founded, is ungenteely com- 
pared, * to the hacknied craft of an O/ Bailey offender, 
* who, in order to ſupply the want of preſent evidence, 
6 conſtantly endeavours to impoſe a belief upon the court, 
c that his moſt material witneſs is abſent.” — If this au- 
thor had been ever fo well verſed, even as a practicer in the 
Old Bailey buſineſs, ſurely he would not contend that evi- 
dence on the trial of the worſt of criminals, is to be laid 
only on one fide, ſo as to try, judge, and condema upon it. 
Yet this is the plea they would ſupport, who refuſe thoſe 
papers which are neceſſary to prove the wiſdom of that 
written advice, delivered by Lord TEMPLE and Mr. Pr: 
for this advice could not be founded on what followed, Mr. 
PiTT having nothing to do with the correſpondence ſubſe- 
quent to his expulſion ; and the whole evidence on Mr. 
PiTT's behalf is ſuppreſſed, except an extract of. only one 


of his letters. 
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It is at laſt confeſſed, that ſome rea/ papers were omitted 
in the collection laid before parliament. But then the full 
expofition inſiſts, that there was no criminality in their con- 


cealment; and thoſe concealed papers (which contained 


three claims made by Spain) were not relative to the pre- 
ſent rupture with that nation. Ridiculous ! was not the 
intention of Spain ſufficiently manifeſted in the memorial 
of thoſe claims ? Were not thoſe claims declared by France 
to be the ſeed of a new war, in which ſhe would be obli- 
ged to take a ſhare with Spain? Was it poſſible to make a 
good peace by granting thoſe claims? Was there any way 
to ſecure ourſelves from the bad conſequences of thoſe 
claims, but by a due exertion of our ſtrength ? Well then: 
ALL the papers relative to thoſe claims, &c. ought to have 
been produced. For, the reaſon for calling for thoſe pa- 
pers was to ſhew, why the Engliſh broke with the court 


of Spain; and had the previous papers been communicated, 


the advice to break with that nation ſooner would be juſ- 
tified. But this is the caſe, they who garbled, &c. the 
papers labour to conceal; and the author is driven to the 
neceſſity to admit the truth of Mr. Wall's complaint, 
« That his Catholic Majeſty never could obtain an anſwer 
« from the Britiſh miniſtry, to any memorial or paper dur- 
ing that time;” though Lord Egremont has confronted 
and confuted that miniſterial lie, in his reply thereunto 
publiſhed amongſt the papers relative to the rupture with 
Spain. 5 


However, Mr. P1TT, the object of ſome people's envy 
and malice, is to be found guilty of miniſterial negligence, 
of not writing one ſyllable to Lord Briſtol, from July the 
28th to October the 5th, the date of his reſignation. — 


Such are the ſhifts men are reduced unto when they deviate 


from truth ! here indeed appears a great chaſm in Mr. 
PIiTT's 
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PiTT's correſpondence with the Britiſh miniſter at Ma- 
drid, ſhould it depend upon the conception of the public : 
but it will be eaſy to demonſtrate, that this impeachment 


of Mr. PiTT's diligence is a meer deception, infinuated to 


delude the world. For, by the diſpatch of July the 28th 
Lord Briſtol was ordered to aſk, whether the crown of 
Spain avowed the contents of the memorial preſented by 


| Buſſy, and to demand a categorical anſwer, as to the final 


5 


intentions of Spain. As ſoon as that anſwer arrived, the 
WRITTEN ADVICE to recal Lord Briſtol was given. The 
conſequences of which are ſo well known, that they will 
acquit Mr. PiTT from that miniſterial negligence which 
his enemies endeavour in vain to fix upon him, but which 
will for ever reſt elſewhere. 

The full expoſition treats the concealment of Mr. Stan- 


ley's intelligence with an air of ridicule, and as merely 


chimerical, where imagination is to ſupply the deficiency 


of proof. But let me alk this wiſeacre, Dare he aſſert that 


. | . 2 . . NS 
there was no intelligence tranſmitted from Paris concerning 


the Family Compact ? — That is more than he will ven- | 


ture to aſſert. k 
In regard to. Lord TEMPLE, is it not true that noble 
peer, after having recommended unanimity in the ſtrongeſt 


terms, declared, That he would make but one obſervation 


upon all that had been faid relative to the Family Compact, 
viz. that it was allowed to have been ſigned in Auguſt, ra- 
tied in the firſt week in September, and the written advice 
was given and dated on the 18th of the fame. month. 
In order to bring this obſeryation to ſerve a particular 


turn, the author of the fu// expoition enumerates a variety of 


aſſertions, which he aſcribes to that noble peer. But though 
many of the particulars there mentioned may be true in 
fact, are they not all falſe when repreſented as coming 

from 
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from Lord TRMPBLE'Ss mouth? As for inſtance, it is 
alledged, That a noble perſon challenged Lord TEMPLE 
in the houſe to produce his intelligence about the Family; 
Compact, and wiſhed that he knew where it was to be 
found, that he might be an advocate with the King to lay 
it before the houſe; whereas the truth of the fact is ſaid 
to be only this, that noble perſon did indeed aſſert, that 
there was no intelligence of ſuch a fact fo conſtituted at 
that time. To which Lord Temple replied, © There was 

intelligence of the higheſt moment relative to thoſe mat- 
ters at that time; that he was not at liberty to publiſh it, 
but would refreſh his Lordſhip's memory in private; 
which he accordingly did, What now is become of the 
challenge? As for the other fact, ſomething of that ſort 
did paſs, not at this time, but upon a former occaſion, 
when that noble perſon ſaid, he would aſk the King's per- 
miſſion for all the Lords of the cabinet to be at liberty 
to declare all that paſſed at the ſeveral councils. But why 
has not that noble perſon aſked ſuch permiſſion ? 

Having thus traced and pointed out the numerous falſe- 
hoods and lying inventions contained in the firſt twenty- 
five pages of the full expoſition, there ſtill appears the more 
reaſon and ſolid grounds to lament the concealment, &c. 
of ſuch papers relative to the rupture with Spain, which 
have not been produced; to ſuſpect the iniquitous inten- 
tions for that concealment, and to believe, That a jusT 
and NECESSARY cauſe for an immediate rupture with Spain 
exiſted at the time of a certain reſignation. 
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HE. author of the full expyition, having entrenched 
himſelf deeply in the dark caverns of falſhood, and 
armed himſelf with the poiſonous weapons of envy, ma- 
lice, and calumny, pretends to decide the point in debate, 
againſt the written advice, by exhibiting a fair ſtate of the 
diſputes between England and Spain, at the time Mr. Pi r 

reſigned the ſeals. | 
For this purpoſe, he begins with an expoſition of the 
claims made by Spain with regard to the fiſhery, prizes, 


and our ſettlements upon the logwood coaſts ; which he 


rejects as an inſufficient and unjuſtifiable cauſe for our de- 


claring war againſt Spain. Becauſe, ſays he, it was a more 


proper object of negotiation ; and it had never been conſi- 
dered in that hoſtile light during Mr. P1TT's adminiſtra- 
tion. Here it is attempted to form an argument, which, 
granted either in the affirmative or negative, might be 
concluſive againſt the written advice. For if thoſe claims 
were a juſtifiable foundation for a rupture with Spain, why 
was that rupture poſtponed by Mr. PiTtT? If they were 
of ſuch a nature as to juſtify a tame acquieſcence for thoſe 
years, then the written advice was precipitate and bad. 
But this ſerves only to lead us into a more full illuſtra- 
tion of this affair. We muſt firſt ſeparate thoſe claims, 


by which it will appear that, allowing the fiſhery and 


logwood to be of .a long ſtanding, the claim of prizes, 


taken in a counterband trade by the Britiſh flag, during 
this 
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this war, was entirely verse, and of an hoſtile nature; treat- 
ing the captors as pyrates, and the laws of our admiralty 


+ with contempt and reproach ; and opening a way to in- 


volve this nation in endleſs difputes with every power, 
whoſe ſhips had been ſeized on the like account. Which 
new claim, and the manner of preventing it, with the 
others, by an agent of an enemy with whom we were in 
actual war, and who expreſly adopted the intereſt of Spain, 
as a condition, which ſhould leave France always at liberty 
to break that peace, then under negotiation ; will for ever 
juſtify the exertion of that laudable ſpirit which appeared 
in the written advice, and acquit Mr. PI r of miſconduct 
for paſſively poſtponing a rupture till that juncture, when 
he diſcovered, that Spain was determined to break with 
Great-Britain, as ſoon as it ſhould ſuit her own conveniency. 

That Spain did, for ſeveral years, by her partiality to- 
wards France, and by many injurious proceedings againſt 
the property aud ſubjects of Great-Britain, give us juſt 


cauſe to complain, to ſuſpect her friendſhip, and to put us 


upon our guard againſt her inſidious councils, nobody en- 
tertains the leaſt doubt. But it was not then a time to 
reſent affronts. The meaſures for diſabling France were 
firſt to be executed. When that was accompliſhed by the 
conqueſt of her colonies, by the ruin of her trade, and the 
deſtruction of her navy; and Spain began to riſe in her 
claims or demands upon our miniſtry, Mr. PiTT faw it 
prudent, neceſſary, and juſt, to treat her with that firmneſs 
and intrepidity, as ſhould convince the Spaniſh miniſtry, 
that it could not be their country's intereſt to break with 
us in favour of France : and thereby it might have prevented, 
inſtead of bringing on, a rupture with Spain. 

Thus we find that Mr Pi r is juſtified for his conduct 
in poſtponing a rupture with Spain, and for the. vigorous 


meaſures which he adviſed, laſt ſummer, againſt that na- 
| | | tion ; 
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$ tion; in which he Kill had an eye to deter and to prevent 
1 Spain from entering into any engagements that might bring 
85 on a rupture between the two nations; which probably 
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had been the caſe, had the written advice taken place, in- 
ſtead of thoſe procraſtinating councils, that have not en- 
tered vigorouſly into any new meaſure, to ſupport their 
own dignity, and to reduce the enemy to more equitable 
ſentiments. | | 

The pains taken by the full expoſition to acquit the Spa- 
niſh miniſtry of inſolence, which is there interpreted in- 
diſcretion only, in delivering their memorial of claims; and 
to diſtinguiſh away the malignity and hoſtile intention of 
that memorial, and court, is little better than arraigning 
the juſtice of our war with Spain : and it appears to be a 
ſatire upon the royal declaration againſt that nation, and 
an open and daring defence of the Spaniſh court and mea- 


ſures, to deceive, and to prepare the people to acquieſce in 
a peace inadequate to the expence and ſucceſs of our arms. 


This Spaniſh advocate does not ſtop here. The advices, 
which Mr. P1TT had received, concerning the hoſtile pre- 


parations in the Spaniſh dominions, and concerning the 
adverſe intentions of that court, are repreſented by him as 
vague, hearſay, indeterminate preſumptions; becauſe, while 
Mr. PiTT held the rod of power over their head, the 
Spaniſh miniſtry were cautious, terrified, and contrived | 
every excuſe and invention to cover their real deſigns, and 


to prevent any meaſures. on our, part, which ſhould defeat 


their family-engagements with France, before they were 
got ready for action. But the ſtation of their navy in the 
Weſt-Indies, the certain and early intelligence of its deſti- 


nation againſt Jamaica, in conjunction with France; the 


military diſpoſition in Spain itſelf, and the demands of his 
Catholic Majeſty upoa Portugal, which are ſo modeſt as 
to inſiſt upon having that whole kingdom put into his poſ- 


ſeſſion, 
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ſeſſion, purely to diſtreſs the trade, commerce, and na- 
vigation of Great-Britain, muſt convince that Mr. PIT, 
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in this caſe, did not proceed upon vague, hearſay, inde- 
terminate, preſumptuous, but on ſolid intelligence, which 
could not be ſhaken by artful pretences, or infidious anſwers 
of a perfidious friend. And it was upon this intelligence 
our patriot miniſter founded his advice, and foretold that 
war, Which neceſlity obliged his ſucceſſors in office to 
adopt; not upon new occaſions and freſh contingencies, but 
upon the Spaniſh vizard being pulled off, through which 
Mr. PIT plainly ſaw their hoſtile intentions three months 
before : at which time the cauſe did exiſt, and was ſhewn 
by that wiſe miniſter, and might have been ſeen by thoſe 
who oppoſed his wiſdom and penetration. 

Here the full expoſition digreſſeth with a view to decry the 
German war, and to apologize for its continuation under the 
preſent adminiſtration. In this digreſſion that war is ſtig- 
matized with the name of wicker; it was, ſays that author, 
« wickedly commenced.” Where we are to enquire, when 
the foundation of the German war was laid; and we find 
that it was laid by the treaty of Weſtminſter in 1756, made 
by Mr. PiTT's immediate predeceſſor, as obſerved in my 
former letter. Therefore, whatever wickedneſs the full ex- 

poſition has found in this war, it was not commenced by 
Mr. PiTT, nor by the preſent miniſter ; confeQuently they, 
nor either of them, are, or is, chargeable with its wicked 
commencement; nor indeed does there appear the leaſt wic- 
kedneſs in the commencement or in the whole courſe of the 


war in regard to the object, which has been always national 


on the part of the miniſter, ſo long as he was ſuffered to 
conduct it with vigour and wiſdom ; though it is allowed 
there has been'much wickedneſs, a great deal of iniquity 
carried on, to the prejudice of this national meaſure, by 
the men through whoſe hands the expence of this war has 

D paſted : 
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paſſed: the diſſipation of the public money has been noto- 
rious; and let me aſk, has it been leſs in a late armiſtice? 
x In which ſo many millions muſt melt away with an almoſt 
5 Midſummer heat, in a ſtate of irreſolution and inactivity. 
Neither will it avail to bolſter up the argument, to ſay the 
preſent m is obliged to temporize with this for a 
while, leſt by a raſh concluſion thereof he might do amiſs. 
To be ſure, raſhneſs is an affair of ſuch importance that it 
cannot be too well guarded againſt. But he that carries on 
his temporary continuation of a war from one campaign to 
another, without : vigorouſly purſuing thoſe: advantages 
which our arms had gained in the preceding years, when 
there was no want of ſupplies, if he is not to be accuſed of 
raſhneſs, certainly poſterity will not acquit his conduct of 
timidity; duplicity, or of ſome other diſagreeable imputa- 
tion, ſhould the nation be drained of its treaſure, and that 
treaſure be conſumed in a ſpiritleſs and unnatural combina- 
tion of politics, which live upon our own vitals, and give 
opportunity for our enemies to recover ſtrength and ſpirit, 
as might be largely exemplified by the preſent behaviour of 
the Spaniſh miniſtry, who being hitherto complimented 
with a miſ- timed expectation of peace on the part of Great- 

Britain, does haughtily and contemptuouſly reject all nego- 

tiation for a general pacification, till they have ſeen the 

event of their armaments both by ſea and land; a ſtep they 

would never have dared to take had the written advice been 

carried into execution under the e, of a wiſe and 
vigorous miniſter. 

To charge Mr. PiTT with rejpcting a peace with a 95 
rit of Quixotiſm is another copy of this author's miſrepre- 
ſentation and inveterate hatred of that Right Honourable. 
Perſon. Whatever Mr. PrtT' did in the negotiation of 
peace with France was not his perſonal, act and deed. The 
e-b---t c- in which the prefent mr was one, 
and 


. 


. 
and concurred in rejecting the French Ultimatum, diſcovered 
their infincerity and duplicity, and rejected them with that 
wiſdom which becomes the Britiſh councils, and with the 

_ dignity that adorns the Britiſh throne. Beſides there is the 
greateſt reaſon to believe that thoſe negotiations were ſet on 
foot by France, with a view only to inform themſelves of 
our reſolutions; to dive into the diſpoſition of the nation 
in regard to the continuation of that war ; to procraſtinate 
or leſſen the expedition of our future operations ; and that 
M. Buſſy was inſtructed not to ſign his own ſovereign's 
Ultimatum, had it been raſhly accepted by our court. 

Then to deſcend fo low as to impeach his wiſdom and 
firmneſs, his penetration and courage of having“ blown up 
* 4 war by a ſeries of haughty contemptuous treatment,” 
and to queſtion his exemplary integrity and diſintereſted- 


his many and great ſervices, are unbecoming the pen, which 
a few pages before, will not allow Mr. Prrr any ſhare, 
not even of foreſight in the preſent rupture with Spain : 
for this we need refer only to the imperfe& papers pub- 
liſhed concerning that rupture ; though his real value would 
be beſt made out by a full view of his fx years negotiation 
with the court of Spain; and they as little become the 
ſuggeſtions of a , who had been mean enough to accept 
of a temporary penſion for ſervices he might do a m r 
by his voice in a certain houſe. But, if this be the can- 
dor, the generoſity, and the gratitude of thoſe in power, to 
force a poor pittance upon a ſervant of the crown and coun- 
try for his good deeds, it is better to retire, as the Roman 
Dictator did, to his ſmall farm, than to accept of the 
royal bounty at the continual hazard of a baſe een 
againſt his honour and reputation. 

The reflection caſt upon the King of Pruſſia with id 


3 the nation has been fully ſatisfied, and without 
which, 
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neſs, on account of the royal bounty forced upon him for 
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which, in all human probability, our natural enemy would 
have ruined the proteſtant intereſt in Germany, gained the 
balance of power in Europe, and laid a foundation of ſuch 


O 


reſources as would have enabled France to ruin this nation 
after ſhe had conquered all her neighbours : I ſay, that re- 
flection is a note of perfidy toward our allies, and ſhould it 
ever be adopted into the politics of the preſent miniſtry, 
they may, when too late, loſe the affections of the people, 
the confidence of antient counſellors, and will certainly for- 
feit all faith and intereſt with the princes and ſtates upon 
the continent, without which our commerce would ſoon 
dwindle to nothing. 

But the whole tendency of chis pamphlet convinceth, 
that there are ſtill amongſt us, thoſe who repine at our ſuc- 
ceſſes and weep over our victories; and to maintain their 
own power would come into any terms of peace, could they 
prevail upon the nation to believe that a peace is abſolutely 
neceſſary, and that the war is almoſt abſolutely impracti- 
cable. 


. ——— — 


[Theſe MoniToRs are dated May, 1762.] 


Obſervations on the Papers relative to 
the Rupture with Spain ; 


In a Letter from a Member of Parliament to a 
Friend 1 in the nme 


DE AR 81 R. 

MUCH regret that it is not yet in my power fully to 

gratify the curioſity you expreſs of ſeeing all the papers 
1 relative to the rupture with SPAIN. The ſubject is fo very 
; 24 a that I am not ſurprized at your impatience. 


My 
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My concern is, that ſo much is withheld from the public, 
and that a perſon, uninformed as I am, cannot pretend 
with clearneſs to unravel the thread of a negotiation, de- 
ſignedly kept intricate and embarreſſed. I fear you will 
find ſome things rather obſcure ; but I will endeavour to 
pour all the light I can on the ſubject, and to diſſipate 
every cloud of obſcurity which is meant to cover it. Had 
the public been gratified with the fight of the memorials 


nation to fiſh on the banks of Newfoundland ſa matter held 
ſacred * and to the other claims, equally unjuſt, made by 
the Count de Fuentes, which were moved for in the Houſe 
of Commons on the 11th of December laſt, we might, 
with a tolerable degree of accuracy, have known ſomething 
more of the merits of the preſent quarrel with SPAIN. 
Not one of theſe appears, nor have we any paper or me- 
morial from SPAIN (not even that delivered to Lord Briſtol 
'- | in 


: 


* You will again on this foes ion tet M. Wall clearly underfland, that this is 
a matter held ſacred; and that no conceſſion on the part of vis Majeſty, fo deftruc- 
tive to this true and capital intereft of Great Britain, will be yielded to Spain, 
however abetted and ſupported. Mr. Pitt's letter [ p. 3.] i ith regard to the 
Newfoundland Fiſhery, M. Wall urged, what had principally given offence here 
as to that article, was my being ſo frequently ordered to declare, and the Conde de 
Fuentes having been as often told, that England would never hear of that inad - 
miſſible pretenſiun. Lord Briſtol's Letter to the Earl of Egremont, Dec. 8, 
1761, [p. 53-]J 
The declaration of the Count de Fuentes, that Mr. Pitt's ordinary ay 
laſt anſwer was, That he would not relax in any thing, till the Tower of 
London was taken ſword in hand,” Ip. 45+] is undoubtedly a groſs miſre- 
preſentation. That expreſſion muſt have been confined to the Spaniſb claim 
of fiſhing on the Banks of Newfoundland ; for it is apparent from theſe papert, 
that Mr. Pitt was ready to make greater conceſſions to preſerve the friend- 
ſhip of Spain, than any former miniſter had ventured to offer ; witneſs the 
paragraph in Lord Briſtol's Letter of Auguft 31, fp. 8.] Laſtly, concerning 
the 


and papers relating to the demand of liberty to the Spaniſh _ 
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in January laſt *) nor any anſwer of the court of England, ; | 


5 ſince the acceſſion of his preſent Catholic Majeſty (impor- 
tant as that period muſt naturally ſeem to be) to the laſt 5 
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might have compared it with M. de Buſſy's; fince the late 
miniſter publicly declared ht was the precedent he fol- 


Autumn. In vain have I wiſhed for the famous memorial 
lowed with reſpe&t to the memorial of SpANISH Affairs | 


| which the court of SPAIN returned as inadmiſſible, that I 
Ip 


given in by FRANCE. It is undoubtedly of much conſe- 
quence to know both the matter and expreſſions of that me- 
morial returned by Spalx, as it might probably relate 
to one of the three points in negotiation, Prizes, Log- 
wood, or the Fiſhery. In the prefent collection (which 
was laid before both Houſes of Parliament on the 29th 


of January, but not printed and delivered to the mem- 
[ bers till the 12th of February) there is not a line previous 
to the memorial delivered to Mr. Secretary Pitt, by M. 
: de Buſly, July 23, 1761; nor is there any intelligence from 
| Paris, where the Family Compact of the houſe of Bourbon 

was 
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the diſputes about the coaft of Honduras, I could add nothing to the repeated decla- 
rations I had made in the King's name, of the ſatisfaction with which his Majeſty 
would receive any juſt overture from Spain (upon condition that France was not to 
be the channel of that conveyance) for terminating amicably, and to mutual fatiſ- 


faction, every reaſonable complaint on this matter, by propoſing ſome equitable regu- 
lation for ſecuring to us the long-enjoyed privilege of cutting Log-word (an indul- 
gence confirmed by treaty, and of courſe, authoriſed in the moſt ſacred manner); 
nar could I give ſtronger aſſurances than the paſt, of his Majeſty's fleady purpoſe 
to cauſe all eftabliſhments on the Logwood coaſts, contrary to the territorial juriſdic- 


tion of Spain, to be removed. 


Jet, when the ſtile of General Wall's encloſed paper is compared with that 
*which was given to me laſt January, I hope it will appear there is leſs peeviſhneſs 
at preſent here, than what was ſo ſtrongly exhibited ſome months ago, [p. 11.] . 
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was negotiated and figned by Grimaldi, and where, it 1s 
ſaid, the meaſures to be taken againſt Portugal were con- 
certed. An ExTRACT of one Letter only of Mr. PiTT's 
is inſerted, which is dated July 28, the anſwer to which is 
received September 11. Not a ſyllable after that period 
from this court to Lord Briſtol, till the 28th of October, 
when Lord Egremont declares he opens his correſpondence * 
[page 20.+]. It is indeed very aſtoniſhing, and gives no 
great idea of the vigilance or attention of adminiſtration, 
that while affairs were ſo critical between the two nations, 
no directions for the conduct of Lord Briſtol] were ſent to 
Madrid during fo long a period 4. But can it be imagined 
that ſo acute, ſo well informed a miniſter as Mr. Stanley 
certainly was, ſhould not tranſmit from Paris any intelli- 
gence of that moſt alarming treaty, which was negotiating 


all the ſummer at Paris? It appears by the accounts pub- 


liſhed by the French court, that the Family Compact was 
ſigned at Verſailles the 15th of Auguſt, and ratified the 
8th of September. Lord TemPLE, in a great aſſembly, did 
declare that intelligence of the higheſt moment relative to 


theſe 
—— — 4 — — — —— 


* How can this be the truth, when Lord Briſta writes, Nærember 16, 


1761? The meſſenger, Ardouin, delivered to me on the 10th Inſtant, at the 
Eſcurial, the honour of your Lordſhip's diſpatches of the 28th paſt, with the 


| ſeveral encloſures therein referred to; and by the laſ? poſt I RECEIVED YouR 


LETTER or THE 20th of the fame MonTH, in which your Lordſhip informed 
me, that all mine, to the 21/4 of September, had been regularly laid before his 
Majeſty. [p. 36.] I ſuppoſe the Public could not be truſted with all that 
Letter, ; 


+ All the references in this pamphlet are made to the quarto edition of 
the Pa PERS, &c delivered to the Members of both Houſes of Parliament. 


t How is this to be reconciled to the declaration of Lord Egremont, 
Mr. Pitt's ſucceſſor, that the New Miniſtry will avoid every poſſible imputa- 
tion of indecifio ion or indolence, which ignorant prejudice might ſuggeſt? [p. 23.1] 
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theſe matters was tranſmitted to this court before the ad- 
vice in writing, dated the 18th of September, which oc- 
caſioned certain reſignations. Nothing of this kind is 
publiſhed in the papers relative to the rupture with SPAIN, 
though undoubtedly zrzel/zgence conſtitutes a moſt material 
part of thoſe papers. If we have not the ſatisfaction of 
judging for ourſelves from the hole of a caſe, I will do 


the late miniſter the juſtice to ſay, that it cannot be impu- 
ted to him. He prefled with honeſt zeal the laying before 
the public every paper relative to the {x years negotiation * 


with Sean, that the juſtice and candour of the crown of 
England on the one hand, and the chicanery, inſolence, 
and perfidy of SpAlx on the other, might be apparent to 
all the world : but this was refuſed; for had it been 
granted, all the attrocious calumnies ſo induſtriouſly circu- 


lated, of his averſion to peace, and his endeavours to per- 
petuate and encreaſe the war, had been laid open to man- 


kind, and the authors of them held in juſt abhorrence. I 
own the appeal to ſo much written evidence, ſpoke to me 
the ſtrongeſt language of conſcious integrity, and I was 
charmed with an example which I ain ſure Mr. P1TT did 
not draw from any of his predeceſſors in this country. — 
They have ever ſought, like Mr. PiTT's ſucceſſors, to 
cover and conceal, or at leaſt to perplex : he wiſhes to lay 
open and reveal to the unerring public, both the motives 
and actions of every part of his adminiſtration.—A re- 
troſpect carries no terrors but to the guilty—to an upright 
miniſter it muſt give the trueſt ſatisfaction- to the public 
that conviction it has in many caſes a right to expect. 

| 1 was 
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*I ſhould be particularly curious, for certain reaſons, to ſee in what 


manner, and to what extent, the Spaniſh court had been flattered by that of 
London, with an impartial diſcuſſion of their diſputes, from the year 1754, be- 


fore Mr. Pitt accepted the ſeals, [p. 53.] 
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J was not a little ſurpriſed, and I own greatly concerned 
at the alarm you mention, ſpread every where in your 
x parts, of the melancholy and ruined ſtate of our country, 
7+ and the neceſſity we were under of accepting almoſt any 
| peace. The French, Lord Briſtol ſays, have never diſcon- 


2 


preſent long and expenſive war ; [page 29. ] and they may 
add, that we have thoſe among us (but happily for this 
nation, they are few, and their credit but ſmall) who re- 
pine at our ſucceſſes, and declare they weep over our vitto- 
ries. This is the true picture of that moſt malignant and 
infernal fiend, envy, ſo well deſcribed by Ov1Dp : 
Virgue tenet lacrymas, quia nil Iacrymabile cernit. 
And a little before he mentions what rankled at the heart : 
Sed videt ingratos, intabeſcitgue videndo 
Succeſtus hominis. 
F doubt not theſe men do very ſincerely lament the ſuc- 
cefles even of their own country; for I well remember 


the favourite language they held a few years ago, — 


„Give the new minifter the reins he is equally ĩimpracti- 
cable as impetuous in a very ſhort time he muſt annihi- 
late his preſent credit with the publie, from the failure 
« of every ſcheme he adopts.” — Now heaven has given 
ſuch glorious ſuceeſſes to upright intentions, and well di- 
geſted plans *, while the reſt of their countrymen are con- 
gratulating each other on all our noble conqueſts and real 

| ; ls acquiſitions 


—4.ůä—.——̃ —— 


* In Europe, Cherbourg, and Belle-Iſiæ; in Afa, Pondicherry ; in Africa, 
Senegal, and Goree; in America, Beau-Sejour, Louiſbourg, Fort du Queſne, 

F now Pittſburg, Guadalupe, &c. Niagara, Ticonderoga, Crown-Point, Quebec, 
Alontreal, Dominico, and, to crown the whole, we may hope Martinico. 
Let me add the annihilation of the French marine and commerce, All during 


tinued offuring the Spaniards of our being exhauſted by the 


Mr. Pitt's miniſtry. | | | | ' 
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acquiſitions of ſtrength, theſe men, as well as our declared 
enemies, are found in ſorrow and tears, How prepoſte- 
rous is ſuch a conduct? Yet did not ſome of theſe very * 
men execrate thoſe as traitors to their country, who were | 


N.. 


— 0 — ———— — . —— —m . —— 0 


not fired with rapture at the victory of Culloden? A vic- 
tory as juſtly dear to every friend of liberty, as any our an- 
nals can boaſt. — 

But let us, on the other hand, exult, and rejoice to ſee 
how greatly this country now figures in the unprejudiced 
judgment of foreigners, even of our enemies. The Prime 
Miniſter of 'Spain tells Lord Briſtol That the court of Lon- 
don was in the moſt flouriſhing and moſt exalted ſituation it had 
ever known, occaſioned by the greateſt ſeries of proſperities 
that any ſingle nation had ever met with [page 10.] Can 
we wonder after this, that ſo much abuſe, ſuch groſs ſcur- 
rility, on Mr. PiTT, appears in Fuentes's papers? Is it 
not the higheſt panegyric? I am perſuaded, had the direc- 
tion of the Britiſh counſels been ſuffered to continue in the 
ſame hands, the name of PiTT had ſoon been as much 


grateful countrymen. I ſpeak with the honeſt warmth and 
pride of an Engliſhman, who really feels with his ſove- 
reign the great and important ſervices of Mr. PiTT#, and 
glories in ſeeing his country recovered from the moſt abject 
ſtate of deſpair to ſuch a pitch of grandeur and importance, 
as to hold the firſt rank among the powers of Europe. 
The other report you mention, that the late miniſter 
courted a war with SPAIN, will receive as full a confutation 
from theſe papers. I ſhall, from among many, produce 
only two paſſages, but too expreſs to admit the leaſt ſhadow 
of a doubt. The firſt is from the concluſion of the Ex- 
| TRACT 


* See London Gazette of Of. 10, 1761. 
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dreaded at Madrid as it is at Paris, or as it is dear to his 
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TRACT of the only letter we have of Mr. P1TT's in this 
garbled collection. After the inſolent memorial of F rance 
relative to Spain was delivered here by M. de Buſſy, Jittle 
ſhort of a declaration of a war in rever/ion, and that not at a 
diſtance, Mr. PiTT writes to Lord Briſtol, In caſe, upon 
entering into remonſtrance on this affair, you ſhall percerve a 
diſþofition in M. Wall to explain away and diſavow the autho- 
rization of SPAIN to this offenſive franſattion of FRANCE, 
AND TO COME TO CATEGORICAL AND SATISFACTORY 
DECLARATIONS RELATIVELY TO THE FINAL INTEN= 
TIONS OF SPAIN, your Excellency will, with readineſs and 
your uſual addreſs, adapt yourſelf to fo defirable a circumſtance, 
and will open to the court of Madrid as handſome a retreat as 
may be, in caſe you percerve from the SPANISH miniſter that 


| they SINCERELY % to find one, and to remove, by an Er- 


FECTUAL SATISFACTION, he unfavourable impreſſions 
which this Memorial of France has juſtly and unavoidably 
made on the mind of his majeſty, [page 3, 4.] Is this the 


language of a miniſter ho courts a war ? Is it not the re- 
verſe ? Does he not honeſtly point out the means of avoid- 


ing a war, yet with the dignity and fpirit becoming a great 
power, which did not tremble at the haughty menaces of 
the Spaniard ? 

The other paſſage contains the teſtimony of the Earl of 


Egremont : — M. Wall muſt himſelf know that there has been 


a particular delicacy obſerved, in concerting our plans for mili- 
tary operations, to avoid carrying hoſtilities towards objetts, 


which might give the leaſt jealouſy or umbrage to the court of 


SPAIN *; and therefore his Majeſty can only conſider ſuch unjuſt 
ſuggeſtions and groundleſs ſuſpicions, as deſtitute of probability 
\ | as 

i n r . * 
* Mr. Mall owned, how cautious we had been to avoid attacking thoſe poſſeſſions 
belonging to our enemies, which had any connection with the Spaniſh territory. 


Lord Briſtol's letter, page 63. 
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as of proof, as a meer pretext, in cafe that, contrary to all 
good faith, and the moſt ſolemn repeated profeſſions of friendly 
intentions, the court of SPAIN ſhould have meditated or re- 
ſolved on hoſtilities againſt England. [page 3.] 

I think it appears to demonſtration, even from theſe pa- 
pers, that before the firſt overtures of France for the par- 
ticular peace with England, Spain had reſolved, at a pro- 
per time, to take an efficient and openly hoſtile part againſt 
us. M. de Buſſy, in the Memorial relative to Spain, ſo 
early as the 23d of July, talks of the engagements, which the 
one and the other court may have taken prior to their recon- 
ciliation, [page 4.]— Mr. Pitt's letter of July the 28th 
declares, — The Duke de Choiſeul avowws the engagements with 
SPAIN, concerning our diſputes with that crown, to have been 
taken before the FIRST OVERTURES of France for the par- 
ticular peace with England. — The firſt overtures were dated 
the 26th of March, 1761 *. Eo 

Lord Briſtol, Auguft the 31ft, gives an account of the 
converſation he had with General Wall, in which Mr. 
Wall declared, — That M. Bnffys Memorial was verbatim 
what had been ſont by order of the Catholic King to Verſailles. 


[page 6 T.] 
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* gee Memoire Hiſtorique, &c. publiſhed by the court of France. 

+ In the paper of the 28th of August, Spain, with her uſual perfidy, 
repeated in anſwer, that ſbe only conſented that France ſhould take this Step, 
[p- 15-] This is of a piece with her varacity, when ſhe ſays, from a freſh 
proof of his pacific ſpirit, the King of Spain wrote to the King of France, his 
Coufin, that if the union of intereſt, in any manner retarded the peace with | 
England, he conſented to ſeparate himſelf from it, not to put any obſtacle to ſo 
great a happineſs, p. 46.] It is notorious in France, that every ob/tacle poſſible 
was put to it by the Spaniſh miniſter, in conjunction with the imperial, at 
Paris, and in reality Spain only wiſhed not to be REPUTED an impediment to 
the concluſion of a peace between England and France, [p. 55.] Another proof 
of her varacity may be ſeen in another part of this pamphlet, | 
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In the ſame letter [page 11.] The ſtrong avowal of a moſt 


intimate cordialit; 'y between Spain and France, contained in 
this laſt production of the Spaniſh Secretary of State, has hurt 
me. This production was the famous Memorial of the 


28th of Auguſt, which (with Lord Briſtol's letter of the 
31ſt, and an encloſure). was the laſt paper Mr. PIT r ever 


received from the court of Spain; as appears ſrom the date 


of his reſignation, October 5. 7. he Memorial, which M. de 
Buſſy preſented to Mr. PiTT, is a flep, which his Cathohic 


g Majeſty will not deny has been taten with his full conſent, 
| epprobation, and pleaſure. Paper delivered to the Earl of | 


Briſtol, [page 13.] which next holds out mutual. af} france, 


as their union, friendſhip, and relationſhip require; then pro- 
ceeds to a menacing parrallel, Ir being grounded upon this, 


that if England ſaw that France attacied the dominions of 4 
Spain, particularly in America, ſhe would run immediately to 


Ver defence for her own convenienqy, as well as becauſe ſhe 
had, equally with France, guarantied them: and concludes 


with a ſimile of obliging delicacy betwixt crowned heads, 
with regard to our eſtabliſhment on the Logwood coaſt. 


Hard proceedings, certainly, jor one to confeſs that be is gone 


into the pouſe of another, io take away his jewels, and to ſay, 


« [ will go out again, but firſt you ſhall engage to give me 
« what went to take!” So much for becoming apologies! x 
[page 16.] There is the greateſt harmony between the tao 


courts (France and Spain) [page 14.] particularly ſince the 
King (of Spain) /ent your Excellency (the Conde de Fuentes) 


to that court (of London), proving the incanteſtible grounds 
of our complaints and juſt cares, and repeating that without 


G | fatrsfying 


This paper is ſtiled by Spain, a memorial, [p. 40. ] and contains thoſe 


; apologies, on the part of the Catholic court, mentioned in the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


? 


Engliſh declaration of war. Apologies equally becoming and convincing ! 
we. 
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7 anounced Mr. Pitt's reſignation, (the notice of which was purpoſely 
K omitted the preceding Tueſday, for reaſons I will not now enter into) is an 


26 . 


* ſatisfying hes it 1s impoſſible to fix the good 1 of 
the two monarchies, nor the friendſhip of the to Monarchs. 


[page 59-] 

The Memorial itſelf preſented by M. de Buſly, Juty 23, 
which was verbatim ſent from Spain, threatens, — à new 
war in Europe and America, if the differences of Spain with 
England are not adjuſted, of which the French King ſays, he 
ſhall be obliged to partake. [page 4.] = And, in page 39, 
General Wall fays, — hat other diſcuſſion of the matter of 
our diſputes, thun what has been agitated during fo long a ne- 
gotiation ; what other expedients can be found to ſave the ho- 
nour and dignity of the twws Kings, that have not been pro- 


page 40; — A negotiation ſo ftrongly diſcuſſed, that it has been 
reduced during your enibaſſy (Count de Fuentes's) 7o be laft 
Ter, or to the Taff Ns. 

In page 60, — What greater diſcuſtion, upon the points of 
our diſputes, can be made, than that which has been in ſo long 
a negotiation ? What expedients can be fallen upon now to ſave 
the honour of the two Kings, which in arguments and diſputes 
of fix years have not occurred ? 

Lord Briſtol, November the 2d, writes, — I have LONG 
obſerved the jealouſy of Spain at the Britiſh conqueſts *, and am 
now convinced, that the conſciouſneſs of this country's naval 
inferiority has 6ccaſioned the SOOTHING DECLARATIONS , 

Nt | 
fm ——————f—— h— 

* Tt is important to know in what terms, and at what time, Spain 
firſt manifeſted this jealouſy; as alſo in what terms, and at what time, ſhe 
renewed her Hale and inadmiſſible claim to the Fiſhery, which, M. Mall ſays, all 

y Lord Briſtol's inſructions had rum to declare their claim to be p. 27.] 
Oo + In the London Gazette of Saturday, October 10, 1761, which firſt 


article 
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poſed and exbauſted in a conteſt of fix years ? — And again in 


* 


3 


. 
Pk — 9 5 


3 45 


8 | 


final reſolution, and only waited for ſome favourable events 


73 


fo repeatedly made, of a defire to maintain barmony and friend- 
ſhip with England, | page 29.] PIs. 


=y = 


I believe I may, even from theſe premiſes, take it as 
proved beyond contradiction, that Spain had come to a 


to throw off the maſk of deceit and treachery. The de- 
nouement quickly followed, though probably rather ſooner 
than Spain herſelf intended. Lord Briſtol explains the true 
reaſons. In his letter of September 21, which was. re- 
ceived here October the 16th, he ſays, — A meſſenger ar- 
rived at St. Ildephonſo laft week, with the news of the ſafe 
arrival of the Flota in the bay of Cadiz. [page 17.] | 
| | In 
—*————— 2 ——. 
article dated Madrid, September 4, A report having been lately ſpread here, 
upon the arrival of the laſt letters from France, as if there was reaſon to apprehend 
an immediate rupture between our Court and that of Great Britain ; we under- 
and, that the Spaniſh Minifters, in a converſation which they had lately with the 
Earl of Briſtol, Embaſſader Extraordinary from his Britaunic Majeſty, expreſſed 
their concern thereat, and declared very explicitly to his Excellency, that ON THE 
PART OF THEIR COURT, THERE WAS NOT THE LEAST GROUND FOR 
ANY SUCH APPREHENSIONS, AS THE CATHOLIC KING HAD, AT No 
TIME, BEEN MORE INTENT UPON CULTIVATING A GOOD CORRESPON-= 
DENCE WITH ENGLAND, THAN IN THE PRESENT CONJUNCTURE. 
General Wall, in relation to this, declares, [page 38.] I ds nat remember 
any thing, at this time, mare particular, than on an infinite number of other ccca- 
frons ; neither do I myſelf comprehend the mative for heightening this. And 
again, page 59, J do not remember having made it then in a more particular 
manner than at many other times, neither do I comprehend the motives for their 
making ſuch a point of it. The motives for the hagbtening and making 
_ ſuch à feint of it, are well underſtood at London, though not at Madrid. 
Mr. Pi'rT does not ſeem to have been the dupe of theſe ſoothing declarations, 
which were only the ſame Lord Briſtol had juſt berore given from M. Wall, 


in his letter of the 31ſt of Auguſt : His Catholic Majeſty's diſpoſition and pro- 


feffioms had invariably been the ſame, and were ever meant to cement and cultivate 
the friendſhip fo happily ſulbſiſting between our two courts, page I1.] —Is it 
poſſible to think the adminiſtration was deceived ? Or did they mean to de- 
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In the letter of November 2, — Two \ ſhips have lately ar- 
| ribs at Cadiz, with very extraordinary rich cargoes from the 
Weſt-Indies; so THAT ALL THE WEALTH THAT WAS 
EXPECTED FROM SPANISH AMERICA 1S NOW SAFE IN 
OLD Srain, [page 29.] And again, in page 35, Eleven 
large ſhips of the line, uow lying at Ferrol, are rigged, manned, 
and ready to put to ſea at a ſhort warning, together with tas 
Irigates, one f which is bound to the South Seas, with cannon 
ball, powder, and many other implements of war. By ad- 
dices from Barcelona, I hear that tao of the Catholic King's 
ſhips. of war ſailed from thence the end of laſt month, with 
two large ſhips under their convoy, loaded with 3 500 barrels 
of gunpowder, 1500 bomb-ſhells, goo cheſts of arms, and a 
confiderable quantity of cannon balls of different dimenſions; 
which cargo, it is imagined, is de eftined for the Spaniſh Wefl- 
Indien. Many more warlike flores are ready to be ſhipped from 


[ Catalonia. Five batallions of different regiments of infantry, | 
1 and two Squadrons of dragoons, are at Cadiz, waiting their 
mal orders to embark for America. This corps makes in all 
about 3600 men. ¶ page 35.] 

Lord Egremont fays, — Aud his Majeſey having after- 
wards, (that is, between the 31it of Auguſt and the 28th of 
October) received intelligence, ſcarce admitting a doubt, of 
troops marching, and of military preparations making in al! 
the ports of Spain, judged that his DIGNITY, as well as his 
prudence, required him to order his ambaſſador at the court of 
Madrid, by a diſpatch dated the 28th of October, to demand, 
Sc. [page 48.] 

General Wall, thus prepared, at laſt come out of his in- 
trenchments ; for Spain no longer found her account in 
aſſembling. She had already taken her part, and the old 

85 traffic of words and ſoothing declarations was almoſt at an > 
fy 
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On November the ad *, (eight days + before Lord Briſ- 
tol received the very firſt diſpatches from the new miniſtry 
in England ) his Lordſhip writes word of the — ſurprixing 
change in General Walls diſcourſe, and unloaked-for alteration 
of ſentiments, and complains of the haughty language now 
held by this court. — M. Wall declares, — The conduct of 
England unwarrantable, for his Catholic Majefty never could 
obtain an anſwer to any Memorial or paper; that we were 
intoxicated with our fucceſſes ; and that it was evident all we 
aimed at was, \ firſt to ruin the French power, in order more 
eaſily to cruſh Spain, ta drive all the ſubjefis of the Chrijtian 
King, not only from their Iſland-Colonies in the New World, 
but alſo to deſtray their ſeveral forts and ſettlements upon the 
Continent of North America, to have an eafier taſt in ſeizing 
on all the Spaniſh dominions in thoſe parts, thereby to fetisfy N 
the utmoſt f our ambition, and to gratify our unbounded thirft 
F congueſt. — And afterwards : — That he would himſelf be 
the man ta adviſe the King of Spain, fince his dominions were © 
to be overwhelmed, at leaſt to have them ſeized with arms in 
his ſubjets hands, and not to continue the paſſive victim he had 
hitherto appeared to be in the eyes of the world. [page 26.] 

Now what new event, on the part of England, fince the 
reſignations, had happened to give occaſion to ſuch a furious, 
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* This letter cannot be too much attended to, as it ſtands immediately 
connected with the Spaniſh paper or Memorial of the 28th of Auguſt, is 
explanatory of the real purport of it, and evidently lays the foundation of 
| the rupture, which the new miniſtry have made with Spain. | 


+ The meſſenger, Ardhuin, delivered to me on the Loth inſtaut, at the Eſcurial, 
the honour of your Lordſhip's diſpatches of the 28th paſt. [ page 36. 
+ The new miniſtry never received any anſwer to the matter of theſe firſt 


diſpatches of the 28th of October, till the 24th of December, a fortnight 
after the rupture. Lord Briſtol's letter, December 11, [page 41.] 
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_ and menacing declamation ? Lord Briſtol writes in- 
deed, [page 64.] — hat had occaſioned the great pr 4 
8 & tion during that period at this court, the effects of which I 
ÞÞ from General Malls animated diſcourſe at the Eſcurial, 
db, the notice having, about that time, reached the Catholic 
King, that the change which had happened in the Engliſo ad- 
miniſtration was relative to meaſures ** to be raſen 
againſt this country. 
But, ſurely, almoſt in Lord Egremont s own words, 
[page 32.] uſed by Lord Briſtol himſelf to General Wall, 
— The notoriety there was that every thing in the royal coun- 
els, which could tend towards the interruption of a friendly 
intelligence between our courts (which his Majeſty was fo ſoli- 
citous to maintain} had alſo been avoided, [page 62.] — with 
the conſequential-refgnations, muſt have produced in ſound F 
argument a directly contrary effect; whereas the notice 


other reaſonings, account very _ for the General's ani- 
mation at that time. | | 

I think the queſtion then 1s reduced to this ſhort point, 
Dees not the war with SPAIN, even in nnn ' appear to 
| have been unavoidable ? | 

Moſt evidently ſo, from all the proofs contained in the 
foregoing pages, and even from what is given us of Lord 
Briſtol's letters, in particular that of Auguſt 31, with the 
Memorial incloſed, which was received here September 1 1, 
and was, to be ſure, no ſmall part of the ground, on which 
Lord Temple's and Mr. Pitt's written advice of September 
18, to recal Lord Briſtol, was founded. Every practice of 
the moſt civilized ſtates, every formality preſcribed by the 


| 
: ſent by his Lordſhip of the Spaniſh preparations, and his 


law of nations, every proceeding which the moſt ſcrupulous 

rules of good faith could require, might have been obſerved, 

and the nobleſt opportunity of eee and gloriouſly 
e 
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terminating both a French and a Spaniſh war been ſeized, 
which is now irrecoverably loſt. The firmeſt nerves of 
Spain, and with them the laſt hopes of France, might 
ſoon have been withered, and the Britiſh empire have re- 
ceived greater, and more important acquiſitions than any 1t 
can boaſt from the unparalleled and dazzling ſucceſſes, even 
of this glorious war. 

Whoever conſiders the ſituation of Spain (unprepared as 
ſhe was at the time the written advice was given *) with 


reſpect to her ports, her ſhips of war in thoſe ports, her 


* 


colonies, her commerce, her own as well as the riches of 
France on board her ſhips, can never ſufficiently lament the 
loſs of an autumnal campaign +. If we add that the fleet 
of England was at no time fo formidable, her ſeamen never 
ſo full of ſpirit, and fluſhed with repeated victories, in 
Europe only upwards of 140 ſhips of war, in the other 
parts of the world above 100 more, we mult fink in amaze- 
ment at our ſupineneſs and negle& of ſo critical a period, 
after fo long tameneſs under injuries. I will add, long 
tameneſs under injuries; for I think the conduct of Spain, 
even during the fix years negotiation, was ſo groſsly partial 


to 
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* All advices concur in proving, that the ſtate of Spain was at that time 
much the ſame as at the breaking out of the war in i The c 
„of Manilla might be well ſuppoſed to have been in the ſame defenceleſs 
condition with all the other Spaniſh ſettlements, juſt at the breaking 
ee out of the war: that is to ſay, their fortifications neglected, and in many 
<< places decayed ; their cannon diſmounted, or uſeleſs, by the mouldring 

<< of their carriages ; their magazines, whether of military ſtores or pro- 
<< viſion, all empty; their garriſons unpaid, and conſequently thin, ill- 
affected, and diſpirited; and the royal cheſts in Peru, whence alone all 
5© theſe diſorders could receive their redreſs, drained to the very bottom.“ 
Quarto edition of Anſon's voyages, 1748, page 3. 

+ Part of the preparations ſince made both in Europe and America, may 
be ſeen from Lord Briſtol's teſtimony, page 26 of THIS volume. 
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to our profeſſed enemies, as would have juſtified any overt 


acts on the ſide of England, from every principle of juſtice; 
but motives of moderation and policy reſtrained us. The 


affair of the Antigallican was alone of ſuch magnitude, as 


to have called for repriſals againſt a court, which avowed ſuch 
groſs partiality and injuſtice, and committed ſuch repeated acts 
of the higheſt indignity. Not the leaſt ſatisfaction was ever 
offered, though often demanded. On the contrary, it was 
followed by many flagrant acts of notorious violence. It is 
a known fact, that both the law of nations, and the eſta- 


bliſhed cuſtoms of ali Maritime ſtates, have been violated 


by Spain in every one of her ports, from a declared partiality | 
to the French. They were treated almoſt as natural-born 


| Spaniards, though the Family Compact did not at that 


time ſubſiſt, and the Engliſh as enemies, though called 
friends, to whom the King of Spain was ever declaring 


much cordiality and regard. 


Ruinous indeed it may prove for this country, that the 
adminiſtration, which for fo many years has continued 
UNANIMOUS in carrying on the war in Germany, UNANI- 
Mous likewiſe in rejecting the terms of peace offered by 
France, ſhould have differed in opinion (if indeed they did 
ſo) with regard to the glaring duplicity, and hoſtile inten- 4 

tions of the court of Spain! It required, alas! no great | 
ſcope of judgment, nor any deep ſagacity, to diſcover the 
real views [page 24.] of Spain, and that the war with 
that power was inevitable. A truth which moſt plainly 
appears froin the very papers publiſhed to conceal it. The 
only queſtion moſt evidently was, Whether we ſhould enter 
into it with every advantage on our fide, or from weakneſs, 
indeciſion, or a delufive hope at beſt, give to our determi- 


ned enemy that time to prepare, which it was notorious ſhe ; 


wanted, loſe the ſeaſon for action, and ſacrifice to the im- 
becility 
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becility of a few more laſt words three moſt important 
months, at the end of which we find ourſelves reduced to 
the neceſſity of breaking with Spain, exactly as we ought 
to have done ſo long before. Whoever can now pride 
himſelf in the procraſtinating advice he gave to his ſove- 
reign, may he enjoy in full luſtre that eminent glory of his 
life! If ſuch are the glories, what muſt the di/graces be? 
I mean not to draw any uncandid picture of the preſent 
adminiſtration : I am ſorry I muſt ſay, that we have had 
too much experience of one part of them, and too little of 
the other, to be very ſanguine. TWO S--------- s of S---e, 
in theſe dangerous times, become Miniſters by inſpiration ! 
We have as little experience of them, as they have of 
buſineſs. In no department of the ſtate, nor in parlia- 
ment, has either held any rank or eſtimation. But theſe 
defects will be amply ſupplied by the induſtry and expe- 
rience of a Iaborious gentleman, who has long paced in the 
trammels of the ſtate, with no ambition or avarice to gratiſy. 
A declaration the public has heard repeatedly from him- 
ſelf. He neither 


Ambitione mala, aut argenti pallet amore. HoR. 


But may the dignity of the crown, the honour of his Ma- 
jeſty, the glory of the nation, and the important acquiſi- 
tions made during the late miniſtry, be ſafe in their, hands ! 
Their hands have been ſtrengthened in every manner they 
could aſk or wiſh; and no oppoſition has been made to 
them ; unleſs it is called oppoſition, to endeavour to pre- 
ſerve the confidence of our allies once boundleſs, and to 
keep up the high ſpirit of the nation under the enormous, 

but neceſſary burthens of the war. 
In no truly Britiſh quarrel, but in the cauſe of our al- 
lies, the Spaniſh marine was deſtroyed by Sir George Byng, 
I in 
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in 1718, without any previous declaration of war. We 

were not, in conſequence of that ſtep, treated in Europe 
+ as an uncivilized nation, ſpurning at all laws, or as a neſt . 
of pirates; but the policy and ſpirit of the meaſure was 
univerſally admired. As to the zufice of ſuch a proceed- | 
ing, I determine nothing: I leave it to thoſe fate caſuiſts 
who ſeized the French ſhips before a declaration of war *. 
The intereſt of Great-Britain was not then immediately 
concerned, as in the preſent caſe, but our allies wiſhed, 
and obtained, our vigorous and effectual ſupport. By that 
decifive exertion, of our ſtrength, the conteſt between the 
two nations was in effect fin:thed almoſt as ſoon as begun. 


The impartial public will judge for themſelves, how great 
the probability is, that the like ſucceſs had followed mea- 


* 
0 


ſures equally ſpirited, preceded by a declaration of war, which 
in this caſe had been founded on the cleareft principles of juſtice 
and equity. I am at leaſt certain no man of candour could 
have cenſured England as accelerating precipitately a war , 
long reſolved by Spain, I muſt ſay, too long delayed by 
England. I rather fear the example of the ſpirit of the late 
meaſures I will be thought to be already forgot; and as 
thoſe meaſures were decried as too bold and daring, more 
feeble, more puſilanimous, leſs encouraging to our real 
friends, leſs hoſtile to our enemies, will be found to be 
adopted. In the preſent caſe, Lord Briſtol is ordered, fo 
early as July 28, — To come to categorical and fatisfattory 
declarations relatively to the final intentions of Spain. Mr. 
Pitt's letter, page 3. — To which Lord Briſtol, on the 
part of Spain, never returns either a CATEGORICAL or 
SATISFACTORY anſwer. | 
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| * See Memoire Hiſtorique, Numb. XVII. Art. 12. 
+ See the declaration of war againſt Spain, January 2, 1762. 
+ See Lord Egremont's letter, page 23. 
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The ingenuous General Wall, through the whole nego- 
tiation, appears reſerved and artful at leaſt, not to ſay full 
of duplicity. At laſt General Wall replied, — He had no 
7* orders to acquaint me with any meaſures but what he had for- | 
| merly communicated to me ; and ſignified his not being at a 
to ſay any more, November 2, [page 27.] 
All that I could, with difficulty, extort from General 
Wall was, — That his Cathohc Majeſty had judged it expedient 
to renew his FAMILY CoMPACTS - thoſe were the expreſs 
words — with the Moſt Chriſtian King. — Here the Spaniſh 
miniſter ſtopped ſhort, and, as if he had gone beyond what 
he intended, he faid, — That the Count de Fuentes, and M. 
Buſſy, had declared to his Majeſty's miniſters all that was 
MEANT o be communicated to them, November 2, [page. 29.] 
Can any thing be imagined more contemptuous, or more 
inſolent ? But what follows is excellent Spaniſh humour, 
and the inimitable Hogarth could, from theſe few lines, 
give us a molt diverting frontiſpiece to the papers, if admi- 
| niſtration did not ſeem reſolved no more to employ men of 
ſuperior parts and genius. Lord Briſtol ſays, — I hegan to 
» flatter myſelf I might obtain the categorical anſwer I was 
ordered to demand, without the Spaniſh mmiſter's ſuſpeFing my 
ultimate orders. When I was going out of his room, he took 
me by the hand, and ſaid, with a sMILE, he noptD; but 


there he flopped. I aſted him what he hopp, that I might 


his Excellency only then bowed, and took his leave of me, 
[page 63. 

General Wall is too much of a Spaniard ever to /augh, 
but his /iniles are very ſignificant. Lord Briſtol declares, — 

| M. Wall ever adted in too ingenuous a manner for me ts ſiiſpect 
the leaft duplicity in his conduct, [page 19.] 
1} Now was he ever ingenuous and frank enough to com- 
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municate to Lord Briſtol the leaſt article of the family com- 
| batt, 
. A e . n 


alſo HOPE, and that all might concur in the ſame noprs? but | 
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pact, or did he ever hint that ſuch a thing was in agitation ? 
From the Catholic King's very particular partiality towards 
Lord Briſtol, [page 66.] I ſuppoſe M. Wall was ordered to 
ſpare his Lordſhip the concern fo alarming a treaty muſt 
have occaſioned, and only, from time to time, to uſe the 
ſoothing ſounds of friendſbip, honour, cordiality, affedtion, 
&c. &c. to ſmile, to bow, to take him by the hand, and 
to — Hape. What? — I know no more than the preſent 
miniſtry. - | 

Lord Briſtol ſeems totally uninformed of ſo u tent an 


affair as the family compact, till long after that treaty was 


ſigned and ratified, and only a few days before * he is told 
of it from England. — October 28, Lord Egremont writes 
to Lord Briſtol, — His Majeſty cannot imagine that the court 
of Spain ſhould think it unreaſonable to defire a communication 
of” the treaty ACKNOWLEDGED f have been lately concluded 
between the courts of Madrid and Verſailles, [page 21.] 

When was this acknowledgment made? Surely this relates 
to the rupture with Spain ? Yet not a line of this intelli- 
gence is among the papers. 

By this time I think it muſt appear how much Lord 
Briſtol, though poſſeſſed of real talents, was deceived by 


the court of Spain; a court as infidious as that of France. 
Let me next remark, how dextrous the new miniſtry here 


were in endeavouring to deceive themſelves. In the anſwer 
delivered to the Count de Fuentes, by the Earl of Egre- 
mont, December 31, it is ſaid, — The ambaſſador at the 
court of Madrid, by a diſhatch dated the 28th of October, 
was ordered to demand, in terms the moſt meaſured, however, 
and the moſt amicable, a communication , the treaty recently 
concluded between the courts of Madrid and Verſailles, or, at 
leaſt, of the articles which might relate to the intereſt of Great- 

i Britain — 


—— — —— — — — 


* Scc his letter of November the 2d. 
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Britain — and — TO CONTENT HIMSELF WITH Assu- 


RANCES, in caſe the Catholic King offered to give any, that 
the ſaid engagements did not contain any thing that was con- 


7 trary to the friendſhip which ſubſiſted between the two crowns, 
or that was prejudicial to the intereſts of Great-Britain, ſup- 
poſing that any difficulty was made of ſhewing the treaty. 
[page 48.] 

The new miniſtry are now got off from the true ground, 
which was the memorial of Spaniſh affairs verbatim ſent 
from Madrid, and the letter of Lord Briſtol's of Auguſt 31, 
with the encloſures; and have confined their view to the 
ſingle point of the late treaty, or the family compact. Every 
thing relative to the final intentions of Spain, concerning 


which Lord Briſtol is ordered, in Mr. Pitt's letter, fo early 


as July 28, to come to categorical and ſatisfaftory declarations, 
is omitted in this demand, and Lord Briſtol is ordered to 
confine himſelf to the new treaty. This, I agree with 
Lord Egremont, is certainly no equivocal proof of depen- 


« dence on the good faith of the Catholic King, in ſhewing him 


an unbounded confidence in fo important an affair. [page 49-.] 
Ho merited, we have ſeen from what paſſed in the lat- 
ter months of the negotiation ; and in all probability ſhould 


ſee more glaringly, if the whole negotiation, ſince the ac- 


ceſſion of his preſent Catholic Majeſty, were communicated 
to us. From that unhounded confidence the new miniſtry 


entirely loſt ſight of the moſt offenſive and hoſtile matter 


in the memorial of July 23, and the papers of Auguſt 31, 
attacking the dignity of the crown of England in a manner 


ſurely far more unbecoming and inſolent than that Hirit of | 


haughtineſs and diſcord, which, ſays M. Wall, dictated that 
mnconfiderate ſtep, and which, for the misfortune of mankind, 


till reigns ſo much in the Britiſh government, which made S 


in the ſame inſtant the declaration of war, and attacked the 
King of Spain's dignity, [p. 67.] 
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It is plain they were accommodating themſelves at any 
rate tamely to become the dupes to Spain ; for all they de- 
fired by the diſpatch of the 28th of October, was an aſ- 
farance of the imnocence of the treaty in queſtion, [page 23.) 
and they pafted by every thing elfe, though of the moſt 
hoſtile tendency. Conſcious of this, Lord Egremont, at 
the end of his anſwer to the Conde de Fuentes, December 
51, pleads guilty for himfelf and his brother miniſters, to 
the charge that may be exhibited againſt them of an inten- 
tionally facile and willing credulity, when he ſays, — But 
1 the terms in Which the declaration * (Fuentes's) 
8 conceived; Pare us The regret of not Baving received it 
T fooner ; ; for it appears, at firſt fight, that the anſaver is not 
at all coriformable to the demand. We wanted to be informed, 
if the court of Spain intended to join the French, our enemits, 
to make war on Great-Britain ; or t6 depart from their 
neutral ity : ? Whereas the anſwer concerns one treaty only, 
(all that was aſked by the diſpatch of the 28th of Ottober) 
which is faid to be of the 15th of Auguſt, carefully avoiding 
70 fay the eaſt word that could explain, in any manner, the 
intentions of Spain towards Great Britain, or the further en- 
gagements they may have contracted in the preſent crijis. 
In the diſpatch indeed of Lord Egremont to Lord Briſtol, 
of November 19, in anſwer to Lord Briſtol's letter of 
A November 2, [page 9] the - new ple e amend r 4 


* 
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GORICAL ANSWER, Wm the court wile Maa, Mattie r to 
heir intention with regard to Great Britain in this critical 
b conjuntture,—which brought on the rupture on the roth of 
| December, and is preciſely what Was directed 0 Mr. Pitt 
10 early as July 28. 


1 cannot 


* That the ſaid treaty is nd a convention, e the fani of Bourbon, 
coherein there is nothing that has the leaſt relation to the preſent war. Fuentes's 
note delivered to Lord „ ee — 25. [ Page 3 1 


239 3 


4 N > 
I cannot paſs by that other part of Lord Egremont's 
anſwer, delivered to the Count de Fuentes December 31, in 
> which it is faid, — the ambaſſador (of England) having ad- >; 
4 dreſſed himſelf to the miniſter of Spain for that purpeſe, could | 


only draw from him a refuſal to give a ſatigſactory anſwer to 
his Majeſty's JUST REQUISITIONS, * which he had accompa- 
med with terms that breathed nothing but haughtineſs, animo- 
fity, and menace, and which ſeemed ſo ſtrongly to verify the 
Nuſpricions of the unamicable diſpoſition of the court of Spain. 
[page 49.] without obſerving that this cannot be the real 
ſtate of the fact (though his Lordſhip but a few lines be- 
fore ſays, — he will confine himſelf to fats, with the moſt 
ſcrupulous exatneſs for Lord Egremont receives no anſwer 
from Lord Briſtol + to the orders to make the jus REI“ 
$1TIONS contained in his two diſpatches (of the 28th of 
Om and . of hes js till the 24th of Decem- 


YA 


ber, 
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i 
„The following paragraph of Lord Briſtol 8 letter of 8 2, [page 
2 0 ] demonſtrates that theſe i reguſitions were not made in conſequenee of 
any orders from the court of En gland : fach firong reports of an approaching rup- 
ture between Great-Britain and Spain, grounded upon ſeveral authentic aſſurances 
I had received, that ſome agree ment had been ſettled and ſigned between their 
Catholic and Mo oft Chriftian Masi. e D ME #9 enquire e 


into this fair. N i; 


© + Tt is remarked in the Gabetts of Madrid, publiſhed by authority, in 
theſe words: Gazette de Amſterdam du Mardi 2 3 Février, 1762. De 
% Madrid le 2 Fevrier, 1762. Par le meme courier, qui a apportẽ au Roi 
158 la nouvelle de la rẽſolution priſe A la cour Britannique de nous declarer 
“ la guerre, le Comte de Fuentes a envoys 2 S. M. un mémoire remis à 
ce cet ambaſſadeur avant ſon depart de Londres par le Comte d'Egremont, 
« $ecretaire d'Etat de S. M. Britannique, en reponſe à la declaration que 
& Je Comte de Fuentes lui avoit donne par écrit quelques jours auparavant. 
Ces deux pieces ont ẽtẽ inſerees, par ordre de notre cour, dans la Ga- 


SH 

& zette de Madrid, avec les obſervations ſuivantes ſur le memoire delivre 

e par le Comte d'Egremont.--- Et ce qu'il y a de plus ſingulier, 9 924 il 
attribuent 
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ber, a fortnight after the rupture, which happened on the 
roth [pages 41 and 43.] except what I will now ſtate, 


> which is far from containing the repeated and the moſt ſting- 


5 ing refuſals to give the leaſt ſatigaction. [page 50.] 
Extract from Lord Briſtol's letter to the Earl of Egre- 
mont, November 23. [page 37.]—1t will not be poſſible for me 
to re-diſpatch a meſſenger to England for ſeveral days, notwith- 

an my having ng marker * ee 0 M. * all, 

_# 

n ee 

c attribuent la derniere tentative qu'on a fait faire au Lord Briſtol, et qui a 

© cauſe la rupture, au ton de hauteur, d "animoſute, et de menace, avec lequel 


& (felon eux) notre cour a repondu aux demandes hoannites et amialles que ce 
« miniftre fit en vertu (diſent ils) d'un ordre du 28 Octobre. Malheureuſement 


<« pour eux, ils n'ont point fait attention que, dans un intervalle comme celui du 
« 28 du dit mois au 1 ou ad , Decembre, jour auquel arriva le dernier courier 
c du Lord Briſtol, il eft impoſſible qu'on exprts vienne de Londres a Madrid, 
« retourne a Londres avec la reponſe a ſa deptche, et revieme a Madrid avec 
la replique.” | 


4 | TANG LL AT 10 5 
* Amſterdam Gaz. Tueſday, Feb. 23, 1762. Madrid, Feb. 2, 1762. By the 
cc fame courier which has brought the King the news of the court of Great- 
4 Britain's reſolution to declare war againſt us, the Count de Fuentes has 
<< fent his Majeſty a memorial which was delivered to that ambaſſador before 
cc his leaving London, by the Earl of Egremont, his Brittanic Majeſty's 
« Secretary of State, in anſwer” to the declaration which the Count de 
« Fuentes had delivered to him in writing ſome days before. Theſe two 
ce pieces have, by order of our court, been inſerted in the Madrid Gazette, 
«© with the following remarks on the memorial delivered by the Earl of 
« E gremont : and, what is more ſingular, is, that they attribute the laſt endea- 
& our, which they ordered Lord Briſtol to make, and which cauſed the rupture, 
© #9 the language of haughtineſs, animoſity, and menace; with which (according 
& to them) our court anſwered to the civil and amicable demand that miniſter 
& made in conſequence ſay they) of an order of the 28th of October. Unfar- 
&« tunately for them, they have not conſidered, that in an interval from the 28th 

& & of October to the 1 or 2d of December, the day upon which Lord Br itoÞ's 
<« laſt letter arrived, it is impoſſible an expreſs can come from London to 
& Madrid, return to London with an anſwer to his di 1ſpatch, and go back to 

1 « Madrid W: :th the reply.” 
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at which T entered minutely into every argument ſuggeſted to me 
by your Lordſhip. Although I dare not flatter myſelf with having 
gained any ground upon the Spaniſh minifter, yet I never before 
obſerved his Excellency liften with greater attention to my dif- 
courſe, than at our late meeting. When he anſwered me it 
was without warmth ; when he applied to me, it was friendly ; 
and, after long reaſonings on both ſides, we parted with reci- 
procal proteſtations to each other of our earneſt defire to con- 
tinue in peace. General Wall alſo promiſed me to acquaint his 
Catholic Majeſty circumſtantially, with what had paſſed be- 
tween us. I entreat your Lordſhip not to think me inconſe- 
quential in what I relate : it is my duty to mention the reſult 
of each mterview with the Spaniſh Secretary of State. All T 
ſent an account of in my letters of the 2d inſtant, was lite- 
rally what had happened at that time; and the change I have 
juſt hinted, when I laſt ſaw M. Wall, is equally certain. 

I will obſerve but upon one paſſage more, and that is Lord 
Egremont's diſpatch of November 19, becauſe when he is 
drove to the neceflity of defending the proceedings of the 
preſent miniſtry, he gives (what poſſibly was not his object) 
the fulleſt juſtification of Mr. Pitt. — As to the afſertion of 
that minifter (M. Wall) That his Catholic Majeſty never 
could obtain an anſwer from the Britiſh miniſtry, to any 
memorial or paper that was ſent from Spain, either by 
« the channel of the Count de Fuentes, or through your 
hands, — it would be a uſeleſs condeſcenſion to appeal fo re- 
 peatedly to thoſe ample materials in your Excellency's poſſeſſion, 
for the confutation of a propoſition ſo notoriouſly groundleſs, 
that it ſcarce deſerves a ſerious anſiver. The language M. 
Wall held, relative to the late negotiation with France, as well 
as with regard to our ambition and unbounded thirſt of con- 
queſt, as it conſiſts of mere abufive aſſertion, without the leaſt 
4 ſhew of argument, deſerves nothing but plain contradiction. 


[page 31.] 
L Before 
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Before I quit the papers, it may be neceſſary to add, that 
I. ſee nothing ſo alarming in the war with Spain, had it 
been entered into in time, and were well conducted. I 
have read the hiſtories of both nations, and am happy to 
agree with our miniſters, that — experience has ſbewn, that 
when in contradiction to the obvious principles of our common 
intereſt, that harmony has been unhappily interrupted, Spain 
has always been the greateſt ſufferer. [page 21.] 
| Need I do more in ſupport. of this opinion, than mention 
the late war againſt the combined forces of France and 
Spain, united before the French marine was annihilated, 
as it now is, and at a period when the navy of England 


had not reached its preſent greatneſs, and irreſiſtable e 


riority ? 


The evidence to be drawn from theſe 3 and mu- 


tilated papers, is now fully and fairly ſtated. 1 call them 


5 imperfett and mutilated, becauſe they have their commence- 


ment only from the very point when the long negotiation 
between England and Spain being become hopeleſs, the in- 
ſolent attempt was made by the two branches of the Houſe 
of Bourbon, then united, to force on his Majeſty and the En g- 
liſh nation, the conceſſion of thoſe inadmiſſible terms, which 
Spain alone deſpaired of being able to compel us to grant. An 
attempt of inſiduous perfidy, which at once proved the par- 
ticular peace betwixt England and France to be hopeleſs and 
impracticable; for what ceſſions to France could an Engliſh 
adminiſtration be juſtified in making, while ſhe declared 
herſelf eventually engaged to take part with Spain in a new 


war for Spaniſh objects, totally inadmiſſible ; from which 
proteſt it doth not appear that either court ever departed ? 


The ſpecious and falſe appearances of candour, which the 


publication of papers in ſuch a ſtate is meant to convey, are 


as eaſily ſeen through and detected, as they are unfair and 


FN generous. A great deal of very important intelligence, 


relative 
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relative to the point in queſtion, is plainly withheld, The 
ſuſpicions ariſing from the ſuppreſſion of evidence are, no 
doubt, in the opinion of government, more tolerable than 
the conviction founded upon full proof. Even the particu- 
lars of the negotiation with France are ſtill ſecreted from the 
public, as far as it is in the power of our government ; leſt, 
among other good reaſons, as it ſtands naturally connected 
with the Spaniſh, they might, if conſidered together, throw 
too ſtriking a light upon the whole. The infinite impor- 
tance of what is ſuppreſſed I do not pretend to determine; 
but the papers are evidently thus partially laid before the 
public by adminiſtration, to juſtify, if poſſible, their delay; 
with what ſucceſs the public will determine. As to the 
wiſdom of the ritten advice, it ſtands already proved by 
the event: but before we can enter fully into that diſpute 
(if there can be ſtill a doubt) a4 the materials, al the evi- 
dence, both from papers and fas, on which that advice 
was founded, ought, in common juſtice, to be laid before 
the public. From what we already know with certainty, 
even from theſe papers, as to what Spain had already done, not 


* from what that court might further intend to do *, I cannot 


but own my ſurprize that there ſhould be a difference of 
opinion with regard to meaſures to be taken againſt Spain, of 
the higheſt importance to the honour of the crown, and to the 
moſt efſential national intereſts *. When I am told that one 
noble Lord, and the late Secretary of State, of the moſt con- 
fidential ſervants of the crown, concurred in an opinion ſo 
evident, ſo clearly deduced from ſuch a variety of proofs, I 
cannot but imagine that there muſt have deen ſome power- 
ful combination, ſome underhand intrigues, among miniſ- 
ters of more denomination than one, to force the reſigna- 
8 tion of the Right Hon. Gentleman. He muſt long have 

| been 
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been looked upon with an unfriendly and jealous eye by 
miniſters, to whom it is his honour that he was ſo very 
unlike; and who, though real unanimity attended it in the 
nation, could ill brook his poſſeſſing in ſo high a degree, 
(what they never had the leaſt ſhare of) the confidence of 
a diſcerning and enlightened people. A point of the ut- 
moſt conſequence to every miniſtry in this kingdom. The 
glories of this gentleman's adminiſtration (that is, while 
he was allowed to guide * the meaſures of this nation) and 
the applauſes of his grateful country, have given him at 


leaſt a due portion of envy, which is a certain attendant on 


ſplendid merit. 


Sure fate of all, beneath whoſe riſing ray, 

Each ſtar of meaner merit fades away 

Oppreſs d we feel the beam directly beat; 

Thoſe ſuns of glory pleaſe not till they ſet. 
PoE. 


That 


* Tf one miniſter on reſgning the ſeals may not, in the true ſpirit of the 
conſtitution, ſay that he reſigns, in order not to remain reſponſible for meaſures ' 
which he was no longer allowed to guide in his own department, to the execu- 
tion of which he muſt ſet his hand; what an idea of parliament and of the 
conſtitution muſt another have entertained, who could, juſt before taking 
the ſeals, write the following circular letter, not yet be- verſſſied or be- noted? 


> 

„The King has declared his intention to make me Secretary of State, 
“ and I (very unworthy as I fear I am of ſuch an undertaking) muſt take 
ce the conduct of the Houſe of Commons. I cannot therefore well accept the 
6: office till after the firſt day's debate, which may be a warm one. A great 
& attendance that day of my friends will be of the greateſt conſequence to 
“my future ſituation, and I ſhould be extremely happy, if you would for 
« that reaſon, ſhew yourſelf amongſt them, to the great honour of, Qc.“ 
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That only two reſignations have accompanied that of 
the late Secretary, is no ſurprize to me. 
Je ſuis Anglois, je dois faire le bien 
De mon pays, mais plus encore le mien *, 
fays Voltaire, who lived a good while in this country, and 
ſeems to know it pretty well. 

From theſe few and ſcanty materials, fo e dealt 
out to the public, I have endeavoured to give you all the 
ſatisfaction in my power. I could poſſibly have amuſed 
you more, but I have all along preferred the deſire of in- 
forming to that of entertaining you. Perhaps you had been 
better pleaſed if IJ had deviated more, and had not confined 
myſelf ſo ſtrictly to the evidence of the papers, and to fads 
which will not be denied. 

To conclude. Let me add to hopes not very ſanguine, 
very ſincere and very fervent wiſhes : — May the moſt per- 
feet harmony, mutual confidence, and unanimity (which Lord 
Egremont, October 28, ſays, [page 23.]) now reign in his 
1 Majeſty's councils, for the ſake of the public, long continue! 
May the expedition now failed to the Weſt-Indies prove, 
by ſucceſs, to have been timely in preparation, adequate in 
force, to the object, whatever it may be! May our army 
in Germany , (ſince it is {till to continue there, though 
Mr. Pitt has-retired) and the Kings of Pruſſia and Portu- 
gal find that example has indeed been taken of the ſpirit of 
the late meaſures +, [page 23-] and that the meaſures of go- 


M vernment 

— — ——— —— 

* Thus tranſlated. I am an Engliſhman, and am to promote the 
good of my country, but ſtill more My own. 


+ Ie is confidently aſſerted. in honour of the Secretary of State of the 
northern department, that he likewiſe did immediately on Mr. Pitt's reſigna- 
tion give the ſtrongeſt aſſurances to the German allies, that the reſignation 
of that miniſter would not occaſion the leaſt change in meaſures, except only 
that they would be carried on with redoubled vigour. 
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wernment will ſuffer no relaxation, [page 22.] from feeble, 
procraſtinating, and undecided counſels, founded in weak- 
8 neſs and duplicity, and, to grace the whole, may the beſt 

diſpoſed Prince, that has at any time ſwayed the ſceptre of 
Alfred, never live to want a miniſter as able, and ſucceſs- 
ful as Mr. Pitt. 


I am, Dear SIR, 


Your's, &c. &c. 


March 9, 1762. | 
JOHN WILKES. 


The following Letters, Cards, &c. that paſſed between | 
Lord TALBOT, Mr. Wirk ESs, and Colonel BERKLEY, 
relate to a difference between the two firſt Gentlemen, 
on account of the publication of a paper, intitled, The 
NORTH BRITON, Number XII. dated Auguſt 21, 
1762, which difference was afterwards decided by a quel. 


To JOHN WILKES, Fg. 


R. SECKER preſents his compliments to Mr. Wilkes, 
he has been three times at his houſe to wait on him 
from Lord Talbot. Mr. Secker would be obliged to Mr. 
Wilkes to let him know by a note directed to him at Mr. 
Holford's, St. James's Palace, where and what time Mr. 
Secker could ſpeak to him this afternoon. If he does not 
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| & to-morrow morning at his houſe. 
Sept. 10, Half paſt two o'clock. 


WY ——z4%« „5 ä — —— 2 
ry 2 40 ow — * 8 ws — — - * — 


To 


r 
__ * a 


Sr M Sr * es F r 3 8 N = — 
Chen Pail Sa eb ds ͤ˖A re ee oe er ee RI WO te Log IS. 1 = wy * 2 > & p . 9 On ——ä— III 
£ 8 N 1 rr N 2 
py x tr hating by TIN 1 3 » — = 


rr 5. ghee, 2 
7 


ww; 
UAE Ne 


8 


— eee 
2 n 
5 * At x 


hear from Mr. Wilkes, will wait on him by nine o'clock . 
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To Mr. Secker, at Mr. Holford's, St. 


James's Palace. 


R. WIL EK ES's compliments to Mr. Secker, was not 


Secker had once called in Great George-ſtreet, ſhall be at 
home from ſeven till eight this evening, and as Mr. Wilkes 
_ ſhall be alone, he ſuppoſes at this meeting Mr. Secker will 
bring no company. 13 
Great George: ſtreet, 
Friday afternoon, Five, Sept. 10. 


To JOHN WILKES, Eſq. 
R. Sr CKER'S compliments to Mr. Wilkes, he will 
| wait on him alone this evening between ſeven and 
eight. | | | | 
St. James's. 


To Colonel WI LK ES. 


S IR. | | 1 
S I have received no anſwer to a letter I wrote to you 
on the 25th of Auguſt, and find by ſending to your 
houſe in town that I can have no immediate opportunity of 
+ ſeeing you, I am forced again by a letter to aſk if you avow 
or diſclaim being author of the paper intitled The North 
Briton of the 21ſt of Auguſt. 


| 5 Bolton- ſtreet, 


September 10, 1762. TAL B OF. 
| |  *" 


- 


1 acquainted till this minute by his note, that Mr. 
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To Earl TALBOT. 
My LORD, | 


Beg your Lordſhip to do me the juſtice to believe that I 
have never yet received the letter to me at Wincheſter, 


which Mr. Secker tells me was ſent there a fortnight ago. 
I have juſt now the honour of your Lordſhip's by that 
gentleman. Your Lordſhip aſks if I avow or diſclaim be- 
ing author of the paper intitled, The North Briton of 
the 21ſt of Auguſt. My anſwer is, that I muſt firſt inſiſt 
on knowing your Lordſhip's right to catechiſe me about an 
anonymous paper. If your Lordſhip is not fatisfied with 
this, I ſhall ever be ready to give your Lordſhip. any other 
ſatisfaction becoming me as a gentleman. _ 
| J am, my LORD, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
RE George-ſtreet, humble ſervant, 
Friday, Sept. 10. JOHN WILKES. 


To Earl TALBOT. 

My LORD, 
Left Wincheſter, with Lord Effingham's leave, on the * 
2d of Auguſt, and did not return to this City till the 
12th of this month. My drum-major brought me your * 
Lordſhip's letter yeſterday. I now return it with the ſeal 
_ unbroke, as the cleareſt demonſtration that I never have 
read the contents of 'it. I ſuppoſe they are the ſame with 
the letter I had the honour of receiving and anſwering by 


Mr. Secker. Tam, my LORD, 
| Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 
8 Wincheſter, humble ſervant, Hb 
.- ES . 


Y Sept. 14, 1762. J OHN WILKES. 
# | | To i 
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Suppoſe you have, by this time, found the letter I wrote 
directed to you at Wincheſter, and that hath acquainted 
[ you why I addreſſed myſelf to Mr. Wilkes, to enquire if the 
North Briton, of the 21ſt of Auguſt, was written by him. 
I well know every gentleman, who contributes to ſupport 


N To Colonel . Winelitfter. 
| 


periodical papers by his pen, is not anſwerable for all the 
papers that appear under the title of that which he afliſts; 
but I cannot conceive that any man ſhould refuſe to aſſure 
a perſon, who hath been the object of the wit of any 
paper, that he was not the author of the paper he did not 
write. Every man's ſenſe of honour ought to direct his 


conduct; if you prefer a perſonal engagement to the de- 
nying being the author of a paper that hath been ſo free 
with my name; I, who am publicly affronted by that 


paper, cannot, in honour, avoid requiring the ſatisfaction 


you ſeem moſt deſirous to give. Be pleaſed to write, 
or ſend to me, as ſoon as you have determined what part 
you will act. I ſhall be in London Thurſday and Friday 
next, and this day ſe'nnight, after which T ſhall not be in 
London till 1 ee the 23d. | 


I am, 8 I R, 


Your humble fervant, 


Bolton. ſtreet, | 
Septen 12, 1762.” © TAO HOT. 


EE — — 


To Earl TALBOT. 


y My L OR D, y 
| I Had not, till yeſterday, the honour of your Lordſhip's 

letter of the 12th, and embrace this earlieſt opportunity 
of acknowledging it. Your Lordſhip has not yet,- in my 
poor idea, aſcertained the right you claim of interrogating 
me about the paper of the 21ſt of Auguſt ; and I will firſt 
know the very good authority on which I am thus queſ- 
tioned, before I will return any anſwer whatever. 

Your Lordſhip deſires me to write, or fend to you, as 
ſoon as I have determined what part I ſhall act. I intended 
my firſt letter ſhould have made that ſufficiently clear. 

| I am, my LORD, 
Your Lordfhip's very humble ſervant, 


N 


* 


Wincheſter, | 
Sept. 16, 1762. | 8 JOHN WILKE 8. 


To Colonel WILKES. 

S IR., 

Have this inſtant received your's of the 16th. It is 

your own declaration, before men of truth and honour, 
that you occaſionally aſſiſted the paper called the North 
Briton with your pen, that is the foundation of my in- 
terrogating you about the North Briton of the 21ſt of 
Auguſt — and whatever may be your idea, mine is, that 
when a gentleman owns himſelf an occaſional author of 
an anonymous ſatyrical paper, any perſon, by name ri- 
diculed in ſuch an hebdomical performance, hath a right to 


alk the occaſional avowed writer, if he was the author of - 
the offending paper. 


8 


ee 3; 62 | TALBOT. 


muſt and will conclude I wrote it. Your Lordſhip has 


| 1 

You may now, Sir, anſwer my queſtion or not; I have 

offered to put myſelf- upon that footing with you that 
became a man who hath ſpirit, and is influenced by ho- 8 
nour — if you do not W the OP I muſt and will con- 5 

clude you wrote it. | 

Bolton-ſtreet, | Your humble ſervant, ' 


To Farl TALBOT. 


My L ORD, 
UNDAY's poſt brought me your Lordſhip s of the 

Y 17th, and by the return of it this waits on your Lord- 
ſhip. 

You are pleaſed to ſay that it is my own declaration be- 
fore men of truth and honour that I occaſionally aſſiſted 
the paper called the North Briton. I with your Lordſhip 
had been more explicit, and had mentioned the name of any 
one gentleman before whom I made that declaration. Was 
it made in public? Or was it in private converſation ? Still 
I have the misfortune of not yet ſeeing your Lordſhip's 
right of putting the queſtion to me about the paper of the 
21ſt of Auguſt, and till I do, I will never reſolve your 
Lordſhip on that head, though I would any friend I have | 
in the world, who had the curioſity of aſking me, if it was 
in a civil manner. | 

Your Lordſhip ſays that if I do not deny the paper, you 


my free conſent to make any concluſions you think proper, 
whether they are well or ill grounded ; and I feel the moſt 
perfect indifference about what they are, or the n | 
of them. 


I intend _ 
99399338 —8888— — tt AS 
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I intend at preſent to make a tour on Thurſday to the 
Ifle of Wight. I ſhall return to this city the — 


8 of the next week. 


Jam, my L 0 R D, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 


Wincheſter, 5 humble ſervant, 
Sept. 21, 1762. JOHN WILKES. 


To. Colonel BERKELEY. 


5 I R, 
ORD Talbot, by.3 your ES: has at laſt brought 


this important queſtion to the preciſe point, where 
my firſt anſwer to his Lordſhip fixed it, if he preferred 
that. As you have only ſeen the two laſt letters, I muſt 
entreat you to caſt your eye over thoſe preceding, becauſe 
I apprehend they will juſtify an obſervation or two I made 


this morning, when I had the honour of paying my com- 
- pliments to you at camp. 


Be aſſured that if I am between heaven and earth, I will 


be on Tueſday evening at Tilbury s, the Red Lion at Bag- 


ſhot, and on Wedneſday morning will play this duet with 
his Lordſhip. 

It is a real ſatisfaction to me that his Lordſhip is ; to be 
accompinied by a gentleman of Colonel Berkeley's worth 
and honour. 

This will be delivered to you by my adjutant, who at: 
tends me to Bagſhot. I ſhall not bring any ſervant with 
me, from the fear of any of the parties being known. My 
piſtols only, or his Lordſhip' S, at * de ſhall decide 
this point. 

I * 
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5 beg the favour of you to return me the letters, as I 
z mean to leave Wincheſter this evening. I have Lord 


Bruce's leave of abſence for ten days. 


RED am, with fincere regard, SIR, 
Wincheſter, | Your very humble ſervant, 


LE 


Sept. 30, 1702. 
JOHN WILKES. 


I hope that we may make a partie quarree for 10 on 
Tueſday at Bagſhot. 


To Colonel WILKE. | 
-D Þ + 
I Have read all __ los and ſhall depend upon the 
pleaſure of ſupping with you at Tilbury's, the Red Lion 
at Bagſhot, Tueſday evening. My ſervant will attend me, 
as the going alone would give room for ſuſpicion ; but you 
may depend upon his following your direction at Bagſhot, | 
and that he ſhall not be ſeen where you would not have 
him. —I am much obliged by your favourable opinion, 
and am 
Your very humble ſervant, | 
* Camp near Wincheſter, 
N Sept. 38, 1762. N. BERKELEY. | 
: 


Tackadiln is the copy of a letter received by Mr. Stanley 
this afternoon. (It related to the taking the Havannah.] 
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To theſe letters we ſhall ſubjoin the following paper, as 
it alſo relates to the ſame North Briton.] 
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To Earl TEMPLE. 


My LO R D, | | 

1 Had the honour of tranſmitting to your Lordſhip copies 
of ſeven letters, which paſſed between Lord Talbot and 
me. As the affair is now over, I incloſe an original letter 
of Col. Berkeley's, with a copy of mine previous to it, 
which fixed the particulars of our meeting, and therefore 
remained a ſecret, very ſacredly kept by the four perſons 

concerned. | 
I came here at three this-afternoon, and about five I was 2 
told, that Lord Talbot and Col. Berkeley were in the houſe. | þ P 
Lord Talbot had been here at one, and was gone again, | 
leaving a meſſage, however, that he would ſoon return. I 
had continued in the room where I was at my firſt coming, 
for fear of raiſing any ſuſpicion. I ſent a compliment to 
Col. Berkeley, and that I wiſhed to ſee him. He was fo 
obliging to come to me directly. I told him that I ſup- 
poſed we were to ſup together with Lord Talbot, whom TI 
was ready to attend, as became a private gentleman, and 
that he and Mr. Harris, [Mr. Wilkes's adjutant] as our 
ſeconds, would ſettle. the - buſineſs of the next morning, 
according to my letter to him from Wincheſter, and his 
anſwer. Berkeley ſaid, that his Lordſhip deſired to finiſh 
the buſineſs immediately. I replied, that the appointment 
was to ſup together that evening, and to fight in the morn- 
ing; that, in conſequence of ſuch an arrangement, I had, 
like an idle man of pleaſure, put off ſome buſineſs of real 
importance, which I meant to ſettle before I went to bed. 


> 


I added, that I was come from Mednenham Abbey, where i 
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the morning; that the world would therefore conclude that 
> I was drunk, and form no favourable opinion of his Lord- 
'3* ſhip from a duel at ſuch a time; that it more became us 
both to take a cool hour of the next morning, as carly a 


one as was agreeable to his Lordſhip. Berkeley faid, that 
he had undertaken to bring us together, and, as we were 
both now at Bagſhot, he would leave us to ſettle our own 
buſineſs. He then aſked me, if I would go with him to 
his Lordſhip. I ſaid I would any moment he pleaſed. 
We went directly with my adjutant. 
I found his Lordſhip in an agony of paſſion. He faid, 
that I had injured, that I had inſulted him ; that he was 
not uſed to be injured, or inſulted : What did I mean? Did 
I, or did I not, write the North Briton of Auguſt the 21}, 
which affronted his honour? He would know ; he in- 
ſiſted on a direct anſwer ; here were his piſtols. I replied, 
that he would ſoon uſe them ; that I defired to know by 
what right his Lordſhip catechiſed me about a paper, which 
did not bear my name; that I ſhould never reſolve him that 


* queſtion, till he made out the right of putting it; and that 
if I could have entertained any other idea, I was too well 
bred to have given his Lordſhip and Col. Berkeley the 
trouble: of coming to Bagſhot. I obſerved, that I was a 
private Engliſh gentleman, perfectly free and independent, 
which I held' to be a character of the higheſt dignity ; that 

I obeyed with pleaſure a gracious Sovereign, but would 
never ſubmit to the arbitrary dictates of a fellow ſubject, a 
Lord Steward of his Houſhold ; my ſuperior indeed in 
| rank, fortune, and abilities, but my equal only in honour, 
courage, and liberty. His Lordſhip then aſked me if I 
would fight him that evening. I ſaid, that I preferred the 
next morning, as it had been ſettled before, and gave my 
reaſons. His Lordſhip replied, that he inſiſted on finiſhing 
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the affair immediately. I told him that I ſhould very ſoon 
be ready; that I did not mean to quit him, but would 
abſolutely firſt ſettle ſome important buſineſs relative to the 
education of an only daughter, whom I tenderly loved; 


that it would take up but a very little time, and I would 


immediately after decide the affair in any way he choſe, 
for I had brought both ſword and piſtols. I rung the bell 
for pen, ink, and paper, deſiring his Lordſhip to conceal 
his piſtols, that they might not be ſeen by the waiter. He 
ſoon after became half frantic, and made uſe of a thouſand 
indecent expreſſions, that I ſhould be hanged, damned, &c. 
I faid, that I was not to be frighted, nor in the leaſt 
affected by ſuch violence; that God had given me a firm- 
neſs and ſpirit, equal to his Lordſhip's, or any man's; that 


cool courage ſhould always mark me, and that it would | 


be ſeen how well bottomed I was. 
After the waiter had brought pen, ink, and paper, I pro- 
poſed that the door of the room might be locked, and not 


opened till our buſineſs was decided. His Lordſhip, on 


this propoſition, became quite outrageous, declared that 
this was meer butchery, and that I was a wretch, who 


ſought his life. I reminded him, that I came there on a 


point of honour, to give his Lordſhip ſatisfaction; that I 
mentioned the circumſtance of locking the door only to 
prevent all poſſibility of interruption, and that I would in 
every circumſtance be governed, not by the turbulence of 
the moſt violent temper I had ever ſeen, but by the calm 
determinations of our two ſeconds, to whom I implicitly 
ſubmitted. His Lordſhip then aſked me, if I would deny 
the paper. I anſwered, that I neither would own, nor 
deny it ; if I ſurvived, I would afterwards declare, not be- 


fore. Soon after he grew a little cooler, and in a ſoothing 


turn of voice ſaid, I have never, I believe, offended Mr. 
Wilkes; why has he attacked me? He muſt be ſorry to 
1 | ſee 
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iN fought him with a halter about my neck; that I would 
4 fight him for all that; and if he fell, I ſhould not tarry 


2 . | 
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ſee me unhappy. I aſked, upon what grounds his Lord- | 
ſhip imputed the paper to me? That Mr. Wilkes would 
juſtify any.paper to which he had put his name, and would 8 
equally aſſert the privilege of not giving any anſwer what= FT 


ever about a paper which he had not; that this was my 
undoubted right, which I was ready to ſeal with my blood. 
He then faid, he admired me exceedingly, really loved me, 
but I was an unaccountable animal — ſuch. parts! but would 
I kill him who had never offended me? &c. &c. &c. 
We had, after this, a good deal of converſation about the 
Bucks Militia, and the day his Lordſhip came to ſee us on 
Wycombe Heath before I was Colonel. He ſoon after flamed 
out again, and faid to me, You are a murderer, you want 
to kill me, but I am ſure I ſhall kill you, I know I ſhall, 
by God. If you will fight, if you kill me, I hope you will 
be hanged; I know you will. I aſked, if I was firſt to be 
: killed, and afterwards hanged ; that. I knew his Lordſhip 


fought me with the King's pardon in his pocket, and 1 


here a moment for the tender mercies of ſuch a miniſtry, 

but would directly proceed to the next ſtage, where my 

valet de chambre waited for me, and from thence I would 

make the beſt of my way to France, as men of honour 

were ſure of protection in that kingdom. He ſeemed much 

affected by this. He then told me, that I was an un- 

believer, and wiſhed to be killed. I could not help ſmiling 

at this, and obſerved that we did not meet at Bagſhot to 

ſettle articles of faith, but points of honour; that indeed 

I had no fear of dying, but I enjoyed life as much as any 

man in it; that I was as little ſubje&t to be gloomy, or 

even peeviſh, as any Engliſhman whatever; that I valued 

life, and the fair enjoyments of it ſo much, I would never 
quit it by my own conſent, except on a call of honour. 

EE | I then \ 
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I then wrote a letter to your Lordſhip, Ky 
education of Miſs Wilkes, and gave you my poor * 
for the ſteady friendſhip, with which you have ſo man 
years honoured me. Colonel Berkeley took the care of 4 
letter, and J have ſince deſired him to ſend it to Stowe, for 
the ſentiments of the heart at ſuch a moment are beyond all 
politics, and indeed every thing elſe, but ſuch virtue as 
Lord Temple's. | 

When I had ſealed my letter, I told his Lordſhip I 
was entirely at his ſervice, and I again deſired that we 
might decide the affair in the room, becauſe there could 
not be a poſſibility of interruption; but he was quite inex- 
" orable. He then aſked me how many times we ſhould fire? 
I ſaid, that I left it to his choice: I had brought a flaſk 
of powder, and a bag of bullets. Our ſeconds then charged 
the piſtols which my Adjutant had brought. They were 
large horſe piſtols. It was agreed that we ſhould fire at the 
word of command, to be given by one of our ſeconds. They 
toſſed up, and it fell to my Adjutant to give the word. 
We then left the inn, and walked: to a garden at ſome 
diſtance from the houſe. It was near ſeven, and the moon 
ſhone very bright. We ſtood about eight yards diſtant, 
and agreed not to turn round before we fired, but to con- 
tinue facing each other. Harris gave the word. Both 
our fires were in very exact time, but neither took effect. 
I walked up immediately to his Lordſhip, and told him 
that now I avowed the paper. His Lordſhip paid me the 
higheſt encomiums on my courage, and ſaid he would 
declare every where that I was the nobleſt fellow God 
had ever made. He then deſired, that we might now be 
good friends, and retire to the inn to drink a bottle of 
.- Claret together, which we did with great good humour 
7 and much laugh. His Lordſhip afterwards went to Wind- 
ſor, Colonel Berkeley and my Adjutant to Wincheſter, and I 

continue 
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continue here till to-morrow morning, waiting the return 
of my valet de chambre, to whom I have ſent a meſſenger. 
Berkeley told me, that he was grieved for his Lordſhip and 
paſſion, and admired my courage and coolneſs beyond his 
fartheſt idea; that was his expreſſion. | 

I have a million of other particulars to relate, but I bluſh 
already at the length of this letter. Your Lordſhip will 
ſoon ſee Colonel Berkeley, and I hope in a few days to pay 
my devoirs at Stowe. I intend to be at Ayleſbury quarter 
ſeſſions by Thurſday dinner. 
My moſt reſpectful compliments always attend Lady 
Temple. 


I am ever, my dear LOR D, 


Your Lordſhip's very devoted, 
October 5, 1762. And obedient humble Servant, 
Red- lion, Bagſhot, 
Ten at Night. JOHN WILKES. 


[The following FALSE and INFAMOUS attack on the repu- 
tation and character of Mr. WILKES, was inſerted in 
the Auditor, dated September 30, 1762. The Editor 
of theſe papers, therefore, thinks it his duty to vindicate 
that gentleman's innocence by giving a place to the 
charge itſelf, and the letters which paſſed in conſequence 
of the accuſation. 
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Extract from the AUDITOR, Ne XIX. 


HERE may be a beet many other articles added, 
eſpecially if Colonel Cataline and his gang repair 
to Stowe, in order to frame the accuſation. When the bill 
of impeachmeht is ſettled, I think it ſhould not be tried 
by the Lords, but rather be moved by Certiorari, before 
Sir James Hodges, Mr. Beardmore, the Dutch contractors, 
and ſtock-jobbers, &c. Nor would I have Colonel Cata- 
line be a manager of the proſecution, but rather turn evi- 
dence ; for which the reader will think him well qualified, 
when he has read the following ſhort 98 which he may 
depend is authentic. 
A young gentlemen, of twelve years old, who is placed 
for education at Wincheſter- college, and is ſon to the noble 
Lord in queſtion * being the other day in a bookſeller's 
ſhop at Wincheſter, Colonel Cataline entered the place, 
and moſt liberally and manfully accoſted the youth in theſe 


« head cut off. — Sir? — © He will loſe his head in leſs 
* than ſix months. — For what, Sir? I never heard that 
© he has done any thing amiſs : he has a great many friends; 


© ſuch as and and ---- and the 


© Right Honourable George = nas Ay, he is your 
* father's great puppy dog: but, depend upon it, your fa- 


« pieces.” The youth upon this burſt into tears with in- 
dignation ; and turning ſhort, as he ruſhed out of the ſhop, 
* You are a ſquinting been ſays he, for offering to 
talk to me in this manner. 


————— —— —ͤ—„— 
* A {ſon of the Earl of Bute. 
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words: — © Young gentleman, your father will have his 


% ther will loſe his head, or the mob ſhall tear him to 
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I have related this ſtory in order to ſhew of what a truly 
heroic, manly, and liberal mind Colonel Cataline is poſ- 
ſeſſed, and how fit he is to ſwear what the noble Lord will 
do, ſhould the trial come on. 


To the Rev. Dr. Bu RT ON, Head- 
Maſter of e 


SIR, 


Am really ſorry that it is now become neceſfiry. for me 


to make another application to you in relation to the 


1 ſuppoſed to be brought againft me in the Auditor of 


PT” "EAA 


tion to a falſhood, 4 to blaſt a 8 — 1 ery, a 
right to ſay, not the ſlighteſt ſtain of diſhonqur has ever 
ſpotted. I am conſcious of the moſt perfect innocence as 
to every article of this charge, and I defire that the proof of 
this may be as public as the accufation has been. ; One na- 
tural and obvious method of coming at the truth ; is cer- 


tainly by an examination of the youth himſelf. I beg moſt 


earneſtly that this may be in the preſence of yourſelf, and 
the young gentlemen of the college; and being thus ac- 
cuſed, I ſhould hope to be indulged with being at the 
examination. I am fatisfied that the young gentleman will 
not to my face advance ſo groſs an untruth, as that he has 
had one moment's converſation with me, ſince Sir Francis 
Daſhwood left Wincheſter in the fpring. Sir Francis will 
do me the juſtice of telling the world, how civil and oblig- 
ing, and how becoming us both, were the very few con- 
verſations we had 1 and 894 al 25 in his 
preſence. 


= | Give 
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Give me leave, Sir, to remind you, that a very few 
weeks ago a complaint was made to me of an inſult offered 


the Buckinghamſhire regiment, which I have the honour 
of commanding. I made the moſt immediate enquiry, and 
found the complaint to have been well founded. I ordered 
a very exemplary puniſhment, which was in part inflicted ; 
the reſt, at the requeſt of yourſelf and the young gentle- 
men, was remitted. By my expreſs orders pardon was 
aſked of the college in a public manner. I hope that, in- 


an enquiry into ſo heinous a charge brought againſt me, 


care. Truth and juſtice make this ſtrong claim for me, 
and from the fairneſs of Dr. Burton's character, I am per- 
ſuaded that he will not ſuffer the leaſt failure of juſtice, and 
that 1 ſhall meet with the only v two things I aſk, candour 
and impartiality. _ 

| What I have propoſed muſt, 1 think, Krike a ſenſible 
mind as a probable method of finding out the truth. 4 Bat 
evidence would be .dire#; the collateral evidence is as full 
as I could wiſh. Dr. Brockleſby, phyſician to the army, 


I incloſe his account of a ſtrange political dialogue, which 
paſſed in the bookſeller's ſhop here, at which only the 
young gentleman, the doctor, and the bookſeller were pre- 
ſent. I believe this gave riſe to the fable in the Auditor. 
The evidence of the bookſeller will be found as expreſs as 
the doctor's; no other perſon, by both their accounts, was 
preſent. I am moſt anxious for the examination of the 
young gentleman in any manner you chuſe (but I hope 
that it will be public) becauſe it is whiſpered that he affirms 
ſome of the particulars of the charge, which the Auditor 
has ſo finely cooked up. I declare, upon my honour, that 

| every 
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to the young gentlemen of the college by ſome ſoldiers of 


jured as I am, I ſhall be indulged in the requeſt I make of 


and ſaid to be ſupported by a young gentleman under your 


has given the ſtrongeſt written teſtimony in my juſtification. + 
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every particular of the charge 1s falſe. I will now juſt hint 
what I imagine, from all I have heard, is the real ſtate of 
the fact. | 

The youth has, very frequently, in the bookſeller's ſhop, | 
abuſed me in the groſſeſt terms. He knew fo little of me, 
as to be afraid, if I heard any thing of his behaviour, that 
I ſhould complain to you ; and he dreaded the puniſhment 
he thought muſt follow. To fave himſelf, he has invented 
this curious tale; the falſity of which, in every particular, 
he knows better than any body. If this ſhould appear to 
be the caſe, as I am perſuaded it will, I will venture to fay, 


that it will give the noble Lord, his father, more real con- 
cern than all the papers together, which have been pub- 
liſhed againſt him for the laſt twelvemonth. 
You, Sir, have, with ſo juſt applauſe, formed the tender 
minds of youth to the nobleſt principles, and with ſuch 
ſucceſs have ſown the ſeeds of virtue and honour, that I 
need not ſay how dear and precious to a liberal mind good 
fame is. The faireſt virtue cannot eſcape calumny ; but 
every man, who has it in his power, is, by what ought to 
be the moſt cogent of all motives, a ſtrict regard to juſtice, 
called upon to vindicate injured innocence. 
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All the papers I have referred to are zocke, I beg 
you to peruſe them at your leiſure, and afterwards to re- 
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turn them to me. 


I am, with great reſpec, 


Bet 


81 R, 


Your moſt Nn ſervant, 
Wincheſter, | 
9 October I9, 1702. 5 JOHN WILKES. 8 


1 


To Colonel WILKES. 


8 1 R, 
THEN IT had the Honour: of ſeeing you in my 


_ lodgings, I acquainted you with my reſolution, that 
would not concern myfelf in the affair: at the fame time 
4 T would not read any public papers relating to 

I have the honour to be, wwe? 1 greateſt regard, 
STK, 
Your moſt obedient, 
r Humble ſervant 
Tueſday Morning. | JOHN BURTON. 


[The openneſs and ſpirit of Mr. WILKE'S's letter to 
Dr. Burton, and the brevity of the learned doctor's, in 
anſwer thereto, upon this occaſion, - gave riſe to a few 
obſervations ; which, as they are impartial, and tend to 
illuſtrate this affair, they are inſerted verbatim, being 
£1 555 


Extract from the North Briton, N*X XI. 


HROUGH the whole letter to the Maſter of 
Wincheſter College, there is a nice ſenſe of honour, 
a proper ſpirit of reſentment, and that earneſt deſire of an 
explanation, which truth is as deſirous to obtain, as guilt : 
and falſaood are careful to avoid. The requeſt of a meeting 
with the young gentleman, under the circumſtances there 
mentioned, 


265 $ | 
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mentioned, is highly reaſonable; it is what the injured 7 
party certainly has a right to expect, and what the maſter 


could not for any good reaſons refuſe; to which indeed we . 


impute the beautiful brevity of his epiſtle, the general terms 7 
in which his refuſal is couched, and the peremptory man- 
ner in which he ſhuts up every avenue to a fair and open 

explanation. I ſhould be glad to know what the cautious 
and diſcreet maſter of that College would have thought, if, | 
on his complaint againſt the ſoldier, the Colonel had given 


an anſwer in his own way, and had poſitively told him, in 
his own words, that he would not concern himſelf in the 
affair. This I think is nearly a ſimilar caſe. The perſon 
ſuppoſed to have raiſed this ſtory laid the ſcene of it in a 
place and at a time when he was immediately under the di- 


rection of the maſter, and accountable to him for any miſ- 
behaviour. On what principles therefore he can avoid tak- 


ing cognizance of the affair I cannot ſee, unleſs he conſiders 
himſelf appointed only as an inſtructor in languages, as one 
who has no charge of the heart, nothing to do with the 
morals of his pupils, and equally unconcerned whether 
they tread the paths of honour, or give themſelves up to 
vice and meanneſs. Had the meeting required in this letter 
been agreed to, and let me ſay the honour of the young 
Gentleman himſelf, if innocent, ſeemed loudly to demand 
it, the firſt riſe and whole progreſs of this affair had been 
laid open, the public had been ſatisfied, the innocent | 
45 


cleared, and the guilty given up to that contempt they de- 


ſerved: but ſince this is denied, we ſhall venture to give 
our opinions of the whole tranſaction, and of the perſons 
concerned. 

The young gentleman, with a ſpirit which, every thing 
conſidered, is perhaps not to be diſapproved, had thrown +.; 
out much abuſe againſt Colonel Wilkes, and either through 
fear of puniſhment, as our correſpondent candidly intimates, ? „ 


* or . 
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or through a youthful warmth of diſpoſition, and a deſiie 


45 
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2 
of acquiring the reputation of reſolution, invents a con- 3 5 
. . . - X 'F 63 
ference which never paſſed, ſubſtituting Colonel Wilkes in 5 1 
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the place of Dr. Brockleſby, and adapting circumſtances 
to that ingenious transformation. | 


%, 


The Auditor — whoſe connections with all the great fa- 
milies in the kingdom give him an opportunity of coming 
at private anecdotes — heard a plain, ſimple, and unvar- 

niſhed tale; but having been charged by us with want of 

invention, determined at once to prove the falſeneſs of that 
charge and gratify his malice. The decorations of the 
ſtory therefore we may with much reaſon place to his ac- 
count. The original falſhood, which was the groundwork 
of all, is perhaps the property of the noble youth; the 
many incoherent fictions which were raiſed upon it, are, 
probably, embelliſhments added by the Auditor for his 
own credit. | 12 | 

Colonel Wilkes, conſcious of his own innocence, im- 


his innocence ; he called upon the Auditor, but in vain, to 
bring proofs of his aſſertion ; he appealed to Sir Francis 
Daſhwood, with relation to his behaviour to the gentleman 
ſome months fince ; he called upon Dr. Brockleſby to de- 
clare what he knew of it, who with all that honeſt readi- 
neſs which became a man of honour, not only exculpated 


mediately took the alarm : he made a public declaration of | 
him, but gave a probable account of the riſe of the fable : 

he even dared — which nothing but conſcious innocence 
would have dared — to appeal to the bookſeller who lived 
on the very ſpot, who was declared by the young gentleman 
himſelf, to have been preſent during the converſation, and 
who in the ſtrongeſt terms bore witneſs to the falſhood of 
the charge; and, laitly, he begged — which I think he had 
a right to iniiſt on — to have a perſonal meeting, and to be 
brought face to face with his accuſer. But this the prudent 


maſter Y 
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maſter thought fit to refuſe. It doth not appear indeed, 


either from Colonel Wilkes's letter to Dr. Burton, or from 
his anſwer, that any reaſons were given for that refuſal. I 
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muſt however have too good an opinion of a gentleman * 
placed at the head of Wincheſter-ſchool, to think that he 
acted without reaſon ; his very ſituation implies underſtand- 
ing, though we have formerly met with ſome inſtances 
where it did not include integrity. The intereſt of his 
ſchool, as well as the honour of his pupil, ſeem to exact a 
very different behaviour from that which the Doctor purſued, 
and yet I cannot believe that a maſter of Wincheſter- ſchool 
could act without reaſon. I am afraid indeed, that in theſe 
conſiderations I have overlooked the moſt material point, 
and thinking only of public concerns, have forgot that the 
Doctor had a private intereſt of his own, which, however, 
I have a ſaving-faith, the Doctor will never forget. He 
will ever diſtinguiſh between perſons in, and out of power; 


between a Colonel engaged in the barren cauſe of Liberty 
almoſt alone, and a Favourite with a troop of laviſh cour- 
tiers at his heels, and biſhoprics at his command. Motives 
of this kind prevented the clearing up this, as they have 
many other affairs of a like nature, and ſuch conſiderations 
prevailed — for ſuch only they could be — as interęſt might 
ſuggeſt, but honour would always deſpiſe. 
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To the Right Honourable JOHN Earl of BUTE, 
Chancellor of the Univerſity of Aberdeen in Scotland, 
— Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury in England, 
One of the Sixteen Repreſentatives of the Peers of Scotland, 
One of his Majeſty's Moft Honourable Privy Council, 
And Knight of the Moſt Noble Engliſh Order of the Garter. 


My LORD, 

AF ANY and various motives have concurred to give a 
474 peculiar propriety to the fond with J had formed of 
making this humble offering to the ſhrine of BUTE. 1 
have felt an honeſt indignation at all the invidious and 


odious applications of the ſtory of Roger Mortimer. I ab- 
ſolutely diſclaim the moſt diſtant alluſion, and I purpoſely 
dedicate hs play to your Lordſhip, becauſe hiſtory does not 


furniſh a more ſtriking contraſt, than there is between the 


two miniſters in the reigns of Edward the Third, and of 
George the Third. The former Prince was held in the 
moſt abſolute ſlavery by his Mother and her Miniſter, the 
firſt Nobles of England were excluded from the King's 
Councils, and the minion diſpoſed of all places of profit 
and truſt. The King's Uncles did not retain the ſhadow 
of power and authority, but were treated with inſult, and 


the 
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pend on the caprice of an inſolent favourite. The young 
King had been victorious over the Scots, who were in that 
reign our cruel enemies, but are happily in this our deareſt 
friends. On every favourable opportunity, either by the 
diſtractions in the public councils during a minority, or by 


| the abſence of the national troops, they had ravaged EN G- 


LAND with fire and ſword. Edward might have com- 
pelled them to accept of any terms, but Roger Mortimer, 
from perſonal motives of his own power and ambition, 
haſtily concluded an ignominious peace, by which he ſa- 
crificed all the glories of a ſucceſsful war. With the higheſt 
rapture I now look back to that diſgraceful æra, and I 
exult when I compare it with the halcyon days of George 
the Third. This excellent Prince is held in no kind of 
captivity. All his nobles have free acceſs to him. The 
throne is not now beſieged. Court favour, not confined to 


one partial ſtream, flows in a variety of different channels, 


enriching this whole country. There is now! the moſt 
perfect union among all the branches of the Royal Family, 
No court minion now finds it neceſſary, for the preſerva- 


tion of his own omnipotence, by the vileſt inſinuations to 


divide either the Royal, or any noble families. The King's 
uncle is now treated with that marked diſtinction which 
his fingular merit is entitled to, both from the nation and 


the throne, eſtabliſhed by his valour in extinguiſhing a foul 


rebellion, which burſt upon us from its native North, and 
almoſt overſpread the land. Our Sovereign is conſcious 
that he owes more to our great deliverer than any Prince in 


Europe owes to any ſubject; and he ſets a noble example 


of gratitude to Princes, * gue les Rois, ces illuſtres ingrats, 
9 font 


hmmm LG ——pnmnm hmmm 


* Thus tranſlated :----Which Kings, thoſe illuſtrious I are ſo 
unhappy as not to — 


1 e 
N the whole Royal Family was depreſſed, and forced to de- 


| 


font aſſes malheureux pour ne connoitre pas. No favourite 
now has trampled upon the moſt reſpectable of the Engliſh 
nobility, and driven them from their Sovereign's councils. 
No diſcord now rages in the kingdom, but every tongue 
bleſſes the Miniſter who has, in ſo many ways, endeared 
himſelf no leſs to the nobility than to the whole body of 
the people. * Primores populi arripuit, populumgue tributim. 
To complete the contraſt, we have now an advantageous, 
a glorious peace, rally adequate to all the ſucceſſes, to all the 
glories of the war. 
Ihe internal peliey of this kingdom is equally to be 
admired. Our gracious Sovereign maturely examines all 
matters of national importance, and no unfair or partial 
repreſentation of any buſineſs, or of any of his ſubjects, is 
ſuffered to be made to him, nor can any character be aſſaſ- 
ſinated in the dark, by an unconſtitutional Prime Miniſter. 
He regularly, by your advice, attends every private council 
of real moment, and nothing is there ſubmitted to the 
arbitrary deciſion of one man. This happy ſtate of things 
we owe to your Lordſhip 8 unexampled care of his Majeſty's 
youth. The great. promiſe you made us, that we ſhould 


frequently ſee our Sovereign, like his great predeceſſor, 


William the Third, preſiding in perſon at the Britiſh Trea- 
ſury, has been fulfilled to the advantage and glory of theſe 
times, and to the perfecting of that ſcheme of conomy, ſo 
earneſtly recommended from the throne, ſo ably carried 
into execution by your/elf and your Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, and fo minutely by the Lord Steward of the Houſe- 
hold. Your whole council of ſtate too is compoſed of men 
of the firſt abilities ; the Duke of Bedford, the Earls of 
Halifax, Egremont, and pared the Lords Henley, Manſ- 
field, 
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* Thus tranſlated :---He cenſured both the nobility and commonality, 


— tv 


Rl SPA — _ — -. 


PRI LL INST 


a — Cc * a — a ” = 
PALF IE — — _ , GGG Rr F ˙ A re TIE ITY CC 
232 88 THIEN Tan Fog DT c FF I Oe B ⅛ en ESE ER A 
RETTET r 8 png IRE 3 9 - 5 E 8 — Wn. 1 Dd S e 9 —— * fo 3 by ere 
RENTON PRES TT i OY pI I © EM REES CEL ͤ dy OPT Is N r FS ⁵³˙¹ ̃ t... T ICY Roe inp: rs ES AE Bb n 
4 3 > . e Wr r e re r 
2 —_ 2 » . 3 8 LT Aa} I ee Rt EE Es < 3 
Sy » = L 2 
2 AE 


2 


15 
bt; 
. i x ; 
15 
1 
175 
3 
5 

3 


4400 


5 
5 


envy, that you would not again give permiſſion to a ſcribler 
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field, and Ligonier ; Mr. George Grenville, and Mr. Fox: 


The buſineſs of this great empire is not however entirely 
truſted to them; the moſt arduous and complicate parts 
are not only digeſted and prepared, but finally reviſed and 
ſettled by Gilbert Elliot, Alexander Wedderburn, Eſqrs; 
Sir Henry Erſkine, Bart. and the Home. 

Another reaſon why I chuſe your Lordſhip for 10 ſub- 
ject of this dedication is, that you are ſaid, by former de- 
dicators, to cultivate with ſucceſs the polite arts. They 
ought to have gone further, and to have ſhewn how libe- 
rally you have rewarded all men of genius. Malloch and 
the Home have been nobly provided for. Let Churchill 
or Armſtrong write like them, your Lordſhip's claſſial taſte 
will reliſh their works, and patronize the authors. You, 
my Lord, are ſaid to be not only a patron, but a judge, and 
Malloch adds, that he wiſhes, „for the honour of our 
country, that this praiſe were not, almoſt excluſively, your 
own.” I with too, for the honour of my country, and to 
preſerve your Lordſhip from the contagion of a malignant 


to ſacrifice almoſt the whole body of our nobility and 
gentry to his itch of panegyric on you, and of pay from 
you ; and I ſubmit, whether a future inconvenience may 1 
not reſult from ſo remarkable an inſtance how certain'and | _ ” 
ſpeedy the way to obtain the /aft is, by means of the fre. 
The progreſs, my Lord, which almoſt all the ſciences 


have made in England, has become the jealouſy of Europe: 
Under your auſpices botany and tragedy have reached the 
utmoſt height of perfection. Not only the em of power, 
but the vegetable ſiſtem has been compleated by the joint 
labours of your Lordſhip and the great Dr. Hill. Tragedy, 
under Malloch and the Home, has here rivalled the Greek 
model, and united the different merits of the great moderns. 
The fire of Shakeſpear, and the correctneſs of Racine, have 
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met in your two countrymen. One other exotic too I mu 
- 


not forget, Arthur Murphy, Gent. He has the addition: 
> merit of acting no leſs than of writing. ſo as to touch, in 
1 * the moſt exquiſite manner, all the fine feelings of the hu- 
| man frame. I have fcarcely ever felt myſelf more forcibly 
affected, than by this poor neglected player, except a few 
years ago at the Dutcheſs of Queenſbury's, where your 
Lordſhip ſo frequently exhibited. In one part, which was 
remarkably humane and amiable, you were ſo great, that 
the general exclamation was, here you did not act. In an- 
other part you were no leſs perfect. I mean in the famous 
| ſcene of Hamlet, where you pour fatal poiſon into the ear 
of a good, unſuſpecting King. If the great names of 
Murphy and Bute, as players, penſantur eadem trutind, it is 
no flattery to ſay, that you, my Lord, were not only ſu- 
perior, -but even unrivalled by him, as well as by all who 


have ever appeared on the great age of the world. As a = ol 
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5 writer, I take Mr. Murphy rather to excel you, except in 
points of orthography ; as an actor, he can form no pre- 
tenſion to an equality. Nature, indeed, in her utmoſt im- 
plicity, we admire in Mr. Murphy ; but art, art, . 
teriſes your Lordſhip. | | 
This too gives your Lordſhip a claim to hs dedication 
, of this play. You are perfect in every thing reſpecting the 
powers of acting. Your whole mind has been formed to 
it. All your faculties have been directed to this important 
object. While Mr. Pitt, Lord Temple, and others, your 
cotemporaries, were preparing themſelves for the national 
buſineſs of parliament, and already taking a diſtinguiſhed 
part there, you were treading a private ſtage in the high 
 buſkins of pompous, ſonorous tragedy. With what ſupe- 

b rior ſucceſs I record with pleaſure. Mr. Pitt and his noble 8 
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brother are now both in a private ſtation. Vou have, 3 
wh excluſively, the ſmiles of your Sovereign; they, only x . 
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the empty applauſe of their country. This too they ſhare 
with others; a Duke of Newcaſtle and Devonſhire, a Mar- 
„ quis of Rockingham, an Earl of Hardwick, and the two 
ſpirited young nobles, wha ſtand ſo high in fame and virtue, 7 
whom England glories that ſhe can call her own, the 
Dukes of Grafton and Portland. Theſe diſtinguiſhed cha- 
racers muſt ever be reſpected by your Lordſhip, for their 
ardent love of our Sovereign and of liberty, and honoured 
by this nation as the declared, determined, and combined 
enemies of deſpotic, inſolent, and contemptible ſavouritiſin. 
As tragedy and botany have thus reared their heads, give 
me leave to recommend to your Lordſhip one important 
point reſpecting the /czences, and the belles lettrer, which 
{till remains unſettled; I mean orthography. The French 


academy has fixed it for their nation ; yet a bold modern, 
2 Voltaire, has dared to deviate from their rules, and has [ 


proaching ta the modern pronunciation. I have ſeen, and 
admired, ſome curious ſpecimens of your Lordſhip's labours 
I of this kind, moſt happily adapted even to the /emale mode 
of pronunciation, which with me, as well as with a polite 
nobleman, muft ever bear the palm, if not of correctneſs, 
yet of grace and elegance. Indeed, my Lord, the /etters 
I allude to are fo curious, that I wiſh for a fac fmile of 
them, as we have of one of the genuine letters of your coun- | 
tryman, Archibald Bower. They would, I am perſuaded, 
excel all the curious manuſcripts of this kind in your own 
univerſity of Aberdeen, or among. the immenſe collection 
of learned books of your late valuable purchaſe, the Argyle 
library. May I not therefore hope, that as the definitive 
treaty is now ſigned, your Lordihip's labours will be di- 
rected to this important point, and that we may expect to 
ſee a compleat or thographical dictionary, to determine the 
knotty point of Britain for Briton, which has of late puz- 
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FI : f endeavoured to eſtabliſh a new or/bography, flill nearer ap- 
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zled that great writer the great BRI To himſelf, notwith- 
ſtanding. the excellence of his Scottiſo education? Eaſe 
and elegance will, I am perſuaded, {till attend your Lord- 
ſhip as inſeparably as they have ever done, nor will you 


* 


in this caſe be in danger of heing forſaken by them, when, 
as Benedict, (or if you pleaſe in your own botanical phraſe, 
Carduus Benedictus ſays, now he is turned ORTHOGRAPHER, 
his words are a very fantaſtical banquet, JP fo many —_ 
diſhes. 

I ſhould have added, my Lord, that the AY I make an 
offering of is a tragedy, the moſt grave aud moral of all 
poems, and therefore with a happy propriety comes in- 
ſcribed to your Lordſhip, the moſt grave, the moſt moral of 
all men. A witty comedy I would never have offered to 
your Lordſhip, nor indeed to any of your countrymen. 
Wit is an ignis fatuus, which bewilders and leads us aſtray. 
It is the primrgſe path, which conducts to folly. Your ö 


Lordſhip has never deviated into it. Vou have marched 
on with ſolemn dignity, keeping ever the true tragic ſtep, 
and have, on the greateſt occaſions, {/5 known — fo Ho- 
noured — in the Houſe of Lords) exhibited to the world what 
you learnt on the ſtage, the moſt pompous diction with the 
boldeſt theatrical ſwell, infinitely ſuperior to all the light 
airs of wit or humour. The eaſy „c of wen comedy 
you never condeſcended to wear. 

I have only one thing more to urge to 9 Lordſhip. 
The play is quite imperfect. Your Lordſhip loves the 
ſtage; ſo does Mr. Murphy. Let me intreat your Lord- 

- ſhip to aſſiſt your friend in perfecting the weak ſcenes of 
this tragedy, and from theſe crude labours of Ben Johnſon, 
and others, to give us a complete play. It is the warmeſt 
with of my heart that the Earl of Bute may ſpeedily com- . 
plete the ſtory of Roger Mortimer. I hope that your Lord- 
ſaip will graczouly condeſcend to undertake this arduous 

taſk, 
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9 taſk, to which, parts like yours are ſo peculiarly adapted. 
2 A variety of anecdotes in real life will ſuperſede the leaſt ne- 
85 ceſſity of poetical fiction. To you every thing will be 

+ eaſy. The fifth act of this play will find talents great as 


yours, ſtill in full vigour, even after you have run ſo won- 


NN 


derful a career. If more 7mportant concerns, either of 
buſineſs, or amuſement, engage you too much, I beg, my 
Lord, that you will pleaſe royally to command Mr. Murphy, 
as Mr. Macpherſon ſays, you commanded him to publiſh the 
proſe poems of Fingal and Temora. Such a work will im- 
mortalize your name in the Iiterary, as the peace of Ver- 
failles will in the political world; and wherever the name 
of Roger Mortimer ſhall be mentioned, that of Bute will 
follow to the lateſt times. 

Give me leave, my Lord, to offer my thanks, as an Eng- 
liſhman, for your public conduct. At your acceſſion to 


late abandoned iniſter of the people had wickedly extended 
every dart of corruption through all ranks of men, the ſe- 
nate (I ſpeak of the late venal parliament) not excepted. 


| power, you found us a diſtracted, diſunited nation. The 


You, iny Lord, have made us a happy and united nation. 

Corruption flarted like a guilty thing, upon your ſummons 

of Mr. Fox, nor have I heard of a fingle inſtance of any 

undue, unconſtitutional influence exerted in the ſenate. 

(I ſpeak of the preſent, virtuous parliament.) Your Lord- 

ſhip too, from every foreign court, has received the moſt 

flattering teſtimonies of an unbounded confidence in your 

veracity and good faith, equal to their juſt ſenſe of your 
tranſcendent abilities. 

I beg pardon, my Lord, for having ſo long detained the 

patriot miniſter of the patriot King from the great ſcenes 

„ of foreign buſineſs, or the rooting out corruption at home, 

or the innocent employments of his leiſure hours. I hope 

Dr. Hill and * Home will forgive me, and that the great 
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triumvirate, having compleated a glorious and permanent 
peace, may, in learned eaſe, under the ſhade of their own 
alive, ſoon enjoy the full ſweets of their own philoſophy ; 
for, as Candide obferves, * Cela oft bien dit, MAIS IL FAUT 
CULTIVER NOTRE JARDIN, In your ſofter, more enved 
hours of retirement, I with vu, my Lord, the moſt ex- 
quiſite pleaſures under the thade of the Cyprian myrtle. 
1 Vour patrut moments will be ag under the fhade of 
| your Scortiſb fir. 

I will no longer ienrude on your Lordſhip. The Cecoa 
7 ree and your countrymen may be impatient to ſettle with 
you the army and the finances of thts kingdom. I have only 
to add my congratulations on the pecuhar /2me you have 
acquired, ſo adequate to the wonderful acts of your admi- 
niſtration. You are now in full poſſeſſion of that fame at 
the head of tories and Scotſmen ; but alas! my Lord, how 
fantaſtic, as well as tranſitory is fame! The meaneft have 
their day; and though Mr. Pitt is now adored, as the. head 
of wwhigs and Engliſhmen, the greateſt can but blaze, and paſs 
away. 
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I am, with a zeal and reſpect equal to your virtues, 


5 


My LORD, 


Your Lordſhip's very humble ſervant. 


March 15, 1763. 
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* Thus tranſlated : e foid, VET WE MUST MIND OUR GARDEN, 
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[The following are the Papers relating to the Caſe of Mr. 
Wilkes and the 45th Number of the North Briton. 8 


MAGNA CHART A. 
„ r 7 om 
ULLUS liber homo capiatur, vel or, aut 


difſerfiatur, de libero tenemento ſuo, vel LIBERTA- 
TIBUS, vel LIBERIS CONSUE TUDINIBUS SUIS, aut ut le- 


gater, aut exulet, aut aliquo modo deſtruatur. Nec ſuper g 
eum ihimus, nec ſuper eum mittemus niſi per legale judicium b 
parium ſuorum, vel per legem terre *. | 

As the apprehenſion, and commitment of John Wilkes, | 
Eſq; member of parliament, to the Tower, muſt have i 


raiſed the curioſity of many people, to know the circum- 
ſtances attending it, the following detail of ſimple facts 
(upon which every reader will make his own comments) 
cannot be unſeaſonable, and are perhaps abſolutely neceſ- 


. |} fary to be laid before the public. 

On Saturday the zoth of April, 1763, early i in the ons 
noon, three of his majeſty's meſſengers, by virtue of a 
warrant from the Secretary of State, ſeized on the perſon 
of the ſaid John Wilkes, Eſq; member of parliament ; of 
which warrant the following is a true copy : 


1 Wl re 2 
E 
. . E 
TCC 


Ur: 154 George 


ꝛ——————— | 


No freeman may be apprehended, or impriſoned, or diſſciſed of his fre- 
. hold, or LiBgERTIES, OR FREE CUSTOMS, or be outlawed or baniſhed, or * 
any wiſe deſtroyed. Nor will we paſs upon him, nor condemn him, but by the 
lawful judgment of his peers, or by the /aw of the land. _ | 
> not 
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George Montagu Dunk carl of Halifax 

viſcount Sunbury and baron Halifax 

one of the lords of his majeſty's moſt 

; honourable privy council lieutenant 

general of his majeſty's forces and 
principal ſecretary of ſtate. 


L. 8 


F"HESE are in his majeſty's name to authorize and re- 
10 quire you (taking a conſtable to your aſſiſtance) to 
make ſtrict and diligent ſearch for the authors printers and 
publiſhers of a ſeditious and treaſonable paper intitled the 
North Briton Number XLV Saturday April 23 1763 prin- 
ted for G. Kearfley .in Ludgate Street London and them 
or any of them having found to apprehend and ſeize toge- 
ther with their papers and to bring in ſafe cuſtody before 
me to be examined concerning the premiſes and further 
dealt with according to law And in the due execution 
thereof all mayors ſheriffs juſtices of the peace conſtables 
and all other his majeſty's officers civil and military and 
loving ſubjects whom it may concern are to be aiding and 
aſſiſting to you as there ſhall be occaſion and for fo doing 
this ſhall be your ſufficient warrant Given at St. James's 
the 26th day of April in the third year of his majeſty's 
reign 

figned 
DUNK HALIFAX 


To Nathan Carrington John Mo- 
ney James Watſon and Robert 
Blackmore Four of his majeſty's 


meſſengers in ordinary 
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N. B. The officers had a verbal order to put this warrant 
in execution by entering forcibly into the houſe of John 
Wilkes, Eſq; member of parliament, at midnight; and 
thoſe officers are now threatened with the loſs of their 
places for not complying with ſuch verbal inſtructions. 

On the intimation of Mr. Wilkes, member of parliament, 
being in cuſtody, a motion was made in the court of Com- 
mon Pleas then fitting in Weſtminſter Hall, for a Habeas- 
Corpus, which was granted ; though by reaſon of the Pro- 
thonotory's office not being open, ſuch Habeas-Corpus 
could not be ſued out till four o'clock in the afternoon. 

Several gentlemen, friends and acquaintance of the ſaid 
John Wilkes, Eſq; member of parliament, applied for ad- 
mittance into his houſe, which was then peremptorily re- 
fuſed by a pretended order from the Secretary of State; 
which order, though repeatedly requeſted, was not or could 
not be produced. | | 

As no proper or legal authority appeared to countenance 
ſuch refuſal, the gentlemen, though themſelves no ways 
obliged to obtain the verbal commands of officers acting 
only under a verbal authority; and entered accordingly 

without further queſtion or moleſtation from th officers. 
Mr. Wood, the deputy Secretary of State, being ſent for, 
demanded the reaſon of ſuch forcible entry. It was replied, 
that no force had been uſed, and that the gentlemen thought 
themſelves Jegally juſtified in what they had done. 

Soon after this (whether ſent for or not, does not appear) 
Philip Cartaret Webb, Eſq; Solicitor to the Treaſury, came 
into the room, and ſome private converſation between him 
and Mr. Wood having paſſed, the latter aſked, if any gen- 
tleman then preſent would attend or inſpect the officers 
while they were ſealing up all papers in the houſe of 
Mr. Wilkes; or uſed words to that or the like effect. 


| Mr. 
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Mr. Wilkes n declined accepting of the like offer, 
no perſon then preſent thought himſelf authorized to take 
upon him ſuch inſpection. 

Notwithſtanding it was known, that the court of Com- 
mon Pleas had granted an Habeas Corpus, of which fact, 
Philip Carteret Webb, Eſq; Solicitor to the Treaſury, 
at that time at Lord Halifax's, was then well aſſured; yet 
was the ſaid John Wilkes, Eſq; member of Po 
committed to the Tower of London. 


His ſolicitor, and one of his council, ſoon after they 
heard of ſuch commitment, went to the Tower in order to 
conſult with the ſaid John Wilkes about the legal methods 
to be purſued for his enlargement, but were denied admit- 
tance ; Major Ransford informing them, that he had re- 
ceived orders, from the Secretary of State, not to admit any 
perſon whatſoever, to ſpeak with, or ſee the ſaid John Wilkes: 
and further informed them, that he had juſt before refuſed 
the Right Honourable the Earl Temple ſuch admittance. 

On Sunday, May the firſt, the ſame gentlemen between 
the hours of twelve and one, called again upon Major Ranſ- | 0 


| ; a . 
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ford, on the ſame occaſion ; but were again denied admit- 
tance, as were ſoon after many noblemen and gentlemen of 
the firſt diſtinction, and Mr. Wilkes's own brother. 

After ſach denial, Mr. Wilkes's ſolicitor demanded of 
the Major a copy of the warrant, under which Mr. Wilkes 
was committed to the Tower ; which was readily granted 
by the Major, and of which the following is a true copy : 


Charles earl of Egremont and 
George Dunk earl of Halifax 
lords of his majeſty's moſt 
honourable privy council and 


principal ſecretaries of ſtate. 
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HES E are in his majeſty's name to authorize and re- 
quire you to receive into your cuſtody the body of 


85 | Jon Wilkes eſq; herewith ſent you for being the author 


4 


and publiſher of a moſt infamous and feditious libel intitled 


the North Briton number 45 tending to inflame the minds 
and alienate the affections of the people from his majeſty 
and to excite them to traiterous inſurrections againſt the 
government and to keep him ſafe and cloſe until he ſhall be 
delivered by due courſe of law and for ſo doing this ſhall be 
your warrant Given at St. James's the zoth day of April 
1763 in the third year of his majeſty's reign 
figned 
EGREMONT L. 8. 
DUNK HALIFAX L. 8 


To the right hon. John Lord Berkeley 
of Stratton conſtable of his majeſty's 
Tower of London or to the lieute- 
nant of the ſaid Tower or his deputy 


Philip Carteret Webb, Eſq; ſolicitor to the Treaſury, 
then being preſent in the ſaid Major Ransford's room, Mr. 
Wilkes's council and ſolicitor applied to the ſaid Mr. Webb 
for admittance to the ſaid Mr. Wilkes. 

Philip Carteret Webb, Eſq; deſired Major Ransford to 


allow ſuch admittance, which he would indemnify ; the 


Major, with a ſpirit becoming a good officer, replied, he 


could not diſobey orders. 
Philip Carteret Webb, Eſq; re-anſwered, he believed 
there muſt have been a miſtake in the orders, and that, if 


either of the ſecretaries of ſtate were in town he would ap- 


ply to them, and obtain ſuch admittance as aforefaid, and 
that he would either ſend or bring an order for ſuch admit- 
tance in the afternoon. - 
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Upon this aſſertion, the ſaid Mr. Wilkes's council and 

ſolicitor, between eight and nine o'clock in the evening of 
the ſame day, again went to the Tower and applied for 
admittance. as aforeſaid. The Major having received no 
inſtructions from either the ſecretaries of ſtate, or Philip 
Carteret Webb, Eſq; refuſed as before. 

On the morning of Monday, the ſecond of May, the court 
of Common Pleas ordered a return to their writ of Habeas 
Corpus, which return not then appearing to the court to be 
ſufficient, the court ordered, that the ſaid return ſhould not 
at preſent be filed; but, upon motion, granted another 
Habeas Corpus, directed to the conſtable and ſo forth of the 
Tower of London. 

Mr. Wilkes's ſolicitor and e the ſame day, be- 
tween the hours of two and three, again went to the Tower, 
and made application to Major Ransford for admittance to 
the ſaid John Wilkes, Eſq; but were refuſed ſuch admit- 
tance, Major Ransford declaring that he had received no 
orders from either of the ſecretaries of ſtate to that purpoſe. 

There appeared upon the table of the ſaid Major Ransford 
a written order for him to take down the names of all per- 
ſons applying for admittance to Colonel Wilkes. 

MAGNA EST VERITAS. * 


r 
Iſued b y the Lieutenant- Governor of the Tower 
reſpecting the Detention of JohN WIL EES, Eſq; 


ſhall not preſume to leave him for a moment alone, 


[ T4 the warders, appointed to keep a cloſe priſoner, 


0 either night or day, or to change their duty with other 4. 
* | | warders, > 
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warders, but by particular leave or order from the con- 
ſtable, lieutenant, deputy-lieutenant, or in their abſence the 
major of the Tower. 

They are to permit no perſon to bien admittance into 
the room he is confined in, or to ſpeak to him, but by par- 
ticular order brought them by the Major, or gentleman 
gaoler. 

The Major had erde a written order to hs down 
the names of all perſons who applied for admittance to Mr. 
Wilkes. 


[On the morning of Tueſday, May 3, Mr. Wilkes was 
brought to the bar of the court of Common Pleas, Weſt- 
minſter, where he made the following ſpeech : ] 


FEEL myſelf happy to be at laſt brought before a court, 

and before judges, whoſe characteriſtic is the love of 
liberty. I have many humble thanks to return for the im- 
mediate order you were pleaſed to iffue, to give me an 
opportunity of laying my grievances before you. They 
are of a kind hitherto unparalleled in this free country, and 
I truſt the conſequences will teach miniſters of Scottith 
and arbitrary principles that the liberty of an Engliſh ſubject 
is not to be ſported away with impunity, in this cruel and 


deſpotic manner. 


I am accuſed of being the author 95 ihe North Briton, 
No. 45. I ſhall only remark upon that paper, that it takes 
all load of accuſation from the ſacred name of a prince, 
whoſe family I love and honour as the glorious defenders of 
the cauſe of liberty, and whoſe perſonal qualities are fo 
amiable, great, and reſpectable, that he is deſervedly the 


„ idol of his people. It is the peculiar faſhion and crime of 


theſe times, and of thoſe who hold high miniſterial offices 
in government, to throw every odious charge from them- 


ſelves 
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ſelves upon majeſty. The author of this paper, whoever 
he may be, has, upon conſtitutional principles, done di- 

d rectly the reverſe, and is therefore in me, the ſuppoſed 

author, meant to be perſecuted accordingly. The parti- 
cular cruelties of my treatment, worſe than if I had been a 
Scottiſh rebel, this court will hear, and I dare ſay, from 


your juſtice in due time redreſs. 


1 may perhaps ſtill have the means left me to ſhew that 
J have been ſuperior to every temptation of corruption. 
They may indeed have flattered themſelves, that when they 
found corruption could not prevail, perſecution might in- 
timidate. I will ſhew myſelf ſuperior to both. My papers 
have been ſeized, perhaps with a hope the better to deprive 
me of that proof of their meanneſs, and corrupt prodiga- 
lity, which it may poflibly, in a proper place, be yet in 
my power to give. 


He then pleaded by his council, Mr. Serjeant Glynn, 


for his diſcharge, alledging that his commitment was not 

valid. The debate laſted from eleven o'clock till a quarter 
paſt two; when, after ſeveral learned arguments on both 
fides, he was remanded back to the Tower; and his friends 
had, for the firſt time, the opportunity of acceſs to him. 
At his departure from the hall, the acclamations of the 
people were, Liberty! Liberty! Wilkes for ever, and no 
exciſe! The court then adjourned to Friday the 6th of 
May, at which time he was ordered to be brought up 
again, that the affair might be finally determined. 


His friends now had the liberty of viſiting him, and per- 5 
haps no priſoner in the Tower of London ever before was 
attended by ſuch an illuſtrious train of viſitors. 


During this reſpite his majeſty was pleaſed to iſſue orders 
to Lord Egremont, to remove him from his poſt of Colonel 
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47 
$ in the militia of the county of Buckingham, which was i 
5 ſignified to him in the following letter: 3 
4 
* 


To Earl T E MP L E. 


L O R D, 


HE "700 having judged it improper that John 
Wilkes, Eſq; ſhould any longer continue to be 
Colonel of the militia for the county of Buckingham, 
I am commanded to ſignify his Majeſty's pleaſure to your 
Lordſhip, that you do forthwith give the neceſſary orders 


for diſplacing Mr. Wilkes as an officer in the militia for 


the ſaid Fun of mn 


I am, with reſpect, 
My L ORD, 


Fon Lordthip's moſt obedient, 


Whitehall, Tal humble ee 


Ra e EGREMONT 


To JOHN WILKES, Eſq: 
„ 


T my return laſt night from the Tower, I received the 
encloſed letter from the Earl of Egremont: in con- 
ſequence of his majefty's commands therein ſignified, you 


Neem — —o————A xM————————+——-0 


HS will pleaſe to obſerve, that you no longer continue Colonel 


X 


of the militia for the county of Buckingham. 


F I cannot, 
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86 
I cannot, at the ſame time, help expreſſing the concern 
I feel in the loſs of an officer, by his deportment in com- 
8 mand, endeared to the whole corps. 
Tam, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient, | 
Pall-Mall, And moſt humble ſervant, 
May 5, 1763. | TFEMEPFLE. 


So: cad TE M P LE. 


My LORD, 
HAVE this moment the honour of your Lordſhip's 
letter, ſignifying his Majeſty's command that I ſhould 
no longer continue Colonel of the militia for the county of [ 
Buckingham. I have only to return your Lordſhip my 
warmeſt thanks for the ſpirit and zeal you have ſhewn in 
the ſupport of that conſtitutional meaſure from the very : 
beginning. Your Lordſhip will pleaſe to remember, that 
I was amongſt the foremoſt who offered their ſervices to | 
their country at this crifis. Buckinghamſhire is ſenſible, ' 
and has always acknowledged, that no man but your Lord- | 
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ſhip could have given ſucceſs to that meaſure in our inland 

county. I am proud of the teſtimony your Lordſhip is 

3 pleaſed to give me, and am happy, in theſe days of peace, | 

| to leave fo amiable a corps in that perfect 3 — 
has from the beginning ſubſiſted. 


I have the honour to be, with unfeigned reſpect, 


My LORD, 
Tower, Your Lordſhip's moſt Adee 
May 5, 1763. And moſt humble ſervant, 
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* ANGLIZ JURA in omni caſu LIBERTATI dant favorem. 
+ Inpius et crudelis judicandus eſt, qui LIBERTATI non 
favet. Cake et Littleton. 


(as ſoon as the court was ſeated) he made the following 
ſpeech : 


My LORDS, 


AR de it from me to regret that I have paſſed ſo many 


more days in captivity, as it will have afforded you 
an opportunity of doing, upon mature reflection and re- 
peated examination, the more ſignal juſtice to my country. 
The liberty of all peers and gentlemen, and what touches 
me more ſenſibly, that of all the middling and inferior ſet 
of people, who ſtand moſt in need of protection, is in my 
caſe this day to be finally decided upon: a queſtion of ſuch 


importance as to determine at once, whether Engliſh liberty 


| On Friday, the 6th of May, Mr. Wilkes was brought 
up from the Tower to the court of Common Pleas, where 


be a reality or a ſhadow. Your own free-born hearts will 
feel with indignation and compaſſion all that load of op- 
preſſion under which I have ſo long laboured. Cloſe im- 
priſonment, the effect of premeditated malice; all acceſs 
for more than two days denied. to me; my houſe ranſacked 
and plundered; my moſt private and ſecret concerns di- 
vulged; every vile and malignant infinuation even of high 
treaſon itſelf, no leſs induſtriouſly than falſeſly circulated, 
by my cruel and implacable enemies, together with all 


the various inſolence of office, form but a part of my un- 
exampled 


t——mhemm——_—————— 
* The Laws or ENGLAND, in all caſes, are favourable to LIBERTY. 


+ Tmpious and cruel is that man to be deemed, who does not favour L1- 
BERT. a Coke and Littleton. 
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exampled ill treatment. Such inhuman principles of ſtar- 
chamber tyranny, will, I truft, by this court, upon this 
x ſolemn occaſion, be finally extirpated, and henceforth every 
innocent man, however poor and unſupported, may hope : 


* 
* 
* 


* 
- 


by King's meſſengers, and the en mandates of an 
overbearing Secretary of State. 

I will no longer delay your juſtice. The nation is im- 
patient to hear, nor can be ſafe or happy till that is ob- 


| to ſleep in peace and ſecurity in his own houſe, unviolated 


tained. If the fame perſecution is after all to carry me 


ſpirit of Magna Charta, that glorious inheritance, that 
diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of Engliſhmen, is as religiouſly 
revered there, as I know it is here, by the great perſonages 
before whom I have now the happineſs to ſtand; and (as 
in the ever-memorable caſe of tlie impriſoned biſhops} an 
independent ſury of free-born Engliſhmen, that will perſiſt 
to determine my fate, as in conſcience bound, upon con- 
ſtitutional principles, by a verdict of guilty or not guilty. I 
aſk no more at the hands of my countrymen. 


After which the court proceeded to give their opinion: 
and Mr. Wilkes was ordered to be d;/charged. He then ad- 
dreſſed himſelf to the Court in the words as rt 


My LORD by 

REAT as my joy muſt 3 be at the deciſion 
which 2his court, with a true pirit of liberty, has 

been pleaſed to make concerning the unwarrantable ſeizure 
of my perſon, and all the other conſequential grievances, 
allow me to aſſure you that I feel it far leſs ſenſibly on my 
27Wn account, than I do for the public. The ſufferings of 
an individiual ate a trifling object, when compared with the 
ao hole, and I ſhould bluſh to. feel for my/e/f in compariſon 


with conſiderations of a nature 0 trauſcendentiy ſuperior. 
I Will 


before another court, I hope I ſhall find that the genuine | 
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I will not trouble you with my poor thanks. Thanks 


00a 


3 


the ſubjects of the Engliſb crown. They will be paid you, 
together with every teſtimony of zeal and affection to the 
learned ſerjeant *, who has ſo ably and ſo conſtitutionally 
pleaded my cauſe, and in mine (with pleaſure I ſay it) zhe 


— 
* 


due to you, and I take leave of his court with a veneration 
and reſpect, which no time can obliterate, nor can the moſt 
grateful heart ſufficiently expreſs. 


When Mr. Wilkes had ended, the audience burſt into 
an univerſal ſhout, which was often repeated. Mr. Wilkes 
ſtaid ſome time in a room adjoining to the court, in ex- 
pectation that the crowd would diſperſe ; at laſt, finding 
that it continually encreaſed, he went out of the back door 
of the Common Pleas, and was received by a prodigious 
multitude of people who attended him, amidſt continual 
acclamations, to his own houſe in Great George: ſtreet, 
Weſtminſter. The evening concluded with bonfires, illu- 
minations, and other rejoicings. | 


+ VIVANT REX ET JUDICES REGIS. 


On Mr. Wilkes's return home from the court of Common 
Pleas, he ſent the following letter to the Secretaries of State : 


To the Earls of Egremont and Halifax, 


His Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State. 


My LORDS, 
N my return here from Weſtminſter Hall, where I 
had been diſcharged from my commitment to the 
Tower under your Lordſhips warrant, I find that my houſe 
Z | has 
5 *. 


* Mr. Serjeant Glynn. 
T LONG LIVE THE KING AND HIS JUDGES, 


. 888888 — -, - + 


are due to you from the whole Engliſb nation, and from all 


cauſe of liberty. Every teſtimony of my gratitude is juſtly 


* 


+ 


; 


* 
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* 
* 

3 | 


2 90 f 


N N 4 


has been robbed, and am informed that the ſtolen goods $ 


are in the poſſeſſion of one or both of your Lordſhips. I 
therefore inſiſt that you do forthwith return them to 
Your humble ſervant, 
Great George-ſtreet, JOHN WIL KES. 


May 6, 1763. 


Next morning Mr. Wilkes in perſon, attended only by 
Mr. Grignion, of Ruflel-ſtreet, Covent-Garden, went to 
Sir John Fielding's, in Bow-ſtreet, and demanded a warrant 
to ſearch the houſes of the Earls of Egremont and Halifax, 
his Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, for the goods 
ſtolen out of his houſe, which he had received information 
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were lodged at the ſaid houſes of the Secretaries of State, 
or one of them. John Spinnage, Eſq; the ſitting juſtice, 
refuſed to iſſue the ſaid warrant. 
The next day Mr. Wilkes received the following anſwer 
to his letter: | 


FFC A En 


upon you. to make uſe of the indecent and ſcurrilous ex- 
preſſions of your having found your houſe had been robbed, 


and that the ſtolen. goods are in our pofſeſſion.; we acquaint 


you that your papers were ſeized in conſequence of the 
heavy charge brought againſt you, for being the author of 
an infamous and ſeditious libel, tending to inflame the 
minds, and alienate the affections of the people from his 
Majeſty, and excite them to traiterous inſurrections againſt 
the government: for which libel, notwithſtanding your diſ- 1 
*2 charge from your commitment to the Tower, his Majeſty | 
has ordered you to be proſecuted by his Attorney-General. 
— | We 


| WKE S. 
s IR. FFV 
| | N anſwer to your letter of yeſterday, in which you take 
: > 
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We are at a loſs to gueſs what you mean by /tolen goods ; 
but ſuch of your papers, as do not lead to a proof of your 


guilt, ſhall be reſtored to you: ſuch as are neceſſary for that 
purpoſe, it was our duty to deliver over to thoſe, whoſe 


e 


. 
2 * . 
* 
9 


— 


* 


office it is to colle& the evidence, and manage the proſe- 
cution againſt you. 
We are | 
Your humble ſervants, 
Great George-ſtreet, | EGREMONT. 
May 7, 1763. DUNK HALIFAX. 


'To this anſwer Mr. Wilkes ſent the following reply, viz. 


My LORDS, | 
ITTLE did I expect, when I was requiring from 
your Lordſhips what an Engliſhman has a right to, 

his property taken from him, and faid to be in your Lord- 
ſhips poſſeſſion, that I ſhould have received in anſwer, 


. ———4——— 


from perſons in your high ſtation, the expreſſions of in- 
decent and ſcurrilous applied to my legal demands. The 
reſpect I bear to his Majeſty, whoſe ſervants it ſeems you 
{till are, though you ſtand legally convicted of having in 
me violated, in the higheſt and moſt offenſive manner, 
the liberties of all the commons in England, prevents my 
returning you an anſwer in the ſame Billingſgate language. 
If I conſidered you only in your private capacities, I ſhould 
treat you both according to your deſerts : but where is the 
wonder that men, who have attacked the ſacred liberty 

of the ſubject, and have iſſued an illegal warrant to ſeize 
his property, ſhould proceed to ſuch libellous expreffions ? 
You ſay, that ſuch of my papers ſhall be reſtored to 


— — — — 


me, as do not lead to a proof of my guilt. I owe this to 
your apprehenſion of an action, not to your love of juſtice; 
and in that light, if I can believe your Lordſhips aſſurances, 

e | the 
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the whole will be returned to me. I fear neither your 
proſecution, nor your perſecution; and J will aſſert the 
: ſecurity of my own houſe, the liberty of my perſon, and 

every right of the people, not ſo much for my own ſake, 

as for the fake of every one of my Engliſh fellow ſubjects. 

I am, 
My LORDS, 


Great George-ſtreet, Your humble ſervant, 
May 9, 1763. JOHN WILKES. 


On the firſt day of the ſeſſions of parliament (Nov. 15. 
1763) Mr. Wilkes made the following ſpeech: 


Mr. SPEAKER, 

1 THINK it my duty to lay before the houſe a few 
facts, which have occurred ſince our laſt meeting, be- 
: cauſe, in my humble opinion, (which I ſhall always ſubmit 
to this houſe) the rights of all the commons of England, 
and the privileges of parliament have, in my perſon, been 
highly violated. I hall at preſent content myſelf with 
barely ſtating the facts, and leave the mode of proceeding 

to the wiſdom of the houſe. 

On the 3oth of April, in the morning, 'P was made a 
priſoner in my own houſe, by ſome of the King's meſ- 
ſengers. I demanded by what authority they had forced 
their way into my room, and was ſhewn a warrant in which 
no perſon was named in particular, but generally the 
authors, printers, and publiſhers of a ſeditious and treaſon- 
able paper, entitled, The North Briton, No. 45. The 
meſſengers inſiſted on my going before Lord Halifax, which 
I abſolutely refuſed, becauſe the warrant was, I thought, 

5 illegal, and did not reſpect me. I applied, by my friends, 
to the court of Common Pleas, for a Habeas Corpus, which 


; 
„ 
5 5 
ak Wy n Ja of — n 2 » A IF wy \ 9 ene > 4 
* * 3 SED = 8 . J iy by OB FT Fs, R 2 2 N th 1 r 8. Fo 4 
7 8 T . 8 * Sy n . 2 c . XY © Wt REES 1 1 Ie 
* wW * — by * * 
* A 2 * 
* 


Was 
e 8 N ow 


NY OS NS ons « 3 5 1 N.. 
was granted, but as the proper office was not then open, 
it could not immediately iſſue. I was afterwards carried, 
8 by violence, before the Earls of Egremont and Halifax, 5 
4 whom I informed of the orders given by the court of Com- 
mon Pleas for the Habeas Corpus; and I enlarged upon 
this ſubject to Mr. Webb, the Solicitor of the Treaſury. 
I was, however, hurried away to the Tower by another 
warrant, which declared me the author and publiſher of a 
moſt infamous. and ſeditious libel, intitled, The North 
Briton, No. 45. The word treafonable was dropped, yet 
I was detained a cloſe priſoner, and no perſon was ſuffered 
to come near me for almoſt three days, although my coun- 
cil, and ſeveral of my friends, demanded admittance, in 
order to concert the means of recovering my liberty. My 
houſe was plundered, my bureaus broke open, by order of 
two of your members, Mr. Wood and Mr. Webb, and all 
my papers carried away. After ſix days impriſonment I 
was diſcharged, by the unanimous judgment of the court of 


; Common Pleas, That the privilege of this houſe ex- ; 

« tended to my caſe.” Notwithſtanding this ſolemn de- 

| ciſion of one of the King s ſuperior courts of juſtice, a few 

days after I was ſerved with a ſubpœna upon an informa- 

| tion exhibited againſt me in the King's Bench. I loſt no 4 

time in conſulting the beſt books, as well as the greateſt 

living authorities; and from the trueſt judgment I could | 

form, I thought that the ſerving me with a ſubpœna was | 

another violation of the privilege of parliament, which I 

will neither deſert nor BERTIE * 11 therefore I have not yet 

entered an appearance. | 
$ 


I now ſtand in the judgment of the houſe, ſubmitting, 
with the utmoſt deference, the whole caſe to their juſtice 


88 and wiſdom; and beg leave to add, that if after this im- 
| ; portant buſineſs has, in its full extent, been maturely 


— 
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weighed, you ſhall be of opinion that I am intitled to pri- 
A a vilege, 
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3 . 
vilege, I ſhall then be not only ready, but eagerly deſirous, 


to wave that privilege, and to put myſelf upon a jury of 
my countrymen. 5 


Mr. WILEES's Letter to Mr. MARTIN. 


8 . R, 
OU complained 8 before five hundred gen- 
tlemen, that you had been fabbed in the dark by 
the North Briton; but I have reaſon to believe you was 
not ſo much in the dark as you affected and choſe to be. 
Was the complaint made before fo many gentlemen on 
purpoſe that they might interpote ? To cut off every pre- 
tence of ignorance as to the author, I whiſper in your ear, 
that every paſſage in the North Eriton, in which you have 
been named, or even alluded to, was written by 
A Your humble ſervant, 
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Great Sage Arert, JOHN WILKES. 
Weſtminſter, | 
Nov. 16. 


Mr. Martin's Anfwer. 


S I R, 
S J faid in the houſe of Commons 4 welded that the. 
writer of the North Briton, who had ſtabbed me in 
the dark, was a cowardly, as well as a malignant and in- 
famous ſcoundrel ; and your letter, of this morning's date, 
acknowledges that every paſlage of the North: Briton, in 
which I have been named, or even alluded to, was written l 
by yourſelf, I muſt take the liberty to repeat, that you are 
3, a malignant, and infamous ſcoundrel, and that I defire to 
8 give yeu an opportunity of ſhewing me whether the epithet 


of cowardly was righthy * or not. 
1 deſire 


SN. r — . 


2094 


I defire that you may meet me in Hyde Park imme- 
diately, with a brace of piſtols each, to determine our 
difference. 

I ſhall go to the ring in Hyde Park, with my piſtols ſo 
concealed that nobody may ſee them; and I will wait in 
expectation of you one hour. As I ſhall call in my way at 
your houſe to deliver this letter, I propoſe to go from 


_ thence directly to the ring in Hyde Park, from whence. we 
may proceed, if it be neceſſary, to any more private place; 
and J mention that I ſhall wait an hour in order to give 
you full time to meet me. | | 
| | 1 am, 81 R, 
Abingdon-ſtreet, "Your ban ſervant, 

Nov. 16,1763. | SAM. MARTIN. 


The circumſtances of the duel, related by Mr. Wilkes, 
are as follow: When the gentlemen met in Hyde Park, 


they walked together for a little while to avoid ſome com- 
pany, which ſeemed coming up to them. They brought 


each a pair of piſtols. When they were alone, the firſt 
fire was from Mr. Martin's piſtol. Mr. Martin's piſtol 
miſſed Mr. Wilkes, and the piſtol in Mr. Wilkes's hand 
flaſhed in the pan. The gentlemen then each took one of Mr. 
Wilkes's pair of piſtols. Mr. Wilkes miſſed, and the ball of 
Mr. Martin's piſtol lodged in Wilkes's belly. Mr. Wilkes 
bled immediately very much. Mr. Martin then came up, 
and deſired to give him all the aſſiſtance in his power. Mr. 

Wilkes replied, that Mr. Martin had behaved like a man 
of honour; that he was killed, and inſiſted on Mr. Martin's 
making his immediate eſcape, and no creature ſhould know 
from Mr. Wilkes how the affair happened. Upon this, 
they parted; but Mr. Martin came up again in two or 
three minutes to Mr. Wilkes, offering him a ſecond time 


oh nm et 
his aſſiſtance, but Mr. Wilkes again inſiſted on his going 
off. Mr. Martin expreſſed his concern for Mr. Wilkes, 


ſaid the thing was too well known by ſeveral people, who + 
came up almoſt directly, and then went away. Mr. Wilkes 
was carried home, but would not tell any circumſtance of 
the caſe, till he found it ſo much known. He only ſaid 
to the ſurgeon, &c. that it was an affair of honour. 

The day following, Mr. Wilkes, imagining himſelf in 


+ 
the greateſt danger, returned Mr. Martin his letter, that no = 


* 


evidence might appear againſt him; and inſiſted upon it 
with his relations, that in caſe of his death no trouble 
ſhould be given Mr. Martin, for he had behaved as a man 
of honour. 

Mr. Martin not at the ſame time enteral Mr. Wilkes's 
letter, occaſioned ſomebody to remark, *©* That in all pro- 
<« bability it was kept in order to be made uſe of as a proof 
« of Mr. Wilkes being concerned in the North Briton.” 
I own, ſaid the remarker, that I can account for this be- 

| haviour of Mr. Martin no more than I can for his tamely 
bearing, above eight months, the abuſe upon him. - Has 
he been all this time (Sundays not excepted) practiſing at 
a target? That report is confirmed by all his neighbours in 
the country. Yet, after all, he did not venture to ſend to 
Mr. Wilkes, but before five hundred gentlemen, ready to 
interpoſe, ſeemed to intend to begin a quarrel, I ſuppoſe, 
that it might end there. Mr. Wilkes choſe coolly to take 
it up the next morning, by a private letter to Mr. Martin, 
who inſiſted on piſtols, without naming the ſword, though 
the choice of weapons was, by the laws of honour, in Mr. 


Wilkes. 
1 
To ? | 
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While Mr. Wilkes lay dangerouſly ill of his wound, it 
was given out by the advocates for the miniſtry, that as 
ſoon as he came to the houſe he would be expelled ; of 7 
courſe therefore a vacancy would happen for the borough | 
of Ayleſbury which he repreſented, and ſomebody put the 
following paragraph in the London Evening Poſt: 


Extract of a Letter from Ayleſbury, 


December 1. 


\ E have had great canvaſſing here fince there has 

been a talk of expelling Mr. Wilkes. Sir William 
Lee has been very buſy in behalf of his friend the Captain; 
but it is not believed he will ſucceed, becauſe it is very 
ungenerous and ungentleman-like, in ſuch a particular caſe 
as this, to ſolicit intereſt to ſucceed a man before it 1s cer- 


tainly known whether he will be expelled. : 
+ 


Which occaſioned the following letter : 


To the Printer of the London Evening Poſt. 


S I R, 
TFAVING ſeen in your paper of laſt Saturday a re- 
flection upon me, for having intereſted myſelf in 
behalf of a friend, upon the ſuppoſition of a vacancy likely 
to happen for that borough; I defire you to inform your 
anonymous correſpondent, that I have done nothing there- 
in, or upon any occaſion whatever, that I am not ready to 
vindicate as a gentleman to any one that ſhall require it. 


Hartwell, Dec. 6, W. LEE. 
„ | | 
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To Sir WrLL1aM LEE, of Hartwell, in 


Although Mr. Wilkes was very innocent of the paragraph 


alluded to, yet he could not help taking notice of fo ex- 


traordinary a letter ; and immediately wrote the following 
anſwer : 


the County of Bucks, Bart. 


0 1 Ky 


IVE me leave to congratulate you. on your having 


commenced author, and the London Evening Poſt, 

on the great acquiſition made of ſuch talents as yours for 
that paper. I doubt not of your ſoon diſtancing all the 
other miniterial writers; and though you may not regularly 
on Saturday nights have your pay counted out to you, yet 
ſome little ſnug ſine-cure, or a miniſterial mandate to a 
county, for what you were very lately ſo aukwardly gaping 
after, (though, thank heaven, you was diſappointed) may, 
in the end, recompenſe your labours. 
I muſt, however, recommend to you rather more temper ; 
you fart too furiouſly ; you ſhould firſt play with bended 
reins, then urge by degrees more rapidly, and at laſt try 
the whole fury of the courſe. As a young man, you are 
intitled to portion, but you ſhould have laughed at an idle 
paragraph in a news-paper, in which your GREAT name is 
not at length. Did the conſcientiouſneſs of having merited 
that little ſatire ſting you? I have a right to aſk you; for 
in your curious letter you ſay, I have done nothing therein, 
or upon any occaſion whatever (bravo! W. LEE de ſeipſo) that 
J am not ready to vinaicate as a gentleman to any one THAT 
(not who) ſhall require it. Now I will only remark that, that 
that worthy Baronet urrges it the very pink of chivalry, 
and is hat that is very brave. But do you mean to vin- 
dicate 
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dicate it by your per or your ſword? If by your pen, as 
you offer to vindicate it to any one, I, A. B. beg to aſk 
you a few queſtions. Was it conſiſtent with honour and 
humanity to begin a canvaſs in the borough of Ayleſbury, 
when there was no certainty of any vacancy, and the pre- 
ſent member lay dangerouſly ill from an affair of honour ? 
Was this Chriſtian-like, pouring oil into his bleeding 
wounds ; or, was it not, as far as you could, planting 
thorns under a fick man's pillow ? Was it fair, candid, or 
juſt, ordering application to be made to one of the return- 
ing officers, who is Mr. Wilkes's tenant? Have you ever 
had any provocation from Mr. Wilkes? Have you not 
always been upon terms of civility with him? Juſtify then 
to the world the propriety, the decency, or even the hu- 
manity of your conduct. | 

But, perhaps, I miſtake you, and you meant to juſtify 
it by your ſword. You have juſt begun by &mg your mai- 
den pen, and you might poſſibly mean at the ſame time to 
contrive to fleſh your maiden ſword. Pray be explicit, and 
let me know if you meant to ſend a challenge to all the 
world by the London Evening Poſt? Was ever any thing 
ſo truly noble and great ! 

But I tire you and myſelf: I ſhall therefore conclude, 
with only begging of you, that, inſtead of beginning any 
diſturbances at Ayleſbury, you would keep your own little 

pariſh of Hartwell quiet, and be reconciled to a worthy 
clergyman, who never offended you, and whom your good 
father cheriſhed, and honoured. 

White Hart, Ayleſbury, 

Dec. 16, 1763. 
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The following papers relate to the attempt which one Mr. 
Dun made on Mr. Wilkes s life. 


* 
— 


W 


To JOHN WILKES, Eſq. 


S IR, 
S I have ſomething of conſequence to communicate to 


you, I ſhould be glad to know what time would be 
moſt convenient for me to call upon you this day; I called 


once before, and was refuſed admittance. Be ſo good as to 


ſend me an anſwer by my ſervant, who will wait for it. 
Lieutenant Crockat of dragoons, who is now in Scotland, 
| defires his compliments to you for the many civilities ſhewn 


for you, and none of them more ſo than 
Your moſt humble 


him when he was quartered near your country feat. You 
| : London, Dec. 8, And obedient ſervant, 


may be aſſured that many of the Scotch have ſtill a TN 


b | little after one o'clock he received, by his ſervant, the fol- 


ALEX. DUN. 


Direct to me at Mr. Whyte's, peruke-maker, licutenant | 


of marines. 
This letter he ſent at nine o'clock in the morning. A 


| 1703. 
lowing card : 

Mr. DU N, | 

R. Wilkes's compliments to Mr. Dun, and deſires 

to ſee him at ſeven o'clock this evening : is obliged 

to him for the account of Mr. Crockat. 


3 Thurſday. 


In 
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In conſequence of this deſire, Mr. Dun went to 
Mr. Wilkes's lodgings [ho does Mr. Wilkes lodge with ? 
This is. the true Edenburgh ſtile: has Mr. Wilkes a houſe or 
only a flat: two or three rooms they call a flat at Edenburgh] 
in George-ſtreet, at the time appointed— When he came 
there he knocked gently at the door, and was admitted by 
a ſervant who called himſelf Mr. Wilkes's Butler ; he aſked 
Mr. Dun to walk into a parlour until Mr. Wilkes ſhould 
come down; wanted to know if he had any covers [as he 
had defired by his boy] to be figned; and that he would carry 
them-up to Mr. Wilkes: Mr. Dun then gave him a dozen, 


which he took away in order to carry up to Mr. Wilkes, 


who, he ſaid, was in the room above.— 

In a few minutes after, the Butler came back, in a mild 
manner defired Mr. Dun to walk above to his maſter, who 
was waiting for him: he immediately followed, and was 
ſcarcely out of the parlour door, when five or fix men 
catched faſt hold of him, and brought him down; ſome of 
them were gentlemen, whoſe names Mr. Dun does not 
chuſe to mention, who uſed him very well afterwards: 
that violence was offered is evident, becauſe one of the 
gentlemen had the joints of two of his fingers diſlocated : 


they then ſearched Mr. Dun, but found no deadly weapon 


about him ; indeed he had a penknife in his waiſtcoat pocket, 
[Joofe in his left hand coat pocket] which they kept, and faid 
he had brought it with intention to kill Mr. Wilkes. 
That he may do impartial juſtice to all, he here declares, 
that in a little time they returned his pocket-book, pa- 
pers, &c. and upon his obſerving that he was almoſt ſtrang- 
led, they brought ſeveral different kinds of wine to chuſe 
of; drank his health, and ſaid they believed they were all 
in the wrong; [not true] but that he muſt go to ſome gen- 
teel houſe: and be confined a little, until he ſhould clear up 
this matter, as Mr. Wilkes had a warrant againſt him on 

CE. ſuſpicion 


Lee. 


ſuſpicion of his intending to maſſacre him [according to his 
own declaration.] They then aſked, if he did not think it 
> proper for them to have acted this part? He ſaid not, as 
7 he thought it was taking hold of him under ſhew of 
friendſhip, as the card expreſſed. He aſked if his letter did 

| not deſerve civil treatment? To which Mr. Coates, Juſ- 
tice of Peace, [in Surry] was pleaſed to reply, that Mr. 

Wilkes had acted by his advice; that they found out 
he was a man of education from his letter, and therefore 

judged him the more dangerous. Mr. Coates told him, 

that Mr. Wilkes deſired he would write to him and clear up 

the matter more fully, and he would fend him an anſwer 

[not true.] They then brought Mr Dun, pen, ink, paper, 

| and wax, and he wrote, directed to Mr. Wilkes in his 
lodgings: as Mr. Wilkes ſent him a verbal anſwer, he will 

[ not inſert a copy of this letter ; he will only obſerve, that 

he procured him a dozen of franks from Mr. Fitzherbert ; 
: thanked him for what he wrote; and ſaid that he would 
have done them himſelf, but was not well. This meſſage 
was ſent him by a gentleman who carried up Mr. Dun's 
letter. Mr. Fitzherbert he muſt thank for likewiſe ſub- - 

ſcribing to his performance in Mr. Wilkes's houſe, by only 
hearing a few pages read. | | 
He does here declare he has no animoſity againſt Mr. 
Wilkes, nor any man in Britain; tome have ſhewn it in 
London, and that very lately, againſt him, for no other 
cauſe but his mentioning Mr. Wilkes in this performance: 
he has been often inſulted and beat, [BEAT !] and bruiſed, 
but as juſtice will always get the better, and innocence will 
be protected, has always come off to his own ſatisfaction; 
and is not this moment afraid, although under lock and 

key in Stanhope-ſtreet. | 

8 He now, as an officer who has ſuffered in his Majeſty's 
ſervice, claims protection; is but young, cannot therefore 
command 


- 


Pay 


E N. 


— 4 — 4 ——— — — . 


Ließ 


command temper every moment to put up with hearing his 
countrymen in Scotland abuſed; but he wiſhes ſincerely the 


- whole would be unanimous, and then the Engliſh, Iriſh, 
and Scotch, would be a terror to all their enemies: if they 


diſagree among themſelves, the conſequences will be dread- 


„ ful. [Do they?] As the aforeſaid publication will ſoon ap- 


pear, he ſhall ſay no more at preſent on this ſubje&, but 
acquaint the public that it is his firſt performance, wrote at 
the deſire of many gentlemen of known merit, and offered 
to the King's peruſal. | 

Upon the 1oth of December inſtant, Mr. Dun was tried 
not even examined] at Mr. Wilkes's inſtance, for breach of 
privilege, &c. and acquitted : he muſt here own his obliga- 
tions to ſeveral members who ſpoke in his behalf; although 
none of them will ſay he aſked them to appear in his de- 


fence. He is ſorry to ſay ſome Gentlemen were over in- 


quiſitive; who inſiſted that his ſervant ſhould inform, and 


even threatened him, to tell them, what meſſages he ſent 
him from the Houſe of Commons. | 

The nightW\this trial was ended, ſome of Mr. Wilkes's 
friends [J/h9 were they ?] came to ſee Mr. Dun (as they 
themſelves owned) from a principle of curioſity ; they 


wanted, they ſaid, to know what was the reaſon for his 


animoſity againſt Mr. Wilkes, and to ſee and take a copy 


of his card to Mr. Dun. In the firſt place, he informed 


them that he had no ill will at Mr. Wilkes, and let them 
copy the card, as they deſired : he further ſaid, that he in- 
tended to be his friend, and they ſaw his recompenſe. They 


then told Mr. Dun that the world conſidered this as a raſh | 


and frantic action, at leaſt, that Mr. Wilkes's friends did; 
but that now they were ſatisfied it was not. They ſhewed 
Mr. Dun ſeveral penknives, and wanted to know the fize 
of the one he had in his waiſtcoat pocket on the 8th inſt. 
He told them it was the ſize of the leaſt of thoſe they pro- 

duced 3 
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3 duced ; but that he ſhould not ſuſpect 7hem of aſſaſſination 9 
& for bringing them into his apartments: at this they ſmiled. N 
85 As the news- papers ſay [His own account] that Mr. Dun 


faid he purchaſed the penknife firſt nine months ago; then 3 
a ſhorter ſpace; and, at laſt, confeſſed he bought it at 
Chatham a fortnight before that time, he muſt explain this 


Is 
* 


matter! As he had three penknives purchaſed much about 


the times mentioned, but the one for common uſe, which 
was then in his pocket, he bought on the firſt of Decem- 
ber laſt, from the ſhop of Nicholas Foſter, near the corner 


„ 


of Grocer's-alley. He obſerved that there were ſeveral 


brave and ſenſible men (officers) in a worſe condition than 
ever he (Mr. Dun) was, proceeding from the ſame malady; 
that ſome cut their throats; that others ſhot themſelves 


h$—+ 


ll 

il through the body; and that many were prevented from 
putting an end to their own lives, proceeding, as one 
would imagine, from the nature of the climate: but he 

: muſt obſerve, that ſometimes people receive favours from 
thoſe they leaſt expect them, and are deceived by others 
they moſt confide in: this has been Mr. Dun's caſe in this 
affair: a man profeſſed the greateſt friendſhip for him, ſub- 
ſcribed to his book, ſaid he was half a Scotchman, and was 


— 


in company with him on Tueſday night the 8th inſtant, at 
the Parliameat tavern, was, as he is informed, the princi- 
pal occaſion of this proſecution. God keep Mr. Dun from 


add, 
Integer vitæ, ſceleriſque purus non eget Mauri 
Jaculis nec Arcu, nec venenatis gravida Sagittis. 


Ih 
the company of half friends for the future : but let him | 


Fuſee Pharetra *. 
We 


be ——— — 
; 


Thus tranſlated: Fuſcus, the man of morals pure, 
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Needs not the jav'lin of the Moor, 


Nor venom'd arrows, nor the blade, 


His virtue is a ſurer aid. Francis. 
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We ſhall take the liberty of adding to Mr. Dun's caſe, 
that it is the obſervation of Machiavel, that in all caſes, 
not only of aſſaſſination, but of deep danger, no man ſhould 
be employed, who is always, and entirely in his ſenſes. 


{Here it will not be improper to inſert a letter which was 
wrote to Mr. Wilkes in conſequence of Dun's open de- 
claration to the writer, to whom his intentions of aſſaſ- 
ſination were openly confeſſed. ] 


To JOHN WILKES, Efq. 


S RN; 
SHOULD not do my duty if I did not acquaint you, 
that the young Scotch officer that wanted entrance at 
your houſe, is a villain, and his intentions are of a blackiſh 
dye. I had been in his company for near four hours. That 
part of our converſation that relates to you, conſiſted 


chiefly of his intentions of maſſacreing you the firſt oppor- 


tunity, and that there were thirteen more gentlemen of 
Scotland of the ſame reſolution, and confederates of his, 


who were reſolved to do it, or die in the attempt. Laſt 


night, when your trial was over, the gentleman at the 
coffee-houſe quitted the room that I was in (on account of 
the ſhouts in the hall) and left the Scotch hero and I toge- 
ther, but I abruptly left the room, and went after the peo- 
ple to Great George-ſtreet, and on hearing a noiſe at your 
door, I went up, and, to my great ſurpriſe, ſaw the 
Scotchman a-trying for entrance; I knocked and had ad- 
mittance, which enraged the hero ſo much, that he ſwore 
revenge againſt the ſervant, and was very troubleſome ; 
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when I went out, I heard a gentleman taking him to taſk 
upon his vowing revenge on you or your fervant, upon 
which I told the gentleman a ſmall part of what I knew, 
and he put him in the hands of two watchmen, and ordered 
him to the roundhouſe, but at the corner of Great George- 
ſtreet, I am told, he was reſcued, and ran away. There 


is not ſafe to communicate by letter: his principles and 
zeal make it unſafe for ſuch an abandonned wretch to be at 
large. Your own diſcretion, I hope, will guide you to 
prevent any thing that may be intended. 


I am, with all reſpect, 


SIR, Your's, 
Cranborn-alley, Leiceſter-fields, 
December 7, 1763. | M. DARL V. 


Affidavit of John Wilkes, Eſq. Matthew 
Brown, and Mathias Darly. 


In the King's} FOHN WIL K Es, of Ayleſbury in 

Bench. 5 the county of Bucks, Eſq; Matthew 
Brown, ſervant to the ſaid Mr. Wilkes, and Mathias Darly, 
of the pariſh of St. Anne, Soho, in the liberty of Weſt- 
minſter, engraver, ſeverally make oath ; and firſt, the ſaid 
John Wilkes for himſelf faith, That he this deponent ve- 
rily believes that he is in danger of his life, from the 
wicked, malicious, revengeful, and unprovoked menaces 
of one Alexander Dun, who (this deponent is informed) is 


a Scotch officer; and between eleven and twelve of the 
| clock 
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was converſation paſſed between him and the company that 
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clock laſt Tueſday Evening demanded entrance into this de- 9 
I 

£ 


ponent's houſe in Great George Street, Weſtminſter, and 
threatened violence to his perſon ; and this deponent fur- 
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ther ſaith, That about nine of the clock this morning he 
received the letter hereunto annexed, marked (A“) which 
this deponent is informed, and verily believes, is of the 
hand writing of the ſaid Alexander Dun: and this depo- 
nent, Matthew Brown, for himſelf faith, that he ſaw a 
perſon at the time firſt above meationed make ſeveral very 
rude and violent endeavours to come into the houſe of the 
ſaid Mr. Wilkes; and upon his being refuſed by this depo- 
nent, threatened revenge to Mr. Wilkes, and alſo to this 
deponent; and by the beſt deſcription and information 
which this deponent has been able to collect, he believes 
the ſaid perſon's name is Alexander Dun: and this deponent 
Mathias Darly for himſelf ſaith, That he this deponent did 
yeſterday write to Mr. Wilkes the letter hereunto annexed 
(B+) the contents of which are true, and that the Scotch offi- 


cer therein alluded to is the ſaid Alexander Dun: and this 1 
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deponent further ſaith, That he is not moved by any malice 
or reſentment againſt the ſaid Alexander Dun, but thought 
it his duty, as a member of ſociety, to make the above inti- 
mations to Mr. Wilkes, in order that he might concert the 
neceſſary meaſures for his perſonal ſafety. And therefore 
the ſaid John Wilkes craves ſureties of the peace againſt the 
ſaid Alexander Dun, not out of hatred or malice, but 
merely for the preſervation of his life and perſon from 


danger. 
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JOHN WILKES. 
MATTHEW BROWN, 


MATHIAS DARLY. 
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* See this letter in page 100. t See this in page 105. 
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The deponent, John Wilkes, ſworn at his houſe in Great- 
George-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, he being indiſpoſed, the 8th 
day of December, 1763, before me, 


W. MAPLESDEN, 


By commiſſion. 


Mathew Brown and Mathias Darly, ſworn in Great Ormond- 
ſtreet, the 8th Day of December, 1763, before 


E. WILMOT. 


W AR R A N T. 


E. WIL MOT. "af 
ENGLAND, \ HEREAS I have received informa- 

to wit. tion on the oath of John Wilkes, 
Eſq. Matthew Brown, and Mathias Darly, That one 
Alexander Dun, between eleven and twelve o'clock on 
Tueſday evening laſt, demanded entrance into the houſe of 
John Wilkes, and threatened violence to his perſon ; and 
hath ſince, in the hearing of Mathias Darly, declared his 
intention to maſſacre the ſaid John Wilkes the firſt oppor- 
tunity, and therefore the ſaid John Wilkes craves ſureties 
of the peace againſt the ſaid Alexander Dun, not out of 
hatred or malice, but merely for the preſervation of his 
life and perſon from danger. 

Theſe are therefore to will and require, and, in his Ma- 
jeſty's name, ſtrictly to charge and command you, and 
every of you, upon ſight hereof, to apprehend and take the 
ſaid Alexander Dun, and bring him before me, or one 


other 
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other of the Juſtices of his Majeſty's court of King's-Bench, 


if taken in or near the cities of London or Weſtminſter, 
otherwiſe before ſome Juſtice of the Peace living near the 
place where he ſhall be herewith taken : to the end he may 
become bound with ſufficient ſureties for his perſonal ap- 
pearance, in his Majeſty's court of King's-Bench, on the 
firſt day of Hillary Term, to anſwer the premiſes, and in 
the mean time, to keep the peace, and be of good beha- 
viour towards all his Majeſty's ſubjects, eſpecially towards 
the ſaid John Wilkes ; and hereof fail not at your peril. | 


N 


3 


Given under my hand and ſeal this cignth day of 
December, 1763. | 


To. Richard Elſton, my tipſtaff, and to 
all chief and petty conſtables, head- 
boroughs, tythingmen, and all others 
whom theſe may concern. 


Mr. Wilkes having appointed ſeven in the evening, on 
Thurſday laſt, for an interview with the faid Alexander 
Dun, he came punctually at the time, when he was appre- s 
hended in conſequence of the above warrant. 
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[The following is an Advertiſement which was circulatud 
1 ; by Mr. Dun; to which are ſubjoined ſome remarks 
thereupon. ] 
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BY 


1 bat ALEXANDER DUN of Marines 
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OF A 


REDUCED. OFFICER) 
With ADVICE to 


HALF- PAY OFFICERS, 
AND TO 
OFFICERS ENTERING, THE ARMY. 


A Point explained concerning 


THE SEA AND MARINE OFFIEERS. 


Interſperſed with | 7 
Vidious Obſervations on the F A Ke WM { 5 
Quo ſemel eſt bom recens ſurvabit, + 3 


der Teſta diu. 


To which i is added, 8 | 
Some ADVICES to, a OBSERVATIONS on, 


Mr. WILKES's Behaviour to the Scotch Nation. 
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5 ＋ The AUTHOR may be heard of at the Parliament Tavern, & 
near Weſtminſter Hall, or at St. Clement's Coffee-Houſe in the 4 
Strand, if any Gentlemen chuſe to ſubſcribe. 


Mr. 


111 . 
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Mr. Dun has had ſo much encouragement already from 
the nobility and quality, both in Britain, and in foreign 
countries, in this publication, that he would not have made 


it public had it not been for an accident which ain ag 
lately, now to be explained. 

As Mr. Wilkes is mentioned in his treatiſe, 10 FUR © 
it incumbent upon him to wait upon Mr. Wilkes to fee 
whether or not the diflentions betwixt the Engliſh and 
Scotch nations ¶ V bat are theſe difſentions ? Nobody ever 
| heard of them.) reported to be occafioned by him were from 
real or imaginary cauſes. He had an offer of being intro- 
duced to Mr. Wilkes by ſeveral different gentlemen {#/49?] 
and on Tueſday night Near tavelve o'clock] went for that 
purpoſe, but was refuſed admittance ; was diſappointed 
next day by breach of appointment ¶ hat appointment ] 
and on Thurſday morning wrote to Mr. Wilkes; which 
letter, with Mr. Wilkes's anſwer, and the remaining ob- 
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Dear SI R, 
N order of the Houſe of Commons is come to Mr. 
Hawkins and me; to attend Mr. Wilkes from time 
to time in order to obſerve the progreſs of the cure,” and to 
make a report to the houſe, together with you and Mr. 
Graves. You will oblige us by acquaintmg Mr. Wilkes 
with this; and if you let us know at what time you intend 
to ſee Mr. Wilkes on Monday, we will be ready to meet 
you there. Mr. Hawkins deſires that the nk e 110 
be for ſome hours after twelve. : 
| 1 um; 8 TRNY 3 oy 
Cecil-ſtreet, Your moſt humble ſervant, 
December 17. W. HEBBERDEN. 
| To 
7 4 ——+ ——S99S——$————44-- 4 


ſervations, ſee from page 100 to 105 
l To Dr. BROCKLESBY. 


aac 


To Mr. W 1L X E S. 


Dear 8 I R, 

ATE laſt night I received the incloſed letter * from my 
moſt | ingenious and worthy friend Dr. Hebberden, 

and alſo the incloſed copy of an order of the Houſe of 
Commons, to report upon your caſe on the 19th of January; 
I am therefore to entreat you, to fix the hour for our atten- 
dance at your houſe on Monday, and I will take care to 
appoint Dr. Hebberden and Mr. Hebberden, and Mr. 


2 
- N 


Hawkins, Hing! a: 

; 101 10 1 am, #00 STR, 
'Norfolk-ſtreet, ' © Your moſt obedient 
Sunday morning. © Humble ſervant, 


Dec. 18, 1763. RICHARD BROCKLESBY. 


To Dr. HEBBERDEN, 


R. WIL KE 8 . his 1 to Dr. 
Hebberden, and is duly ſenſible of the kind care 
and concern. of the Houſe of Commons, not only for his 
health, but for his ſpeedy recovery. He is attended by Dr. 
Brockleſby, of whoſe integrity and ability he has had the 
experience of many years, and on whoſe ſkill he has the 
moſt perfect reliance. Mr. Wilkes cannot but ſtill be of 
opinion, that there is a peculiar propriety in the choice he 
at firſt made of Dr. Brockleſby, for the cure of what is 
called a gun-ſhot wound, from the circumſtances of the 
doctor's having been ſeveral years phyſician to the army; 


JR 


but at the ſame time entertains a real eſteem for Dr. Heb- 
| ard fem 4 berden's 


* The letter immediately preceding. 


be well enough to beg that honour to eat a bit of mutton 
in | 5 
GREAT GEORGE STREET. 
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Monday, Dec. 19. 


To Mr. HAWKINS. 


: R. WILKES preſents his compliments to Mr. 
1 Hawkins. He ſome time ago, from motives of 
humanity, readily conſented, at the requeſt of Mr. Martin, 
to receive the viſits of Dr. Hebberden and Mr. Hawkins. 
He is now acquainted that the honour Mr. Hawkins in- 
tends him, of a viſit to-day, is not at the deſire of Mr. 
Martin; and therefore he begs that it may be deferred till 
he is more capable of enjoying company. He has every 
reaſon to continue perfectly ſatisfied with the conduct of 


Mr. Graves, a military ſurgeon of eminence, who extracted 
the ball; he hopes, in a few weeks, to be ſo well recovered 
as to be able to receive Mr. Hawkins in Great George 
ſtreet : and ſhall be impatient for an opportunity of ſhew- 
ing the juſt regard he will ever pay to ſo diſtinguiſhed a 
character. | 

Monday, December 19. 


To Dr. BROCKLESBY. 


Pear SIR, 
HAVE the favour of your letter, and of the papers in- 
cloſed, I think you are rather deficient in politeneſs, 
that you do not congratulate your friend on the ae and 
FJngular honour done him by the Houſe of Commons, in ap- 
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pointing a es and ſurgeon to attend him. The .. 
ſet them ſuch an example, by ordering the phy/icion and 
ſurgeon of a member of the other houſe to their bar, to be 
examined concerning his ſtate of health. I had before re- 
ceived other unmerited obligations from their Lord/hips, and 
the old friendſhips of Lord S- ch, though I own I was 
rather put to the bluſh by heir p—b—ng to the world what 
they pretended was found [perhaps put] among the things 
ſtolen from me. If a man makes a private E n W——n, 
ſhould all the world ſee it? Is a treatiſe againſt the ſpleen 


or the tædium vitæ, fo dangerous as now to become a ſtate- 
crime for the cognizance of our preſent — — —, or rather 


In—s? Has the nafty gummy, blubbering, over-grown 
boy of a Lord, as barbarous and bluſtering as the north, 
has he likewiſe received his orders to denounce to the Com- 
mons a laughable poem, as a horrid crime to make all good 
Chriſtians ſhudder? Are the moſt wretched and impious 
lines, to be forged, that a work which idolizes the ſex, may 
be brought into judgment * the craf? y Scot, who never 
loved any woman, and who — 

This laſt act of the Cum ſeems almoſt to perfect the 
ſcene, and quite overwhelms me with gratitude. Yet 
though I am a young member, I cannot but obſerve and 
lament, that the afrtient eſtabliſhed forms of p———t have 
in the preſent caſe been laid aſide, as if order had taken 
leave of the H—/e with good old Orflow. The courſe of 
buſineſs has always been, that affairs of importance ſhould 


previouſly go to a committee. The affair you have men- 


tioned is of ſo much real conſequence, that it ſhould, (in 
my poor opinion,) have been referred to #409 - committees. 


Firſt, it ſhould have gone to the committee of ways and 


means, to contrive how the ate phyſician and ſurgeon can 
get into my houſe. Secondly, to the committee of. ſupply, to 
vote the fees due to the gentlemen for their attendance ; but 

I have 
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I will not ſuffer either of them to enter my doors. 


The C—mm—:s, like true country people, ſeem to have 


an overflowing of kindneſs for me, which is very. apt to 
ſurfeit : and yet like the others, ſometimes in the ſame mo- 
ment, they fail in a point of good breeding, even to one of 
their own members. The Houſe deſires Dr. Hebberden and 


Mr. Hawkins to come to me, but forgot to deſire me to re- 
ceive them, and I molt certainly will not. 


Surely, my dear Sir, this matter has been too lightly deter- 
mined upon by the honourable Houſe. It is pretty well known 
that I have already a phyfician and ſurgeon, whole characters 
the foul breath of ſlander never reached, and whom I con- 
fide in and love. Why ſhould I admit any others? Am TI 
to conſent to an unjuſt ſlur upon gentlemen, with whom I 
have all the reaſon in the world to be ſatisfied ? Shall I 
concur in ſuffering party madneſs to fix a vile ſuſpicion, 
where I know that it ought not to reſt? I will never coun- 
tenance ſo ſhameful a proceeding. Honour, juſtice, grati- 
tude, private friendſhip, equally forbid it. 5 

My brother members ſeem quite wild in their rage. 


They would force a phyſician and ſurgeon upon me, when 


I have one of each already, and they forget that my dear 
friend and chaplain CHURCHILL has left me for ſome time. 
Would it not therefore have looked better, if theſe oblig- 
ing friends had ſhewn ſome regard to my ſpiritual concerns, 
and had ordered their own chaplain, the very learned bro- 


ther of the very conſcientious merchant, and of the very 


acute ſecretary to attend me; or they might perhaps have 
prevailed on the GOOD Mr. Kidge//. He is ſo ready to 
every laudable {and lucrative} work, he would not, I be- 
lieve, have hefitated. You might, in time, have had O55 


ſervations on my converfion and apoſtleſbip, though I hope not 


in 
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1 J have public economy ſo much at heart, (though I make no 
parade of it) that I will fave the nation that expence ; for 
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in a way to make you doubt of the whole; at leaſt you 
would have been ſure of a SERIES OF LETTERS in the 
LEDGER, the profits to be divided between the ſaid Kidgell 
and his partner Mac-Faden, according to the ſaid Kidgel!'s 
former plan. I think the L too onght to have confi- 
dered this important point chaplainſbip, and Lord S—w—b, 
or Lord Le D—ſþ—-r, or ſome other pious Lord, ſhould 
have moved to ſend me a divine legation of the Biſhop of 
G -r. I have been ſaid to have doubts. I really have 
none. If I had, that or/hodox Biſhop would ſurely be able 
to remove them ; only I ſhould fear, that for every one of 
mine he carried away, he would leave ten of his own be- 
hind with me. I might likewiſe be treated with quaint 
perſuaſives to continence. It could never come more a propos, 
nor with a greater probability of ſucceſs, for that cold fro- 
zen virtue of chaſtity, the virtue of age, not of youth, ſeems 
likely to be as much my portion this year, as it has been 
the pedant's through every year of his life. His virtue is 
fixed as in a froſt, beyond all the powers of genial ſpring, or 
a molt luſcious wife, mine I truſt will zhaw, melt, and re- 
ſelve itſelf to ſprightly dew =—y * the firſt breath of 
zephyr. 

After all, my dear ae I might, I believe, admit the 
ſtate-phyfician and ſurgeon without any danger of a Ruſſian 
hemirrhoidal cholic, but I will not do any thing on com- 
pulſion, Hal. I do not ſuſpect either of them in the leaſt 
to reſemble a Talbot, a Martin, a Forbes, or a Dun. On 
the contrary, they are both amiable men, and therefore, I 


wiſh you would bring them here to dinner as ſoon as I ſhall 


get a little better, for, at preſent, if they come, I ſhould 
fear they would place themſelves, by authority, one on the 
right, and the other on the left-hand, of their poor patient, 
and, like Sancho's doctor with his wand, forbid my tafting 
any thing I ogled, or rather ſquinted at. 
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Jam alone; if you are diſengaged, F wiſh you to come 
here at four, and I will give you half of my boiled chicken. 
We never can want food for laughter, while, in-the phraſe 85 
of the fly Fox, George Grenville has the conduct of the H—ſe F 
of C—mm—-s. * 
Great George-ſtreet, l am ever 
Monday, Dec. 19, My dear SIR, 
1763. - Your affectionate humble ſervant, 
JOHN WILKES. 


[When Mr. Wilkes was ſomewhat recovered of his wound, 
he retired to Paris, where he was complimented by Mr. 
Martin (who had fled thither in conſequence of their 
late duel) with the following card.] 


8 
3.34 
a 
= 
bw 
3 
by 
5 
4 
5 


WIS 


R 
n N 


To JOHN WILKE S, Eſq. 

R. Martin preſents his compliments to Mr. Wilkes, 

and defires to know how he does, flattering himſelf, 

from Mr. Wilkes's performance of ſo long a journey, at 

this ſeaſon of the year, gs his health is perfectly et 
bliſhed. 

Mr. Martin cannot help avks this opportunity to aſſure 
Mr. Wilkes, that he had deſired Mr. Bradſhaw to deliver 
up Mr. Wilkes's note, written to Mr. Martin on the 16th 
of November, as it occurred to the latter that any imagi- 
nable uſe might be made of it to Mr. Wilkes's prejudice, 
and before Mr. Martin had heard from Mr. Bradfhaw that 
it was actually given up. 

Mr. Martin returns his thanks to Mr. Wilkes for his at- 
S tention to Mr. Martin's ſafety, by giving the early notice S 
he did to Mr. ALA, of his e himſelf to be 
3 in danger. 


G g 


118 | 
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It is impoſſible for Mr. Martin to think of taking part 
in any affair of Mr. Wilkes that he may find depending in 
the Houſe of Commons at his arrival in England. He 
propoſes to ſet off from hence on his return home on Mon- 
day next, but believes he ſhall not ſet foot in London till 
thoſe affairs are determined, to avoid even a colour of ſuſ- 
picion that he is capable of appearing againſt Mr. Wilkes, 
after what hath ſo recently * 

Hotel de Luynes, 
Dec. 30, 1763. 


To Mr. MARTIN. 
R. Wilkes's compliments to Mr. Martin, and is 
much obliged by the favour of his note. Mr. Wilkes 
is going to pay his reſpects to Lord Hertford, and if Mr. 
Martin is diſen gaged, will afterwards wait upon him for a 
quarter of an hour, at the Hotel de Luynes. OY 


Hotel de Saxe, 
Dec. 30. F riday. 


To the Right Hon. Sir John Cuſt. 


8 IR, | 

Cannot expreſs the concern I am under, from the . 

ſibility I now find of attending my duty in parliament 
on the 19th of this month : I have ſuffered very much 
from the tour I made here in the holidays to ſee my daugh- 
ter. My wound is again become extremely painful, the 
parts are very much inflamed, and a fever attends it. I 
incloſe a certificate of one of the King's phyſicians, and a 
ſurgeon of the army, gentlemen of eminence in their pro- 
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1 the King' s-Bench. 


211 5 


feſſion, who think it abſolutely neceſſary for me to ſtay 
ſome time longer at Paris. I refer to the certificate itſelf 
for the particulars. | . 
The impatience I feel to juſtify myſelf to the Houſe, 
from the groundleſs and cruel attacks upon me, and the 
zeal I hope ever to retain for the vindication of the ſacred 


rights of the Commons of Great-Britain, and the privileges 


of parliament, both of which have been groſly violated in 
my perſon, had determined me to ſet out for England on 


Friday next, but I now find myſelf incapable of perform- 


ing the journey. I am therefore, Sir, under the neceſſity 


of intreating you to ſubmit my caſe to the Houſe, and I 
doubt not, from their juſtice, a more diſtant day will be 
appointed, when it may be in my power to attend the diſ- 
cuſion of points very important in themſelves, and in which 


Jam very materially concerned. 
I would not, Sir, implore this of the Houſe, if I * 


the delay could be attended with any poſſible inconvenience 


to the public; and I beg to obſerve, that T ſeized the firſt 


moment, which the reſolutions of parliament gave me, to 
enter my appearance to the informations filed againſt n me in 


I am, with due reſpe& and regard, 


S TR, 
Paris, Hotel de Saxe, Your moſt obedient 


Jan. 11, 1764. Humble ſervant, 


JOHN WILKES. 8 
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The Certifcate which was incloſed. 
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OUS ſouſſignes medecin conſultant du Roi, ci devant 
medecin en chef de ſes armees en Allemagne et en 
Eſpagne, et nous chirurgien conſultant des armees, et chi- 
rurgien major du regiment des Gardes Francoiſe, certifions 
que Monfieur Jean Wilkes eſt dans un etat qui ne lui per- 
met point, tant par report a ſa bleſſure qui n'eft pas encore 
entierement cicatriſce, que par raport à la fievre qui lui eſt 
ſurvenue d' entreprendre la rout de Paris a Londres; qu'il 
ſeroit A craindre en l'inflammation et le bourſoufflement 
conſiderable arrives depuis peu de jours, qu'il ne ſe format 
une hernie à la quelle, il ne ſeroit point poſſible de re- 
medier, que pour prevenir cet accident, dont il eſt menac᷑ et 
qun movement violent, tel que celui d'une chaiſe de poſte, 
et Vagitation de la mer ne manqueroient pas de determiner, 5 
il eſt abſolument indiſpenſable qu'il reſte encore quelque 
tems a Paris. En foi de quoi nous lui avons delivre le pre- 
ſent certificat. 5 | 

A Paris, NINNIN. | 

11 Janvier, 1704. | DUFOUARE x. 
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Te TRANSLATION. 
WE the underwritten conſultation-phyſician to his Majeſty, late chief 


phyſiciart to his armies in Germany and Spain, and we confultation- ſurgeon 
to the army and ſurgeon- major to the regiment of French Guards, do certify 


IF; 


F that Mr, John Wilkes is in a condition which, both with reſpect to his 
wound, as not yet thoroughly cloſed, and to a fever which is come on him, 


will not admit of his travelling from Paris to London; that under the in- 
flammation and conſiderable tumour which have appeared within theſe few 
days, 


8688. 
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2 8 IR, 
\HE two noble Sed % whigs, of whom you were 
ſo fond, did me the favour of dining here yeſter- 
| 15 day. I paſſed the day very happily, though not ſo joyouſly 
as that day twelvemonth, in the midſt of my worthy con- 


ſtituents at Ayleſbury, all of us in full chorus, to the liber- 
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ties of our country, and the virtues of our Sovereign; yet 
after the late flagrant acts of deſpotic power in the miniſ- 
ters, not forgetting either their wickedneſs or their inſo- 
4 lence. Joſh's champaigne * was not neceſſary to inſpire the 
| higheſt good-humour and gaiety on ſo white, ſo auſpicious 
a day as the fourth of Fune; the toaſt conſecrated the wine, 
and gave it the true flavour, though I could not help la- 
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menting my hard and unmerited lot of being forced to give 
ſuch a toaſt out of my own dear country, and in a land 
where the ſtandard of liberty is not yet erected. With 


8 
Miſs Wilkes's help we made out tolerably well GOD- : 


NI LN MY reg 
LN NEE 3 
DES eee 


88 N 


n 
3, r 
by OO ESE * e 


SAVE GREAT GEORGE OUR KING; and as the 
Duke of Nivernois ſays in one of his letters, — Nous avons 


toaſte et chante fort gaiement, et enfin nous avons ete quatre 

bonnes heures d table. As I am a univerſal whig,. I could 
| HH h not 

days, it is to be A that the conſequence would be a rupture beyond 


all cure; that to, prevent this accident with which he is threatened, and 
which ſuch a violent motion as that of a poſt-chaiſe and the agitation of the 


ſea would- infallibly bring on, it is abſolutely indiſpenſible that he till con- 
tinue ſome time longer at Paris. In witneſs of which we have given him 
this preſent certificate. | 
Paris, | | — NINNIN. 
January II, 1 1764. 5  DUF OUARE. 
* Wine-merchant at Paris. TE | 
+ Thus tranſlated : We toaſted and ſung away moſt jovially ; in good 


faith we were at table full four hours. 
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I endeavoured to bring down as low as the reſt of the ſong, 
and I believe I ſucceeded ; the thought was good that the 
name of BRUNSWIC may ever be as propitious to the li- 
berties of mankind as that of NASSAU ; and our gracious 
Sovereign, through a long and glorious reign, equally feared 
abroad and beloved at home, may approve himſelf as ſteady a 
patron of the rights of Engliſhmen as his grandfather was. 
On the whole, it proved the moſt agreeable day I have paſ- 
ſed ſince a few of us in April kept the anniverſary of 


CULLODEN, which a good many others ſeem to have a 


memorandum to forget, or at leaſt to negle& very ſhamefully. 
Lord Hertford gave yeſterday a grand dinner to all the 
Engliſd here, except ONE, and to the true Iriſh whigs; 
nor like a good courtier did he omit the new converts, the 
Scots; he did not, however, obſerve the diſtinction which 
is ſo much in faſhion on your fide the water, for the friends 
of the Hanover family, were received at leaſt as well as 
their- known enemies. My lot is particular and droll 

4 -enongh: I am the SINGLE Engliſhman not invited, on 
+ the only day I can at Paris ſhew my attachment to my So- 

vereign, as if I was diſaffected to the preſent eſtabliſhment, 
and yet I am frequently and groſly abuſed by a ridiculous 
fellow at Bouillon, becauſe I am known to hate the other 


family ; and his maſter, the Date, married the ſiſter of the 
Pretendet's wife, a Princeſs. of Poland, of the Houſe of 


Sobieſki. This ſcribbler is one Rouſſeau, who by a wret- 
ched Journal does all he can twice a month to degrade a 
name made illuſtrious by one of the beſt French poets, and 
by the great philoſopher, though in 7he/e times, no longer 
the citizen of Geneva. He lays at my door the North 
Britons againſt the Stuarts, and their dear Friends in the 


north cf bur jilland. You may believe me, when I 


aſſure you it was not * lighteſt mortification to.me, that 
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I did not receive an invitation. When I was aſked, how it 
could happen that fo ſtaunch a whig as Mr. Wilkes was not 
invited on the FOURTH OF JUNE, I laughed like the 
old Roman, I had rather you ſhould aſe why I was NOT, 
than why I WAS invited; perhaps it ſhould have been 
aſked, why ſome others were invited. The liſt of the 
company of Macs and Sawneys, NOT in the French ſer- 
vice would divert you z I with fome of our neighbours from 
the other fide of the Tweed may not keep the 7/wenty-firft 
with more real devotion than they did the FOURTH. 
With reſpe& to external rites they were exemplary, as all 
new converts are; and I believe you find them in England 
good occaſional conformiſts, though I ſhall ever imagine that it 
depends on contingencies how long they will continue ſuch. 
To ſay the truth, I paſſed the day much more to my ſatis- 
faction than I could have done in a ſet of mixed or a ſuſpi- 
cious company, a fulſome dull dinner, two hours of mighty. 
grave converſation, to be purchaſed in all civility by- fix 
more of PHARA, which I deteſt as well as every other 
kind of gaming. As to the Ambaſſador, I have never had 
the leaſt connection with him, nor indeed with it; nor at 


this time with his Scottiſh Secretary, nor at any time with 


his Scottiſh Chaplain, becauſe an Ambaffador generally 
owes his very nomination to miniſterial influence, and is al- 
moſt of courſe / though this does not extend through Bis family } 
under the direction of the miniſters, or perhaps as to the 
preſent caſe; in all propriety we ought to ſay, of the 7 mini Mer, 
who, behind and between the curtains, ſtill gov—ns our iſland. 

J have never been preſented at court, becauſe an Engliſh- 
man ſhould be preſented by the Engliſh Ambaſſador ; and I 
will not aſk any favour of Lord Hertford in the preſent 
ſtate of public affairs ; though as a private Nobleman, I 
ſhould be ambitious to merit, and moſt fortunate to obtain 
his friendſhip, as well as Lord Beauchamp's, from their 
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real ſterling ſenſe, great intrinſic worth, and what ſets off 
the whole, their amiable manners. I have the protection 
of the laws, which I never offend; I am at Paris like any 
other foreigner, who has no other favour to aſk, nor need 
ſeek any other ſecurity. The eloge, which the nobleſt of 
5 [Churchill } eyes me, that 


1 neither court 'the ſmile, nor dread the frown of Kings, 


is as exact a truth here as you know it to have been while I 
was at home. The ſmall circle in which I now walk, will, 
however, bear teſtimony to the juſt tribute of gratitude I pay 
to.the humane virtues of a Prince, under whoſe mild and 
gentle government I have met with that protection which 
an innocent man has a right to expect, but could not find in 
his own country, under his own Prince. Yet let me do 


* 
| 
| 
25 
juſtice, and carry my complaints to the ſource from whence | 


they ſpring, to the baſe contrivances of miniſters exceedingly 
wicked and corrupt, and befides ſtung to the quick, who 
had obtained a moſt unhappy aſcendency over the mind of 
their Sovereign, and to ſecure themſelves, have made their 
moſt odious meaſures pals for his, that the enormous load 
of their guilt may be thrown from themſelves upon him; 
a practice not new, but of which every reign of the Stuarts 
furniſhes examples. I hope ſoon to ſend you ſomething, 
quod et hunc in annum vivat et plures*. . My large work 
opens with the general idea of political liberty; then pro- 
ceeds to examine the ſentiments of the European nations on. 
this head, as diſtinguiſhed from the almoſt univerſal groſs 
deſpotiſin of the reſt of the world. The. third: part is a 


[ 
critique on the various governments of Europe. The. «| 
fourth 


* Thus tranſlated > —— which poſſibly will be read when the writer's eyes 
are cloſed. 
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fourth and laſt is entirely on the Engliſh conſtitution, the va- 


27125 
AY — 


rious changes it has undergone, the improvements made in it 
by the glorious revolution, and the no leſs happy than timely 
acceſſion of the Houſe of Brunſwic. There are a few hints 
of ſome remedies to the defects ſtill ſubſiſting in this noble, 
and if my prayers are heard, this eternal fabric. A large 


appendix contains, I hope, a full juſtification of Mr. Wilkes, 


upon . conſtitutional grounds: a variety of characters are 
drawn from the life, which, if J miſtake not, will entertain 
you; and I believe they are not ſkeletons, though I hope the 
originals will be ſo before the l is e 66 2468 
a Lam, SIR, | 
Paris, | | Your very humble ſervant, 
June 5, 1704. _ JOHN WILKES. 


To the ELECTORS of AYLESBURY. 


GENTLE MEN, 1 g 
HE very honourable, unanimous, and repeated marks 
of eſteem you conferred on me, by committing to my 
truſt your liberty, ſafety, property, and all thoſe glorious 
privileges, which are your birth-right as ENGLISHMEN, 
entitle you to my warmeſt thanks and to the higheſt tribute 
of gratitude my heart can pay. Yet in the peculiar cir- 
cumſtances of my caſe, I think that I ought not at preſent 
to reſt contented with thanking you. I have always found 
a true pleaſure i in ſubmitting to you my parliamentary con- 
duct. It is now more particularly my duty, and when I 
reflect on the real importance and intereſting nature of thoſe 


great events, in which, as your repreſen tative, I have been . 


more immediately concerned, I am exceedingly anxious not 
— to A; myſelf, but to obtain the ſanction of your 
| 77 approbation. 
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approbation. It has ever been my ambition to approve 
myſelf worthy of the choice you have more than once made 
of me as your deputy to the great council of the nation, 


with an unanimity equally honourable and endearing. The 
conſciouſneſs of having faithfully diſcharged my truſt, of 


having acted an upright-and ſteady part in parliament, as 
well as in the moſt arduous circumſtances, makes me dare 
to hope, that you will continue to me what I moſt value, 
the good opinion and friendſhip. of my worthy conſtituents. 
Having the happineſs of being born in the country, where 
the name of vaſſal is unknown, where Magna Charta is the 


inheritance of the ſubject, I have endeavoured to ſupport 


and merit thoſe privileges, to which my birth gave me the 
cleareſt right. 


The various charges brought againſt me may be reduced 


to two heads. The one is of a public, the other of a pri- 
vate nature. The firſt is grounded on the political paper 
of the NORTH BRITON, Number XLV. The other 
reſpects a ſmall part of a ludicrous POEM, which was 


ſtolen out of my houſe. The two accuſations are only ſo 
far connected, that I am convinced there is not a man in 
England who believes, that if the IRS TH had not appeared, 
the 8ECOND would ever have been called in queſtion. — 
The firſt charge is, that the NORTH BRITON, No. 
XLV. is a FALSE LIBEL — | 


On my ie before Lord Mansfield, the word FALSE 
was omitted in the indiament. — 


The . | FALSE is not to be found among the various 


epithets applied to this paper in either of the warran 
iſſued by Lord Halifax. —- 
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By the firſt warrant under which I was apprehended, 
the NORTH BRITON, Number XLV. was denominated 
a TREASONABLE paper. In the ſecond, by which I 
was committed to the Tower, that word too was omitted, 
ſo that the greateſt enemies of this paper ſeem to give up 
its being either FALSE or TREASONABLE. — — It is 
remarkable, that the epithet TRAITEROUS is given to Ix- 
SURRECTION, as the ſuppoſed conſequence of a ſuppoſed 
libel; whereas the Scots, who appeared in open rebellion 
fo lately as 1745, were, in the weekly writings againſt the 
NORTH BRITON, publiſhed under the patronage of the 
Scottiſh Miniſter, and paid for by bim out of the p——c 
t—ſu—e, only termed inſurgents, who defeated regular forces. 
Yet in fact, no inſurrection of any kind ever did or could fol- 
low from this publication, even in thoſe parts of the king- 
dom, ſo lately ſubjected to all the inſolence and cruelty of 
the moſt deſpicable of our ſpecies, the mean ' petty Exciſe- 
man. This is the ſtrongeſt caſe which can poſſible be put, 
The EXCISE is the moſt abhorred monſter, which ever 

ſprung from arbitrary power; and the new mode of it is 
ſpoken of through this paper as the greateſt grievance on 
the ſubject; yet even in this caſe, obedience to the /aws, 
and all Jawful authority, is ſtrictly enjoined, and nv oppo- 
ſition, but what is conſiſtent with the /aws and the conſtitu- 
tion, is allowed. The words are very temperate, cautious, 
and well-guarded. — ** Every legal attempt of a contrary ten- 
* dency to the ſpirit of concord will be deemed a juſtifiable re- 
* fiſtance, warranted by the ſpirit of the Enghſh conſtitution.” 
— Is this withdrawing the people from their obedience to the 
laws of the realm? Is refiſtance recommended, but expreſly 
only ſo far as it is ſtrictly legal? Let the impartial public 
determine, whether this is the language of ſeditian, ot can 
have the leaſt fendency to excite traiterous inſurrectiant. 
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The general charge that the NORTH BRITON, No. 
XLV. is a LIBEL, ſcarcely deſerves an anſwer, becauſe the 
term is vague, and ſtill remains undefined by our law. 
Every man applies it to what he diſlikes. A ſpirited ſatire 
will be deemed a libel by a wicked mimifter, and by 4 Set 

fudge, who-feel, or who Eread the laſh. — 


The NORTH BRITON did 4 not ſuffer the public to be 
miſled. He acknowledged no privileged: vehicle of fallacy. 
He conſidered the liberty of the preſs as the bulwark of all 
our liberties, as inſtituted to open the eyes of the people; 
and he ſeems to have thought it the duty of a politi- 
cal writer to follow T RUTH wherever it leads. In his 
behalf I would aſ even Lord Mansfield himſelf, — Can. 
TRUTH BEA LIBEL ? Is it ſo in the King's-Bench ? fs 


This unlucky paper is likewiſe ſaid, and has always in 
private been charged, by the hirelings of the miniſtry, with 
perſonal diſreſpect to the King. It is, however, moſt cer- 
tain, that not a ſingle word per/onally diſreſpectful to his 


the Sovereign is mentioned not only in terms of decency, 
but with that regard and reverence, which is due from a 
good ſubject to a good King — for inſtance — “ 4 Prince of 
« ſo many great and amable qualities, whom England truly 
** reveres.”— © the perſonal character of our preſent amiable 
« Sovereign makes us eaſy and vappy that ſo great a __— is 
** lodged in ng hands.” — 


4 —— 


The author of * paper, ſo * from n any per- 
| onal attack on his Sovereign, has even vindicated him per- 
8 nal from ſome of the late meaſures, which were ſo ſe- 

verely .cenſured by the judicious and unbiafſed public. 
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Majeſty is to be found in any part of it. On the contrary, # 


[£50] 


8129 5 


E NC 3 . 


He exclaims with an honeſt indignation,— What a ſhame 


5 & was it to ſee the ſecurity of this country, in point of mili- 
5 « tary force, complimented away, CONTRARY TO THE OPI- 
7 « NION OF ROYALTY ITSELF, and ſacrificed to the preju- | 
5 c &« dices, and to the ignorance of a ſet of people, the moſt unfit | 
1 « from every confideration, to be conſulted on a manner rela- f 
7 « five to the ſecurity of the Houſe of Hanover ?” | 
8 The miniſter is indeed every where treated with the con- 
5 tempt and indignation he has merited, but he is ever 
5 carefully diſtinguiſhed from the Sovereign. Every king- 
N dom in the world has, in its turn, found occaſion to 
: lament that princes of the beſt intentions have been deceived 
: and miſled by wicked and deſigning minifters and favourites. 
A It has likewiſe, in moſt countries, been the fate of the 
5 new daring patriots, who have honeſtly endeavoured to 
5 undecerve their Sovereign, to feel the heavieſt marks of his | 
5 diſpleaſure. It is, however, I think, rather wonderful 
5 among us, even in theſe times, that a paper which contains 


the moſt dutiful expreſſions of regard to his Majeſty, ſhould 

be treated with ſuch unuſual ſeverity, and yet that ſo many 
other publications of the ſame date, full of the moſt deadly 
venom, ſhould paſs totally unregarded. Some of theſe 
papers contained the moſt opprobious reflections on that 
true patron of liberty, the late King, whoſe memory 18 
embalmed with the tears of Engliſhmen, while his aſhes 
are rudely trampled upon by others, whom his godlike at- 
tribute of mercy had pardoned the crime of unprovoked 
rebellion. Others were full of the moſt indecent abuſe on 
our great Proteſtant ally, the King of Pruſſia, on the near 
relation of his preſent Majeſty, who has merited ſo highly 
of the nation, by fixing the crown in the Houſe of Hanover; 
on the ſtauncheſt friends of freedom, the city of London ; 
and on the firſt characters among us. Yet all theſe papers 

| K k | have 
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the ſubject to redreſs real grievances.— 1 


Under the arbitrary Stuarts, when our more than Roman 


ſenates dared to, bring TRUTH to the foot of the throne, 


and made the trembling tyrant obey her ſacred voice, the 


nation was in love with parliaments, becauſe they were the 


ſteady friends of liberty, and never met but in favour of 


I have thus, Gentlemen, gone through all the objections 


made againſt this paper, to ſhew the treatment I have 


experienced as the /uppo/ed author.— The moſt cruel orders 


were given by the deccaſed Secretary of State, to drag me 
out of my bed at midnight. A good deal of humanity, and 
ſome ſhare of timidity, prevented the execution of ſuch 


commands. I was made a priſoner in my own houſe by 


ſeveral of the King's meſſengers, who only produced a 


GENERAL WARRANT, iflued without oath, neither 
naming nor deſcribing me. I therefore refufed to obey a 
warrant which I knew to be illegal. I was, however, by 
violence, carried before the Earls of Egremont and Halifax, 


who thought it worth their while to aſk me a tolerable 
number of plain queſtions, to not one of which I thought 
it worth my while to give a plain anſwer, It is no ſmall 
ſatisfaction to me now to know, that I have not a friend in 
the world who wiſhes a ſingle word unſaid by me in the 


critical moment of that examination. I informed their 


Lordſhips of the orders actually given by the Court of Com- 


mon Pleas for my Habeas Corpus, notwithſtanding which 


I was committed to the Tower, the cuſtody of me ſhifted 


into other hands, and that act for the liberty of the ſubject 
eluded. Although the offence of which I ſtood accuſed. 


was undoubtedly bailable, yet for three days every perfor 


Was 


| —— + N . 
have paſſed uncenſured by Miniſters, Secretaries, and by the 
two Houſes of Parliament. — 
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was refuſed admittance to me; and the Governor was 
obliged to treat me in a manner very different from the 
great humanity of his nature, for he had received orders to 
conſider me as a c/o/e priſoner. I rejoice that I can ſay, I 
am the only inſtance of ſuch rigorous treatment ſince the 
acceſſion of the mild Houſe of Brunſwick, although the 
Tower has twice been crowded even with rebels from the 
northern parts of the iſland; and therefore I ſhall continue 
to regret the wretched and cowardly policy, and the inde- 
cent partiality of conferring on Scotſmen ALL the govern- 
ments of the few conqueſts not tamely given up by the 
Scottiſh miniſter; conqueſts won by the valour of the 

united forces of England, Scotland, and Ireland. While 1 
ſuffered this harſh confinement, my houſe in Great George- 
ſtreet was plundered, all my papers were ſexzed, and fome 
of a very nice and delicate nature, not bearing the moſt 
diſtant relation to the affairs of government, were di- 
vulged. — Tha N 
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When I was brought before the court of Common Pleas, 
J pleaded the cauſe of univerſal liberty. It was not the 
cauſe of peers and gentlemen only, but of all the middling 
and inferior claſs of people, who fland moſt in need of protection, 
which, I obſerved, was on that day the great queſtion be- 
fore the court. IT was difcharged from impriſonment by the 
unanimous ſentence of my judges, without giving any bail 
or fecurity. On the firſt day of the meeting of the parliament 
I humbly ſubmitted my grievances to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, as they were choſen to be the guardians of the li- 
berties of the people againft the defpotiſm of miniſters. 
I likewite voluntarily entered my appearance to the actions 
3, bronght at law againft me as foon as I knew the determina- 

tion of the majority, that all the irregularities againſt me 
ſhould be juſtified, and that no privilrge ſhould be allowed 
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in my caſe. even as to the mode of proceeding, which was 
the moſt harſh the rancour of party could deviſe.— | 


I now proceed to the other charge brought againſt me, 
which reſpects an idle poem, called, AN ESSAY ON 
WOMAN, and a few other detached verſes. If fo much 


2 

had not been ſaid on this ſubject, I ſhould be ſuperior to 

1 entering upon any juſtification of myſelf, becauſe I will 
always maintain the right of private opinion in its full ex- | 
tent, when it is not followed by giving any open public 
offence to any eſtabliſhment, or indeed to any individual. | 


The crime commences from thence, and the magiſtrate has . 
a right to interpoſe, and even to puniſh outrageous and in- E 
decent attacks on what any community has decreed to be 4 
ſacred; not only the rules of good breeding, but the laws | 


of ſociety are then infringed. In my own cloſet I had a 
right to examine, and even to try by the keen edge of ri- 
dicule any opinions I pleaſed. If I have laughed pretty 
freely at the glaring abſurdities of a creed, which our great 
Tillotſon 4w7/hed the church of England was fairly rid gf, it 
was in private I laughed. — | 


7 
ET 
$$ 


I gave, however, no offence to any one individual of the 
community. The fact is, that after the affair of the 
NORTH BRITON, the g— t bribed one of my 
| ſervants to ſteal a part of the ESSAY ON WOMAN, and 


the other pieces out of my houſe. Not quite a fourth part 
of the volume had been printed at my own private preſs. 
The work had been diſcontinued for ſeveral months before 

J had the leaſt knowledge of the theft. Of that fourth 
part only twelve copies were worked off, and I never gave 
one of thoſe copies to any friend. In this infamous manner .z 
* did g t get poſſeſſion of this new ſubject of accuſa- 
tion, and except in the caſe of Algernon Sidney, of this 


new 
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of M——h, was highly offended at my having made an 
Eſſay on Woman. His nature could not forgive me that 
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new ſpecies of crime; for a St rt only could make the 
refinement in tyranny of ranſacking and robbing the receſſes 
of cloſets and ſtudies, 1 in order to convert private amuſements 
into ſtate crimes. After the ſervant had been bribed to 


commit the theft in his maſter's houſe, the moſt abandoned 
man of the age, the S- 
a complaint, that I had publiſhed an infamous poem, which 


y of S—e, was bribed to make 


no man there had ever ſeen. It was read before a great aſ- 
ſembly of excellent judges of wit and poetry. 


The neat, prim, ſmirking chaplain of that babe of grace, 
that gude cheeld of the prudiſh Kirk of Scotland, the Earl 


INEFFABLE crime, and his own conduct did not afford me the 
ſhadow of an apology. In great wrath he drew his grey 
gooſe quill againſt me. The pious Peer caught the alarm, 


and they both poured forth moſt woeful lamentations, 


their tender hearts overwhelmed with grief, or as the 
chaplain, who held the pen, ſaid, with GRIEF oF GRIEFS. 


He proceeded to make very unfair extracts, and afterwards 


to benote them in the fouleſt manner. The moſt vile blaſ- 
phemies were forged, and publiſhed as part of a work 
which in reality contained but a few portraits drawn. warm 
from life, with the too high .colouring of a youthful fancy, 


and two or three deſcriptions, perhaps too luſcious, which 


though nature and woman might pardon, a Kidgel and a 
M d, could not fail to condemn. bet SCF DONA; 


I have now, gentlemen, gone through all the objections 
which have been made to my conduct in a public capacity. 
My enemies finding that I was invulnerable, where they 
pointed there moſt envenomed darts, afterwards attempted 


to aſſaſſinate my private character, and propagated an in- 
| | finite 
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finite variety of groundleſs calumnies againſt me. I have 
generally treated theſe with the contempt they deſerved, 
from the certainty that all who knew me would know 
that I was incapable of the things laid to my charge. A 
few falſhoods, advanced with more boldneſs than the reſt, 
I was at the pains to refute. The Wincheſter ſtory in par- 
ticular, becauſe it reſpected Lord Bute's own ſon, and had 
been uſhered to the public with. the greateſt parade, as well 
as 'with all the impudence of malice, and rage of party, 
I diſproved ſo fully, that I am ſure not the leaſt ſhadow of 
a doubt remained in any man's mind as to my entire inno- 
cence of that moſt illiberal charge. I have lived ſo long 
among you, gentlemen, that I will reſt every thing reſpect- 
ing me as a private man to the teſtimony, which the expe- 
rience of ſo many years authorizes you to give, well know- 
ing, that true candour always weighs in the fame balance, 
faults and virtues. The ſhades in private life-are darkened 
by an enemy, but ſcarcely ſeen by a friend. Beſides, it is 
not given to every man to be as pious as Lord S——ch, or 

as chaſte. in and out of the marriage bed, in all — 
years, and deed, as _ B——p of Gl—r. 


e other — din; deſerve to be men- 
tioned, that you may have before you the whole of my con- 
duct in theſe intereſting affairs. Immediately after the laſt 
fragrant breach of the laws, I thought it my duty to the 
community tacommence actions againſt all theperſons guilty. 
I deſpiſed the meanneſs of attacking only agents and depu- 
ties. I endeavoured to bring to the juriſdiction of the law 
the principals, the tuo Secretaries of State. I bluſh fur my 
country when I add, that though I have employed the ableſt 
gentlemen of that profeſſion, they have hitherto found! it im- 
ues even to force an appearance. 
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The judicial. proceeding at my ſuit, commenced at the 
beginning of May twelvemonth, and now in the end of 
October in the preſent year, his Lordſhip has not entered 
any appearance. The Little offenders indeed have not eſcaped. 
Several honeſt juries have marked them with ignominy, and 
their guilt has been followed with legal puniſhment. But 
what is of infinitely greater importance to the nation, we 
have heard from the bench, that GENERAL WARRANTS 
are abſolutely illegal. Such a declaration is in the higheſt 
degree intereſting to the ſubject. b 


When I reflect on theſe two moſt important determina- 
tions in favour of LIBERTY, the beſt cauſe and the nobleſt 
ſtake for which men can contend, I congratulate my free- 
born countrymen, and am full of-gratitude that heaven en- 
ſpired me with a firmneſs and fortitude equal to the conduct 
of ſo arduous a buſineſs. The goodneſs of the cauſe ſup- 
ported me, and I never loſt fight of the great object which 
I had from the firſt in my view, the preſervation of the 
rights and privileges of Engliſhmen. I glory in the name; 
and will never forget the duties reſulting from it. Though 
I am driven into exile from my dear country, I ſhall never 
ceaſe to love and reverence its conſtitution, while it remains 
free. It will continue my firſt ambition to approve: myſelf 
a faithful ſon of England; and I ſhall always be ready to 

give my life a willing ſacrifice to my native country, and to 
| what it holds moſt dear, the ſecurity of our invaluable liber- 
+ ties. While I live, I ſhall enjoy the ſatisfaction of think - 

ing that I have not lived in vain; that the preſent age has 
borne the nobleſt teſtimony to me, and that my name will 
paſs with honour to poſterity, for the upright and diſin- 
7 tereſted part I have ated, and for my unwearied endeavours 
| ro 
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to protect and ſecure the perſons, houſes, and papers of my fel- 
low ſubjects _ — vifits and ſeizures. 


e000 


I am 1 
With much regard and affection, 
Your moſt obliged and obedient 


Paris, Oct. 22, Humble ſervant, 


1764. | 
JOHN WILKES. 


My LOR D, 15 
I is a very peculiar ſatisfaction I feel, on my return to 
my native country, that a Nobleman of your Grace's 
ſuperior talents, and inflexible integrity, is at the head of 
the moſt important department of ſtate. I have been wit- 
neſs of the general applauſe, which has been given abroad, 
to the choice his Majeſty has made, and I am happy to find 
my own countrymen zealous and unanimous in every teſti- 
mony of their approbation. | a 
I hope, my Lord, that I may congratulate myſelf, as welt 
as my country, on your Grace's being placed in a ſtation of 
ſo great power and importance. Though I have been cut 
off from the body of his Majeſty's ſubjects, by a cruel and 
unjuſt proſcription, I have never entertained an idea incon- 


ſiſtent with the duty of a good ſubject. My heart ſtill re- 
tains 


= 
i To his Glace the Duke 6f Grafton. | 
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tains all its former warmth for the dignity of England, and 
the glory of its Sovereign. I have not aſſociated with the 
traitors to our liberties, nor made a ſingle connection with 
any man who was dangerous, or even ſuſpected by the 
friends of the proteſtant family on the throne. I now 
hope that the rigour of a long-unmerited exile is paſt, and 
that I may be allowed to continue in the land, and among 
the friends of liberty. 

I with, my Lord, to owe this to the mercy of my Prince. 
I intreat your Grace to lay me with all humility at the King's 
feet, with the trueſt aſſurances, that J have never, in any 
moment of my life, ſwerved from the duty and allegiance 
I owe to my Sovereign, and that I implore, and in every 
thing ſubmit to, his Majeſty's clemency. 

Your Grace's noble manner of thinking, and the obligations 
I have formerly received, which are ſtill freſh in my mind, 
will, I hope, give a full propriety to this addreſs ; and I am 
ſure a heart, glowing with the ſacred zeal of liberty, muſt 
have a favourable reception from the Duke of Grafton. I 
flatter myſelf, that my conduct will juſtify your Grace's in- 
terceding with a Prince, who is diſtinguiſhed by a com- 


paſſionate tenderneſs and goodneſs to all his ſubjects. 


I am, with the trueſt reſpect, 
My LORD, 
Your Grace's moſt obedient, 


And moſt humble Servant, 


JOHN WILKES. 
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To his Grace the Duke of Grafton. 

Vacare culpd magnum eft ſolatium ; præſertim cum habeam 
duas res quibus me ſiſtentem, optimarum artium ſcientiam, & 
maximarum rerum gloriam, quarum altera mihi vivo nunguam 
eripietur, altera ne mortuo quidem *. | I C icero. 


My LORD, 
AM not yet recovered from the aſtoniſhment, into 
which I was thrown by your Grace's verbal meſſage, in 
anſwer to my letter of the firſt of November. In a conver- 
ſation I had with Colonel Fitzroy at the Hotel d'Eſpaigne, 
he did me the honour of aſſuring me, that I ſhould find his 
brother my real and fincere friend, extremely deſirous to 
concur in doing me juſtice, that he was to tell me this 
from your Grace, but that many intereſting particulars re- 
lative to me could not be communicated by letter, nor by 
the poſt. I fondly believed theſe obliging aſſurances, be- 
cauſe on a variety of occaſions your Grace had teſtified a full 
approbation of my conduct, had thanked me in the moſt 
flattering terms as the perſon the moſt uſeful to the common 
cauſe in which we were embarked, and had ſhewn an un- 
common zeal to ſerve a man who had ſuffered ſo much in 
the cauſe of liberty. 
I returned to England with the gayeſt, and the moſt 
lively hopes. As ſoon as I arrived at London, I deſired 


my excellent friend, Mr. F itzherbert, to wait on your 
Grace, 


1 1. 


* Thus tranſlated: Innocence is my powerful conſolation, eſpecially with 
the two ſupports of great knowledge and eminent reputation, of which one 
will accompany me through life, and the other ſurvive me. 
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Grace, with every profeſſion of regard on my part, and the 7 
reſolution I had taken of entirely ſubmitting the mode f 
the application I ſhould make to the throne for my pardon. 

I cannot expreſs the anxiety, which your Grace's anſwer 7 
gave me, Mr. Wilkes muſt write to Lord Chatham. I then 
begged Mr. Fitzherbert to ſtate the reaſons, which made 
it impoſſible for me to follow that advice, from every prin- 
ciple of honour, both public and private. I ſhewed too 
the impropriety of ſupplicating a fellow ſubject for mercy, 
the prerogative good Kings are the moſt jealous of, by far 
the brighteſt jewel in their crown, and the attribute by 
which they may the neareſt approach to the Divinity. 


* 


| 
I afterwards wrote the letter to your Grace, which I have 
ſeen in all the public prints. I never received any other 
anſwer but a verbal meſſage, - Mr. Wilkes muſt write to 
Lord Chatham: I do nothing without Lord Chatham.” 
— When I found that my pardon was to be bought with : | 
the ſacrifice of my honour, I had the virtue not to heſitate. 7, 
I ſpurned at the propoſal, and left my dear native London 
with a heart full of grief that my faireſt hopes were blaſted, | 
of humiliation that I had given an eaſy faith to the promiſes 
of a Miniſter and a Courtier, and of aſtoniſhment that a ; 
Nobleman of parts and difcernment could continue in an 
infatuation, from which the conduct of Lord Chatham had 
recovered every other man in the nation. He was indeed 
long the favourite character of our countrymen. Every = 
tongue was wanton in his praiſe. The whole people 
hvithed on him their choiceſt favours, and endeavoured by | 
the nobleſt means, by an unbounded generoſity and con- 
fidence, to have kept him virtuous. With what anguiſh | | 
were we at laſt undeceived! How much it coft us to give +; 
up a man, who had ſo long entirely kept poſſeſſion of our 


hearts! How cruel was the ſtruggle! But alas! how is 
| | he 
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he changed? how fallen? from what height fallen? His 1 
J we. ſun is ſet, I believe never to riſe again. : 3 
e We long hoped, my Lord, that public virtue was the > 
guide of his actions, and the love of our country his ruling T 
paſſion, but he has fully ſhewn omnis vis virtuſque in lngud 
1 fita eft*. Our hearts glowed with gratitude for the impor- 
tant ſervices he had done againſt the common enemy, and 
the voice of the nation hailed him our deliverer ; but pri- 
vate ambition was all the while ſkulking behind the ſhield 
of the patriot, and at length in an evil hour made him 
quit the ſcene of all his glory, the only place in which he 
could be truly uſeful, for a retreat, where he knew it was 
impoſſible the confidence of the people could follow, but 
where he might in inglorious eaſe bear his BLUsHING Bo- 
nours thick upon him. | 1 
I might, now, my Lord, expoſtulate with your Grace on 
a verbal meſſage, and of ſuch a nature, in anſwer to a letter 


couched in the moſt decent and reſpectful terms, coming too 


i from a late member of the legiſlature. I might regret, that 
proffers of friendſhip, and real ſervice, could mean no more 
than two or three words of cold advice, that I ſhould apply 
to another. I might be tempted to think it a duty of office 
in the firſt Lord of the Treaſury to have ſubmitted to his 
Majeſty a petition relative to the exerciſe of the nobleſt act 

S of regal power, which any conſtitution can give any So- 

vereign. Surely, my Lord, my application to the firſt 

Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, who is always conſidered 

as the firſt Miniſter in England, was the very proper appli- 

cation. As I had made no diſcovery of any new wonderful 
pill or drop, nor pretended to the ſecret of curing the gout 
or the tooth-ach, I never thought of ſoliciting Lord Chat- 


ham for a privy ſeal. His Lordſhip s office was neither im- 
eee 


heumum — IP IEP 
Thus tranſlated: he is all talk, and only talk. 
— LAY bm—$—S000———— 4 ,. 
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portant, nor reſponſible. I will not however enlarge on 
this, but I ſhall deſire your Grace's permiſſion fully to ſtate 
i, what has happened to me as a private gentleman relative to 
Lord Chatham, becauſe I would not leave a doubt concern- 
ing the propriety of my conduct, in a mind naturally fo 
candid, and ſo capable of Judging truly, as that of the 
Duke of Grafton. 

I believe that the finwy! heart of Lord Chatham has 
known the ſweets of private friendſhip, and the fine feel- 
ings of humanity, as little as even Lord Mansfield. They 
are both formed to be admired, not beloved. A proud, 
inſolent, overbearing, ambitious man is always full of the 
ideas of his own importance, and vainly imagines himſelf 
ſuperior to the equality neceſſary among real friends, in all 


f 
* 


4 the moments of true enjoyment. Friendſhip is too pure a 
pleaſure for a mind cankered with ambition, or the luſt of 
power and grandeur. Lord Chatham declared in parlia- 
ment the ſtrongeſt attachment to Lord Temple, one of the 


; greateſt characters our country could boaſt, and faid “ he 
would live and die with his noble brother.“ — He has re- 
ceived obligations of the firſt magnitude from that noble 
brother, yet what trace of gratitude or of friendſhip was 
ever found in any part of his conduct? And has he not 

[ now declared the moſt open variance,. and even hoſtility ? 
I have had as warm and expreſs declarations” of regard as 
could be made by this marble-hearted friend, and Mr. Pitt 
had no doubt his views in even feeding me with flattery 
from time to time; on occaſions too where candour and 
indulgence were all I could claim. He may reinember the 
compliments he paid me on two certain poems, in the year 
1754. If I were to take the declarations. made by himſelf 

8 and the late Mr. Potter à la lettre, they were more charmed 

with thoſe verſes after the ninety-ninth reading than after 

the firſt; ſo that from this circumſtance, as wen as a few 
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of his 7 19 in tips. it ſeems to be likewiſe true 
of the firſt orator, or rather the firſt comedian of our age, 

— ** non diſplicuiſſe illi jocos, ſed non contigiſſe *. 

11 will now ſubmit to your Grace, if there was not CO 
thing peculiarly baſe and perfidious in Mr. P—'s calling me 
a BLASPHEMER OF MY GOD for thoſe very verſes, at 
a time I was abſent, and dangerouſly ill from an affair of 
honour. The charge too he knew was falſe, for the whole 
ridicule of thoſe two pieces was confined to certain myſte- 
ries, which formerly the unplaced and unpenſioned Mr. P—t 
did not think himſelf obliged even to affect to believe. He 
added another. charge equally unjuſt, that I was THE 
LIBELLER OF MY KING, though he was ſenſible that 
I never wrote a ſingle line diſreſpectful to the ſacred perſon of 
my Sovereign, but had only attacked the deſpotiſm of his 
miniſters, with the ſpirit becoming a good ſubject, and zea- 
lous friend of his country. The reaſon of this perfidy was 
plain. He was then beginning to pay homage to the Scottiſh 
idol, and I was the moſt acceptable ſacrifice he could offer 
at the ſhrine of. BUTE. Hiſtory ſcarcely gives ſo remark- 
able a change. He was a few years ago the mad, ſeditious 
Tribune of the People, inſulting his Sovereign even in his 
capital city ; now he is the abje&, crouching deputy of 
the proud Scot, who he declared in parliament, . wanted 
, wiſdom, and held principles incompatible with freedom.“ 
A moſt ridiculous character ſurely for a Stateſman, and the 
ſybje of a free kingdom, but the very proper compoſition 
for a Favourite. Was it poſſible for me after this to write a 
ſupplant letter to Lord Chatham? I am the firſt to pronounce 
myſelf moſt unworthy of a pardon, if I could have obtained 
it on thoſe terms. 


—_ 
————— — — 


Thus Wand: he loved a = but was himſelf a dull fellow. 
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Although I declare, my Lord, that the conſcious pride 
of virtue makes me look down with contempt on a man, 
who could be guilty of this baſeneſs, who could in the 
lobby declare that I muſt be ſupported, and in the houſe 
on the ſame day deſert and revile me, yet I will on every 
occaſion do juſtice to the Miniſter. He has ſerved the 
public in all thoſe points, where the good of the nation 
coincided with his own private views; and in no other. 1 
venerate the memory of the Secretary, and I think it an 
honour to myſelf that I ſteadily ſupported in parliament an 
adminiſtration, the moſt ſucceſsful we ever had, and which 
carried the glory of the nation to the higheſt pitch in eyery 
part of the world. He found his country almoſt in deſpair. 
He raiſed the noble ſpirit of England, and ſtrained every 
nerve againſt our enemies. His plans, when in power, 
were always great, though in direct oppoſition to the de- 
clarations of his whole life, when out of power. The 
invincible bravery of the Britiſh troops gave ſucceſs even to 
the moſt raſh, the moſt extravagant, the moſt deſperate of 
his projects. He ſaw early the hoſtile intentions of Spain, 
and if the written advice had been followed, a very. few 
weeks had then probably cloſed the laſt general war; al- 
though the merit of that advice was more the merit of 
his noble brother, than his own. After the omnipotence 
of Lord Bute, in 1761 had forced Mr. Pitt to retire from 
his Majeſty's councils, and the cauſe. was declared by him- 
ſelf to be our conduct relative to Spain, I had the happi- 
neſs of ſetting that affair in ſo clear and advantageous a 


light, that he expreſſed the moſt entire ſatisfaction, and } 


particular obligations to-my friendſhip. I do not, however, 
make this a claim of merit to Mr. Pitt. It was my 
duty, from the peculiar advantage of information I then 
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* ceaſe to propagate. 
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The conſtitution of our country has no obligations to 
him. He has left it with all its beauties, and all its 
blemiſhes. He never once appeared in earneſt about any 
eee of liberty. He was the cauſe that in 1764 no 
point was gained for the public in the two great queſ- 
tions of GENERAL WARRANTS, and the SEIZURE 
OF PAPERS. The curſed remains of the court of Star- 
chamber, the enormous power of the Attorney-General, 
the ſole great judicial officer of the crown, who is durante 
bene placito*, and not upon oath, who tramples on Grand 
Furies, and breaks down the firſt, the foremoſt barriers 
of liberty, continued during his adminiſtration the _ 
as before. Every grievance, which was not rooted out 
by the glorious revolution, and the latter ſtruggles of 
our patriots, till ſubſiſts in full force, notwithſtanding the 
abſolute power he exerciſed for ſeveral years over every 
department of the ſtate. But I have done with Lord 
C———n. TI leave him to the poor conſolation of a place, 
a penſion, and a peerage, for which he has ſold the con- 
fidence of a great nation. Pity ſhall find and weep over 

I am now, my Lord, once more driven from the Romans 
to the gay, the polite Athenians ;' but I ſhall endeavour to 
convince your Grace that I am not totally loſt to my coun- 
try nor to myſelf, in this ſcene of elegant diſſipation, and 
that I do not waſte the time in unavailing complaints of my 
hard fate, and the ingratitude of thoſe I have ſerved with 
ſucceſs, for I ſhall very ſoon beg to call the public atten- 
tion to ſome points of national importance, and in the mean 
time I ſhall embrace this opportunity of doing myſelf juſ- 

tice againſt the calumnies which a reſtleſs faction does not 
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me, which he muſt execute immediately, and that I muſt 


but if he would come quietly to my houſe, I would con- 


either of the Secretaries, on Lord Bute, or Lord Corke, 
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The affair of the GENERAL WARRANT and the 
HABEAS CORPUS, is told very unfaithfully, and almoſt 
every particular relative to my being made a priſoner, and 
ſent to the Tower on the zoth of April, 1763, has been in- 
juriouſly miſrepreſented in ſeveral late publications. I ſhall 
therefore ſtate the tranſactions of that memorable day, and 
I may appeal to the minutes taken at the time for the ac- 
curacy of this relation. 

On my return from the city early in the morning, I met 
at the end of Great George-ſtreet one of the King's meſſen- 
gers. He told me that he had a wARRANT to apprehend 


attend him to Lord Halifax's. I deſired to ſee the waR- 
RANT. He ſaid it was againſt the authors, printers, and 
publiſhers of the NORTH BRITON, No. XLV. and that 
his verbal orders were to arreſt Mr. WILEES. I told him 
the wARRANT did not reſpect me: I adviſed him to be 
very civil, and to uſe no violence in the ſtreet, for if he at- 
tempted force, I would put him to -death in the inſtant ; 


vince him of the illegality of the wARRAN T, and the in- 
juſtice of the orders he had received. He choſe to accom- 
pany me home, and then produced the GENERAL WAR“ 
RANT. I declared that ſuch a wARRANT was abſolutely 
illegal and void in itſelf, that it was a ridiculous wARRANT 
againſt the whole Engliſh nation, and I aſked why he would 


ſerve it on me, rather than on the Lord Chancellor, on 


my next door neighbour. The anſwer was, — I am to 
arreſt Mr. Wilkes.”— About an hour afterwards two other 
meſſengers arrived, and ſeveral of their aſſiſtants. They all 
endeayoured in vain to perſuade me to accompany them to 
Lord Halifax's. I had likewiſe many civil meſſages from 
his Lordſhip to defire my attendance. My only anſwer: 

Oo | was, 
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was, that I had not the honour of viſiting his Lordſhip, 
and this firſt application was rather rude and ungentleman- 
like. | | | 
While ſome of the meſſengers and their aſſiſtants were 
with me, Mr. Churchill came into the room. I had heard 


that their vERBAL orders were likewiſe to apprehend him, 


but I ſuſpected they did not know his perſon, and by pre- 
ſence of mind I had the happineſs of ſaving my friend. As 
ſoon as Mr. Churchill entered the room, I accoſted him, — 
« Good morrow, Mr. Thomſon. How does Mrs. Thom- 
** ſon to-day? Daes ſhe dine in the country? — Mr. 
Churchill thanked me, faid ſhe then waited for him, that 
he only came for a moment to aſk how I did, and almoſt 
directly took his leave. He went home immediately, ſe- 
cured all his papers, and retired into the country. The 


meſſengers could never get intelligence where he was. The 


following week he came to town, and was preſent both the 
days of hearing at the court of Common Pleas. 


bd $4 + 2 


Halifax and me. The buſineſs of the meſſengers being 


ſoon publicly known, ſeveral of my friends came to me on 
ſo extraordinary an event. I deſired two or three of them 
to go to the court of Common Pleas, to make affidavit of 
my being made a priſoner in my own houſe under an illegal 
WARRANT, and to demand the HaBzAas Coxrus. The 
| Chief Juſtice gave orders that it ſhould iſſue immediately. 

A conſtable came afterwards with ſeveral aſſiſtants to the 
meſſengers. I repeatedly inſiſted on their all leaving me, 
and declared I would not ſuffer any one of them to continue 
in the room againſt my conſent, for I knew and would ſup- 
port the rights of an Engliſhman in the ſanctuary of his 
own houſe. I was then threatened: with immediate vio- 
lence, and; a, regiment of the Guards, if neceſſary. I ſoon. 


found. all reſiſtance would he vain. The conſtable demanded 


my 


O 
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my ſword, and inſiſted on my immediately attending the 


meſſengers to Lord Halifax s. I replied, that if they were 5 


2 

. 

: . 
on 


not aſſaſſins, they ſhould firſt give me their names in writ- 
ing. They complied with this, and thirteen ſet their hands 
to the paper. I then got into my own chair, and proceeded 
to Lord Halifax's, guarded by the meſſengers and their 
aſſiſtants. 

I was conducted into a great apartment fronting the 
park, where Lord Halifax and Lord Egremont, the two 
Secretaries of State, were fitting at a table covered with 
paper, pens, and ink. The Under-Secretaries ſtood near 
their Lordſhips. Mr. Lovel Stanhope, the Law Clerk, and 
Mr. Philip Carteret Webb, the Solicitor of the Treaſury, 
were the only perſons beſides who attended. Lord Egre- 
mont received me with a ſupercilious inſolent air; Lord 
Halifax with great politeneſs. I was deſired to take the 
chair near their Lordfhips, which I did. Lord Halifax 
then began, — © that he was really concerned that he had 
e been neceſſitated to proceed in that manner againſt me; 
te that it was exceedingly to be regretted that a gentleman 
* of my rank and abilities could engage againſt his King, 
and his Majefty's government.” 

F rephed, — © that his Lordſhip could not be more miſ- 
<« taken, for the King had not a ſubje& more zealouſly 
c attached to his perſon and government than myſelf ; that 
<« F had all my life been a warm friend of the Houſe of 
« Brunſwic, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion; that while I 
made the trueſt profeſſions of duty to the King, I was 
e equally free to declare in the fame moment, that I be- 
« lieved no Prince had ever the misfortune of being ſerved 
« by ſuch ignorant, inſolent, and deſpotic miniſters, of | 
« which my being there was a freſh' glaring proof, for T +3 
% was brought before their Lordſhips by force, under a 
« GENERAL WARRATT, which named nobody, in 


& violation 


| 
f 
| 


« yiolation of the laws of my country, and of the privi- 


* leges of parliament ; that I begged both their Lordſhips 


to remember my preſent declaration, that on the very firſt 
* day of the enſuing ſeſſion of parliament, I would ſtand 
% up in my place and impeach them for the outrage they 


had committed in my perſon againſt the liberties of the 


people. — Lord Halifax anſwered, — © that nothing 
* had been done but by the advice of the beſt lawyers, 
« and that it was now his duty to examine me.” 

He had in his hand a wag liſt of n regularly 


numbered. He began, 


Queſt. I. Mr. Wilkes, do you know Mr. Kearſſy? 
Queſt. II. When did you ſee him? — &c. &c. 


I replied, — that I ſuſpected there was a vain-hope my 
c anſwer would tend rather to what his Lordſhip wiſhed to 
„ know; that he ſeemed to be loſt in a dark and intricate 
“path, and really wanted much light to guide him through 
it, but that I could aſſure his Lordſhip not a _ my 
ce ſhould come from me.” 

Lord Halifax returned to the charge, — — Mr. Wilkes, 
« do you know Mr.-Kearſly ? &c.” I faid, — © that this 
« was a curioſity on his Lordſhip's part, which however 


laudable in the Secretary, I did not find myſelf diſpoſed 
eto gratify, and that at the end of my examination all the 


* quires of paper on their Lordſhips table ſhould be as milk 


« white as at the beginning.” 


Lord Halifax then deſired to remind me, — of my be- 


ing their priſoner, and of their right to examine me.”— 


I anſwered, — © that I ſhould imagine their Lordſhips time 
* was too precious to be trifled away in that manner; that 
« they might have ſeen before I would never ſay one word 


e they defired to know; — and I added, — © indeed, my 
| « Lords, 
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« Lords, I am not made of ſuch ſlight, flimſy ſtuff; 
then turning to Lord Egremont, I faid, —©* Could you 
« employ tortures, I would never utter a word unbecoming 
« my honour, or affecting the ſacred confidence of any 
« friend. God has given me firmneſs and fidelity. You 
« trifle away your time moſt egregiouſly, my Lords.” 

Lord Halifax then adviſed me — “ to weigh well the 
ce conſequences of my conduct, and the advantages to my- 
« ſelf of a generous, frank confeſſion.” — I lamented the 
proſtitution of the word, GENEROUS, to what I ſhould 
conſider as an act of the utmoſt treachery, cowardice, and 
wickedneſs. 


His Lordſhip then aſked me, If I choſe to be a pri- 


« ſoner in my own houſe, at the Tower, or in Newgate, 


« for he was diſpoſed to oblige me.” — I gave his Lordſhip 


my thanks, but I deſired to remark,— * that I never re- 


* ceived an obligation but from a friend; that I demanded 
« juſtice, and my immediate liberty, as an Engliſhman, who 
had not offended the laws of his country; that as to the 
« reſt it was beneath my attention, the odious idea of re- 
*« ſtraint was the ſame idea every where; that I would go 
„here I pleaſed, and if I was reſtrained by a ſuperior 


« force, I muſt yield to the violence, but would never give 


colour to it by a ſhameful compromiſe ; that every 


* thing was indifferent to me in compariſon of my honour 
and liberty; that I made my appeal to the laws, and had 
« already by my friends applied to the Court of Common 
*« Pleas for the Habeas Corpus, which the Chief Juſtice 
had actually ordered to be iſſued, and that I hoped to owe 
% my diſcharge ſolely to my innocence, and to the vigour 
* of the law in a free country.” 

Lord Halifax then told me, — © that I ſhould be ſent to 


„ the Tower, where I ſhould be treated in a manner ſuit- 


able to my rank; and that he hoped the meſſengers had 
PF p | s hehaved 
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| pictures which were in the room, and his Lordihip left me 
| 

A 


150 | 
Ra tron cnc 955 — N-. 
<« behaved well to me.” I acknowledged they had behaved 
with humanity, and even civility to me, notwithſtanding 
the ruffian orders given them by his Lordſhip's colleague. 
I then turned again to Lord Egremont, and faid, — © Your 
« Lordſhip's verbal orders were to drag me out of iay bed 
at midnight. The firſt man, who had entered my bed- 
chamber by force, I ſhould have laid dead on the ſpot. 
% Probably I ſhould have fallen in the ſkirmiſh with the 
* others. I thank God, not your Lordſhip, that ſuch a 
„ ſcene of blood has been avoided. Your Lordſhip is very 
« ready to iſſue orders, which you have neither the courage 
ce to ſign, nor I believe to juſtify.” 1 
No reply was made to this. The converſation drop- 
ped. Lord Halifax retired into another apartment. Lord - 
Egremont continued ſullen and ſilent about a quarter of 
an hour. I then made a few remarks on ſome capital 


alone. 
I was afterwards conducted into RN apartment. I 


found there ſeveral of my friends, in argument with the 
moſt infamous of all the tools of that adminiſtration, Mr. 
P p C t W——b. He confirmed to me, that I 
was to be carried to the Tower, and wiſhed to know if I 
had any FAvouRs to aſk. I replied, — © that I was uſed 
* to confer, not to receive FAVOURS; that I was ſuperior | 
« to the receiving any even from his MASTERs ; that all I 
« would ſay to him was, if my Valet de Chambre was al- 
&« lowed to attend me in the Tower, I ſhould be ſhaven and 
* have a clean ſhirt ; if he was not, I ſhould have a long 
* beard and dirty linen.” — Mr. W——b aid, that orders 
would be given for his admiſſion at the Tower. 
I complained of the ſhameful evaſion of the Habeas 
Corpus, in ſending me to the Tower, though the orders 


of the Chief Juſtice Pratt were known. Mr. W——b made 
no 
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no reply to this. He came to viſit me at the Tower in the 
beginning of my impriſonment, when I had not the per- 
miſſion to ſee any friend. I deſired him almoſt at his firſt 
entrance to take his leave, for if I was not allowed to fee 
thoſe I loved, I would not ſee thoſe I deſpiſed. 

While I continued in the Tower, I was preſſed to offer 
bail in order to regain my liberty, and two of the firſt no- 
bility deſired to be my ſecurities in the ſum of one hundred 
thouſand pounds each. I was exceedingly grateful for the 
offer, but would not accept it. I obſerved, that neither my 

health nor my ſpirits were affected; that I would by great 
temperance and abſtinence endeavour to compentate the 
want of air and exerciſe; but if my health ſuffered in a 
dangerous way, I would then accept ſuch generous offers, 
for I hoped to live that ſo noble a cauſe might be brought 


to a glorious iflue for the liberties of my country. From 


e 


the beginning of this arduous buſineſs, I would not, on any 
occaſion, give bail, by which I never involved any friend, 


and remained the perfect maſter of my own conduct. | 
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I ſhall now, my Lord, proceed to do myſelf juſtice 
againſt a calumny of S-r J-n C—ſt, a p-r({-n of the 
meaneſt natural parts, and infinitely beneath all regard, ex- 
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cept from the o—ce he bears, with the utmoſt diſcredit to 
himſelf, with equal diſgrace and inſufficiency to the public. 
1 find the Sp—k—r acquainted the H, that — upon 
«£ Tueſday laſt he received a letter by the General Poſt from 
« Mr. Wilkes, dated Paris, the 11th inſtant *, incloſing a 
paper in the French Language, purporting to be a Certifi- 
e cate of one of the French King's phyſicians, and of a 
« ſurgeon of the ſaid King's army, relating to the ſtate of 
« Mr. Wilkes' $ F Health, ſubſcribed with two names, but 


© not. 


*. 


3 4 8 8 — — — ff + 


* See this letter, and the certificate ſubjoined, in pages 118, 119, 120. 


5:5 HO 
1 — _— S 
«not authenticated before a N otary Public, nor the ſigna- 
* ture thereof verified in any manner whatſoever.” 
& The jpſinuation is too plain to be overlooked, too falſe 3 
to be forgiven. The ſignature thereof was verified by my 


ese 


Fd 


letter. It is certain that the certificate was in all the uſual 
forms; yet, though the affair was determined with reſpect 
to me, and I was expelled the Houſe of Commons on the 
fame day, without any time being allowed for other proof, 

a regard to truth, and my own honour, made me give the 
moſt compleat anſwer to this. I ſent a ſecond certificate 

in the form they had preſcribed themſelves, atteſted by two 
Notaries, and confirmed by the Engliſh Ambaſſador. I 
wrote likewiſe again to the Sp—k—r on the 5th of Feb- 
ruary following, but neither the ſecond letter, certificate, 

or atteſtation, is to be found in the J———Is. I have, 
however, my Lord, taken care that they ſhould be pub- 
liſhed ; for in a free government like our, I will endeavour 
through my life to emulate the ſpirit of antient Rome, : 
provoco ad populum *; and while the people do not con- | 


.demn me, I ſhall, perhaps in this, moſt certainly in every 
ſucceding age, riſe ſuperior to any party cabal, or court 
faction. This ſtep covered my enemies with confuſion, | 
but was of no farther ſervice to me. The party war againſt 


of © s, but 


me ceaſed of courſe in the H 


flamed with equal fury 1 in W r-H—]. | 


By the ſame J——ls, page 723, I find that I am guilty 


of WRITING and PUBLISHING the paper, intitled, The 
NORTH BRITON, No. XLV. and that ſeveral witneſſes | 
< 


were examined. There is not however in the Is a 
ſingle word of the evidence they gave, and it is well known 
that not one of them did, or could fay any thing relative to 


| the % 
| | "4 

— — — ——— — — 
* That is, I appeal to the people. 1 
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the AUTHORSHIP. The evidence of the PUBLICATION 
was exceeding flight, but the willingneſs of the J——es 
made ample amends for the deficiency of the witneſſes, who 
were not upon oath. The adminiſtration did not chuſe to riſk 
either of theſe charges againſt me even in the court of 


King's-Bench, and I was only tried for a RE-publication.. 


I will never bluſh at the imputation of being the Au HOR 
of that paper, becauſe I know that truth is reſpected in 
every line. One circumſtance will ſoon fully appear to the 
indignant public; I mean THE LARGE DEBT ON THE 
CIVIL LIST, contracted chiefly by the ſcandalous purchaſe 


of a p——lia——ry approbation of the late ignominious 


PEACE, the arbitrary EXCISE, and other ruinous mea- 
ſures of the Scottiſh miniſter. But I leave the affair of the 


CIVIL LIST to a future exact diſcuſſion. 


The laſt calumny, my Lord, which I ſhall ot, re- 
ſpecs the actions at law againſt Lord Halifax. It is ſaid 
that J have neglected, or purpoſely diſcontinued them, ſince 
my exile. The imputation is totally groundleſs. I was fo 
ill at Paris in the beginning of the year 1764, that it was 
impoſſible for me then to return to England alive; but I 
gave the moſt expreſs orders that the law proceedings ſhould 


be carried on with vigour, and in fact there was not a mo- 
ment's delay. When my wound began to heal in the 


ſpring, I was diſſuaded by all my friends from returning to 
a country, where the ſame adminiſtration, which had ille- 
gally ſeized my perſon, plundered my houſe, corrupted the 
fidelity of my ſervants, were ſtill in power. I yielded to 
theſe reaſons, becauſe propter eorum ſcelus, nihil mihi intra 
meos parietes tutum, nihil inſidiis vacuum viderem *. Lord 
Halifax for near two years availed himſclf of every advan- 


My: i: tage, 
. 4——2— — 4 — 2—— * 


* Thus traviſtated : On account of this crime I am not ſafe under my own 
roof; every place is an ambuſh. 
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tage, which privilege and the chicane of the law could fur- 
niſh. He never entered any appearance to a court of juſtice; 
and the Common Pleas had, as a as they could, * 


STRATION would not ſubmit to the law of the land, and 
had endeavoured to compel his Lordſhip to appear. To- 
wards the end of 1764 I was outlawed. The proceedings 
continued againſt his Lordſhip till that hour. He then ap- 


| peared, and his fingle plea was, that as an ouTLAw, I 


could not hold any action. No other defence was made 


againſt the heinous charge of having in my perſon violated | 
the rights of the people. | 

I felt this, my Lord, as the moſt cruel ſtroke which for- 
tune had given me. Juſtice had at length overtaken many 
of the inferior criminals, but my outlawry prevented my 
puniſhing the great, the capital offender, when after all his [ 
ſubterfuges, he was almoſt within my reach. I pleaſe my- Fi 
ſelf however with the reflection, that no miniſter has ſince ; 
dared to iſſue a GENERAL WARRANT, nor to ſign an 
order for the SEIZURE OF PAPERS. In the one, the 
perſonal liberty of every ſubje& is immediately concerned. 
On the other, may depend not only his own ſafety and pro- 
perty, but what will come ſtill more home to a man of ho- 
nour, the ſecurity, the happineſs of thoſe with whom he is 
moſt intimately connected, their fortunes, their future 

* 


| views, perhaps ſecrets, the diſcovery of which would drive 
95 
7 


the coldeſt ſtoic to deſpair, their very exiſtence poſſibly, all 
that is dear and ſacred in friendſhip and in love. I was the 
LAST oppreſſed, but I was the FiRsT man who had the 
courage to carry through a juſt reſiſtance to theſe acts of 
deſpotiſm. Now the opinions of our ſovereign courts of 
juſtice are known and eſtabliſhed. I rejoice that ſeveral + 
others, who ſuffered before me, have ſince made their ap- ; 
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of miniſterial oppreſſion is at length broken, and that I am 
the laſt victim of violence and cruelty.” I ſhall not then re- 
gret all the ſacrifices I have made, and my mind ſhall feaſt 
itſelf with-the recollection in the unjuſt exile I am doomed 
to ſuffer from my friends and my native land. 

I will now, my Lord, only add, however unfaſhionable 
ſuch a declaration may be, that confiſtency ſhall never de- 
part from my character; that to the laſt moment I will 
preſerve the ſame fixed and unconquerable hatred to the 

enemies of freedom and the conſtitution of our happy 
iſland, the ſame warm attachment to the friends and the 
cauſe of liberty, that I keep a ſteady and a longing eye on 
England, that my endeavours for the good and ſervice of 
my country, by every method left me, ſhall have a period 
only with my life, and that although I do not mean to lay 
any future claim to your Grace's favour, I will take care to 
ſecure your eſteem. 

I am, my LORD, 
Your Grace's moſt obedient, 
Paris, And very humble ſervant, 

Dec. 12, 1766. JOHN WILKES. 


RATTIAS tibi, DEUS optume, maxume, cujus nutu 
& imperio nata eſt & aucta Res ANGLICANA, lubens 
lætuſque ago, LIBERTATE PUBLICA in hanc diem & ho- 
ram, per manus, quod voluiſti, meas, ſervata, eandem & 
in æternum ſerva, fove, protege propitiate, ſupplex oro* ! 
| | On 
— 7 — —ę— 
* Thus tranſlated : Moſt great and gracious GOD ! by whoſe goodneſs 
and power England has riſen to its preſent proſperity, I render thee joyful 
thanks ; and as thou haſt been graciouſly pleaſed to make me the inſtrument 


of the public liberty being preſerved to this day; I humbly entreat that thou 
wilt ſupport, proſper, cheriſh, and preſerve that liberty while ſun and moon 


endure, 
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On the return of Mr. Wilkes from Paris, in the beginning 
of the year 1768, there appeared in the public news- 
papers of the 11th of March, the following advertiſe- 


ment : 


To the Worthy Liverymen of the City of 1 


Sichen, and Fellow Citizens, | 

N deference to the opinion of ſome very reſpectable 
friends, I preſume to offer myſelf a candidate for my 
native city of LONDON, at the enſuing general election. 


+ The approbation you have been pleaſed on ſeveral occaſions 


to expreſs of my conduct, induces me to hope that the ad- 
dreſs I have now the honour of making to you will not be 


unfavourably received. 
The chief merit of you, Gentlemen, I know to be a ſa- 


- cred love of liberty, and of thoſe generous principles, which 


at firſt gave, and have ſince ſecured this nation, the Great 
Charter of Freedom. I will yield to none of my country- 
men in this noble zeal, which has always characteriſed 
Engliſhmen. I may appeal to my whole conduct, both in 
and out of parliament, for the demonſtration that ſuch prin- 


Ciples are deeply rooted in my heart, and that I have ſteadily | 


| purſued the intereſts of my country, without regard to the 
powerful enemies I created, or the manifeſt dangers in which 


I muſt thence neceſſarily be involved, and that I have ful- 


filled the duties of a good ſubject. 

The two important queſtions of public Liberty, reſpecting 
General Warrants and Seizure of Papers, may perhaps place 
me among thoſe who have deſerved well of mankind, by 
an undaunted firmneſs, perſeverance, and probity : : theſe 
are the virtues which your anceſtors never failed to exert in 
the ſame national cauſe of CN and the world will ſee 
renewed 
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N renewed in their deſcendants on every great call of freedom 
5 and our country. 1 | 

| 5 The nature and dignity of the truſt, gentlemen, which 1 
now ſolicit, ſtrike me very forcibly. I feel the warmeſt 
zeal for your intereſts, and affection for your ſervice. I am 
conſcious how unequal my abilities are; yet fidelity and 
integrity ſhall in ſome meaſure compenſate that deficiency, 

and I will endeavour through life, to merit the continuance 

of your approbation, the moſt precious reward to which I 
aſpire. If I am honoured with ſo near a relation to you, it 
will be my ambition to dedicate myſelf to your ſervice, and 

to diſcharge with ſpirit and aiſiduity, the various and im- 
portant duties of the diſtinguiſhed ſtation in which I may 
be placed, by the favour of you, Gentlemen, the Livery of 
LONDON. | | 

I am, with the utmoſt reſpec, 
GENTLEME N, 5 
8 8 Your molt faithful and obedient 
London, Humble ſervant, | 

March 10, 1768. JOHN WILKES. 


The following addreſs of thanks, dated March 18, was, 
by the ſame means, directed 


8 


To the Worthy Liverymen of the City of London. 


GENTLEMEN, 
IVE me leave to thank you for thoſe generous marks 
of your regard which I have this day received, by 
your free and uninfluenced appearance. I am ſatisfied that 
& in this great cauſe of Liberty I ſhall, by your generous 
aſſiſtance, riſe ſuperior to every act of oppreſſion and malice. 
I ſhall not fail every day till the cloſe of the poll, to have 
| | R r the 


LA} 


We Cm — —— — — — —— — — —— 


the honour of paying you my PROT reſpects on the 
* at Guildhall. 
I am, GENTLEMEN, 
With ſincerity and i 
Your affectionate and obedient 
Humble ſervant, ' 
1 O H N WI L 8 ES. 


On the 2 iſ of March appeared the following e =| 


To we be Worthy n of the City of London. 


Gentlemen and Brother Citizens! 

CANNOT ſufficiently acknowledge and applaud the 

ſteadineſs and zeal you have ſhewn from the a 
of this election to the preſent time. An exertion of the 
ſame ſpirit during the three following days of the poll, can- 
not fail to give ſucceſs to your own nomination, and to 
crown the wiſhes of all thoſe who are the real friends of 
Liberty, and a man who now ſuffers in the beſt of cauſes, 
every mean ſpecies of perſecution which baſeneſs and re- 


venge can ſuggeſt. Your early attendance on the enſuing 
days of the poll will be of the greateſt ſervice. 
Iam, GENTLEMEN, 
With the utmoſt deference and regard, 
Your much obliged and faithful. 


Humble ſervant, 


JOHN WILKES. & 
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State of the Poll abi Cloſe of this City Eleation, 
3 March 23, 11 | 


Thomas pee; Ed. — Fed 3729 
ir Robert Ladbake — 3678 4 
William Beckford, Eſq.— 1402 

Barlow Trecothick. || — | — 

Sir Richard Glyn? — 2823 

Mr. Paterſon <td n £0 N 

John Wilkes, Eſq. G1 
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Mr. WILKES's Speech to the LIVERY: 


- p "RY 


= - Gentlemen and Fellow Citizens 
3 HE Poll being now finiſhed, I return my ſincereſt 
| thanks to thoſe diſintereſted and independant friends 
who have ſo generouſly and ſteadily ſtood forth in my fa- 
vour. The want of ſucceſs, out. of your power to com- 
mand, has not in the leaſt abated my zeal for your ſervice. 
Vou cannot be unacquainted with the various circumſtances 
which has contributed to it. My friends were of opinion. 
that I ſhould wait the diſſolution of the laſt venal H—e. 
of C 8. while the other. candidates had been for many 
months ſolliciting your intereſt, . Miniſterial influence, 
aſſiſted by private malice, has been exerted in the moſt ar- 
bitrary and unconſtitutional manner, and by means of the 
baſeſt chicanery and oppreſſion, 

But, though diſappointed, I am not the leaſt ie 
On the contrary, I reflect with pride and gratitude on the 
many inſtances of regard and affection 1 have received from 
the LIVERY OF LONDON. 


3, 


I beg leave to make my beſt acknowledgements to the 


Sheriffs, who have ſhewn the utmoſt candour and impar- 
tiality during the election, accompanied with a dignity of 


X 
character becoming their ſtation in this great metropolis. g 


- 
% 


— 


; 
; 
8 


And now, Gentlemen, permit me to addreſs you as 
friends to Liberty, and FREEHOLDERS OF THE 
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, declaring my intention of 
appearing as a candidate to repreſent you in parliament ; 


and ſtill hoping, by your means, to have the honour of be- 


ing uſeful to you in the Britiſh-Senate. | 
I recommend it to you, in the ſtrongeſt manner, to exert 
yourſelves to preſerve the peace and quiet of this great city. 


[In the papers of the ſame day the following advertiſement 


was inſerted : ] 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of 
the County of Middleſex, 


GENTLEMEN, Ts | | ; | i 
AVING ever gloriouſly diſtinguiſhed yourſelves as | 5 


Engliſhmen, by preventing the encroachments of 
arbitrary power, deſpiſing miniſterial influence, and main- 
taining the rights and privileges of free- born ſubjects in a 

land of liberty, I beg leave to offer myſelf a candidate to re- 
preſent you in the enſuing parliament, and to give you the 


ſtrongeſt aſſurances that I ſhall, on this and every other oc- 

caſion, exert that inflexible ſteadineſs and undaunted per- 

ſeverance, in the beſt of cauſes, which I truſt have hitherto 

recommended my conduct, and will ever conſtitute the moſt 
eſſential part of my character. 

Iam, GENTLEMEN, 
With the trueſt eſteem and regard, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, | 
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JOHN WILKES. 
| Mr. 
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Mr. Wilkes went privately to Brentford on che Sunday, 
and on Monday at eight o'clock appeared at the booth in 


; 


1 Brentford Butts. The Sheriffs made their appearance at 7 
A nine; but Sir William Beauchamp Procter and Mr. Cook, 


the two other candidates, did not arrive before one. The 
freeholders were frequently impatient, calling out for the 
poll: Mr. Wilkes as often addreſſed himſelf to the public, 
requeſting their patience until the appearance of all the can- 
didates. After holding up hands, the books were opened 
at half paſt one, from which time the books were fully 
employed till near five o'clock, when the freeholders flack- 
ened; and at half an hour after five, no freeholders offering 
to poll, it was propoſed by the Sheriffs to cloſe the books 
at fix o'clock, and open them next day at nine, and to 
finally cloſe at two. At the ſame time the Sheriffs ſent to 
Mr. Cook at a houſe contiguous for his concurrence : no 
aniwer being received, four other meſſengers were ſent one 
after another, without any anſwer, until paſt ſeven o'clock, 
when the Sheriffs were informed that Mr. Cook was gone 
for London. The Sheriffs then went round to every book, 
and finding no perſons polling, made a proclamation at each 
corner of the booth for freeholders to come and poll, or 
that the books would be finally cloſed. After waiting ſome 
time, and three ſeveral proclamations being made, without 
any freeholders appearing to poll, the books were ſealed 
up, when the Sheriffs adjourned until. Tueſday morning 
nine o'clock to caſt up the books and make their return, 
when the numbers were for 


John Wilkes, Eſq. — — 1292 
Mr. Cook, "Frome — E a 
Sir William Beauchamp Proctor — 807 
{ When the two former were declared duly elected. 2 
8 ſ — On 
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"= Mr. Wilkes, after having addreſſed the freeholders in a 
& ſpeech ſuitable to the occaſion, inſerted the following ad- 
| dreſs of thanks in the papers of the next day. 


Xe ARS 


%. 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and pars of 
| the County of Middleſex. 


GENT LEME N, 

OST gratefully ſenſible of thoſe generous and patri- 

otic principles which have induced you to ele& me 
your repreſentative in parliament, I entreat you to accept 
of my beſt endeavours to expreſs the joy which inſpires me 
on ſo intereſting, ſo affecting an occaſion. The perſonal 
regard you have ſhewn me, indeed, confers on me an ob- 
ligation, the due ſenſe of which I too cordially feel to find 
words to deſcribe. I cannot, however, forbear congratu- 
lating you, as the moſt diſtinguiſhed of Engliſhmen, on 
the honourable proof you have given, that the genuine 
ſpirit of independency, the true love of our country, for 


which the county of Middleſex has for ages been fo emi- 


[ 

| nently conſpicuous, ſtill glow in your breaſts with unre- 
mitting ardour, ſtill ſhine forth with undiminiſhed luſtre. 

1 Let the ſons of venality bow the knee to the idol of ſordid 
intereſt. Let them facrifice every virtue at the ſhrine of 

| corruption. Let them call their yvs!LAniMITY pru- 
dence, while they ignominiouſly kiſs the rod of power, 
and tamely ſtoop to the yoke, which artful miniſters in- 
fidiouſly prepare, and arbitrarily impoſe. You, Gentlemen, 
have ſhewn, that you are neither to be deceived nor enſlaved. 

In proving yourſelves enemies to miniſterial perſecution, 

8 the eyes of the whole kingdom, of the whole world, are 

upon you, as the firſt and —— defenders of public liberty. | 

3 Happy 
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N. . — * 
Happy ſhall I think myſelf, if, fired by your example, the 
efforts of my warmeſt zeal may be deemed an adequate re- 


turn for the favours you have beſtowed on me; but how- 


ever inefficient my abilities, my will to ſerve you is un- 
bounded as it is unalterable. Engaged as I have long been 
in the glorious cauſe of freedom, I beg you to conſider my 
paſt conduct as an earneſt of the future, and to look on me 
as a man, whoſe primary views will ever regard the rights 
and privileges of his fellow countrymen in general, and 
whoſe ſecondary views ſhall be attentively fixed on the dig- 
nity, advantage and proſperity of the county of Middleſex, 
Let me therefore deſire of you, gentlemen, to favour me 
from time to time with ſuch inſtructions as may beſt enable 
me to accompliſh thoſe ends; reſting aſſured of always 
finding me devoted to your ſervice, and that the happieſt 
moments of my life will be thoſe in which I am employed 
in maintaining the civil and religious rights of Engliſhmen, 
and in promoting the intereſts of my conſtituents. 
Iam, GENTLEMEN, 
With the trueſt eſteem and regard, 
Your much-obliged and faithful 
Tueſday, Humble ſervant, 
March 29, 1768. JOHN WILKES. 


The number of people aſſembled together at Brentford on 
this occaſion was very great; but the whole was conducted 
with the greateſt decorum and good order, no violence be- 


ing offered to any party; owing, it is imagined, from the 
prudent conduct of Mr. Wilkes; who beſides frequently 
advertiſing, diftributed upwards of forty thouſand hand 
bills amongſt the people, earneſtly deſiring his friends 
that all poſſible meaſures might be uſed to preſerve peace 
* and good order through the whole of the election for the 
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te county of Middleſex, to convince the world that liberty 2 
« was not joined with licentiouſneſs.” — Mr. Wilkes, after 0 


being elected, went immediately for Bath, in order to ſpend 5 


a few days there for the benefit of his health. | 

On Wedneſday, April 27, Mr. Wilkes's Attorney ac- 
quainted the Attorney-General that Mr. Wilkes was in 
cuſtody by a Writ of Capias Utlagatum, and prayed that the 
Writ of Error might be granted. But the Attorney-General 
not thinking that Gentleman's information ſufficient for 
him to grant it, the Under Sheriff waited on him in conſe- 
quence, and acquainted him that Mr. Wilkes was in cuſtody, 
and would appear in court by his Habeas ; whereupon the 
Attorney-General admitted the Writ of Error, and about 
three o'clock in the afternoon Mr. Wilkes was introduced 
in a legal manner into the court of King's-Bench, when % 
his council moved, as the Writ of Error was granted, that 
Mr. Wilkes might be admitted to bail. But the Attorney- 
General and the council for the crown oppoling it with 
many arguments, the court were of opinion, that neither 
he nor any perſon could be admitted to bail after convic- 
tion, and accordingly ordered Mr. Wilkes into cuſtody, 


and to be committed to the King's-Bench priſon for the 
| 
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preſent. Accordingly Mr. Wilkes was taken into cuſtody 
by the proper officers of the court. About ſeven o'clock 
the ſame evening the two officers, Mr. Horne, miniſter of 
New-Brentford, and Mr. Wilkes, went in a coach in order 
to go to the King's-Bench priſon, over Weſtminſter-Bridge. 
But before they had got half over, the mob which was 
waiting about Weſtminſter Hall, and the places adjacent, 
got information thereof, and overtook the coach, took off 
the horſes off the coach, turned it round, and drew it 
. with Mr. Wilkes, and the other company therein, through 
the public ſtreets, attended by a vaſt multitude of people, 
which, increaſed continually as he paſſed along. 
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In this public manner they proceeded through the Strand, 
Fleet- ſtreet, St. Paul's Church-yard, Cheapſide, and Corn- 
hill, where they ſtopped, and forced out the two officers. 
They then applied to Mr. Wilkes, deſiring to know of 
him where he choſe to be cared to? — Mr. Wilkes re- 
plied, . To the King's-Bench priſon, where the laws of 
«© my country have ſent me.”— This defire, however, they 
choſe not to comply with ; but continued to draw him in 
the aforeſaid manner till they arrived at the Three Tuns in 
Spitalfields, where they permitted him to enter, amidſt the 


repeated acclamations and huzzas of a triumphant people. 
From this place Mr. Wilkes departed late at night in diſ- 


guiſe, and ſurrendered himſelf to the Marſhal of the Kin g's- 
Bench . 


The following letter was ſent on F riday, April 29, directed 


To Mr. Reynolds, Attorney at Law, Lime: ſtreet. 


8 1 
HE Writs of Error in the caſe of my Outlawry, being 
now allowed, I deſire you to examine carefully into the 


Ate of the proceedings in the action I brought five years 


ago againſt Lord Halifax, for having dared to iſſue a 
GENERAL WARRANT. ' I think that action was ſuſ- 
pended ſolely by his Lordſhip's plea that I was an Outlaw. 
I hope to live to hear an Engliſh jury, by a formal verdict, 
condemn a Secretary of State, who violated the firſt right of 
this free nation, the' perſonal liberty of our countrymen, in 
the moſt outrageous and illegal manner. I therefore beg 
you to loſe no time in laying before my council, every 
thing proper for the proſecution of this public cauſe, which 
no conſideration ſhall make me decline, or delay. 


Tt | I thank 


. + Ate 
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I thank you, Sir, for the daily proofs you give me of 
activity and zeal in the courſe of this . bultnels, and 


deſire you to believe me ever 0 
Your much obliged and 7 
King's-Bench priſon, Very humble ſervant, F 
April 29. JOHN WILKES. 1 


AN ADDRESS 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of |. 
the County of . Middleſex. 4 


GENTLEMEN, 
N ſupport of the liberties of this country againſt the ar- 
bitrary rule of miniſters, I was before committed to the 


Tower, and am now ſentenced to this. priſon. Steadineſs 
with, I hope, ſtrength of mind, do not however leave me; 7 
for the ſame conſolation follows me here, the conſciouſ- + 
neſs of innocence, of having done my duty and exerted 
all my poor abilities, not unſucceſsfully, for this nation. 
I can ſubmit even to far greater ſufferings with chearful- 


neſs, becauſe I ſee that my countrymen reap the happy 
fruits of my labours and cruel perſecutions, by the re- 


peated deciſions of our ſovereign courts of juſtice in favour * 
of liberty. I therefore bear up with fortitude, and even 3 


glory that I am called to ſuffer in this cauſe, becauſe I 
continue to find the nobleſt reward, the applauſe of my 
native country, of this great, free, and ſpirited people. Bi 

I chiefly regret, gentlemen, that this confinement de- bl 
prives me of the honour of thanking you in perſon ac- vi 
cording to my promiſe, and at preſent takes from me in 


FAY 


a great degree the power of being uſeful to you. The 
will however to do every ſervice to my conſtituents re- 
mains 


1 


period, the firſt day I regain my liberty ſhall reſtore a 
life of zeal in the cauſe and intereſts of the county of 
Middleſex. Fl 

In this priſon, in any other, in every place, my ruling 
paſſion will be the love of England and our free con- 
ſtitution. To thoſe objects I will make every facrifice. 
Under all the oppreſſions, which miniſterial rage and re- 
venge can invent, my ſteady purpoſe is to concert with 
you, and other true friends of this country, the moſt 


probable means of rooting out the remains of arbitrary 


power, and ſtar-chamber inquiſition, and of improving 
as well as ſecuring the generous plans of freedom, which 
were the boaſt of our anceſtors, and I truſt will remain 
the nobleſt inheritance of our poſterity, the only genuine 
characteriſtic of Engliſhmen. 


I have the honour to be, 
With affection and regard, 


GENTLEMEN, 

| | Pour obliged and faithful 
King's-Bench priſon, Humble ſervant, | 
May 5, 1768. JOHN WILKES. 


The following inſcription on the lid of a filver box, in which 


is incloſed a coat and waiſtcoat button, is particularly 
deſired to be inſerted in this place, agreeable to the date 
ſpecified thereon. The Editor, willing to oblige fo cu- 
rious a friend of Mr. Wilkes, cannot but comply with 
this gentleman's requeſt, and hopes it will not be diſa- 
greeable to the encouragers of this work. | 


. Bw ment AG 
mains in its full force, and when my ſufferings have a F 


who was anſwered by Mr. Thurloe, and a reply made by 


thought proper to appoint a further hearing the sene 
of next term. 


— 4+ 
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Theſe two ſimple, yet invaluable * 
T7; 7 nN 8, a1 1 
Under Providence, ; 
are the Life f my beloved and honeſt F rend. 
ON WI LK E S, 
In a Duel fought with Mr. Martin, 
On the fixteenth of November, MDCCL XTIT. 
' Where true Courage and Humanity diſtinguiſhed him 
in a Manner ſcarcely known to former Ages. 


| This invincible Bravery, 7s. 
As well in the Field as in the glorious Aſſertion of the 
Liberty of his Fellow Subjects, 
Will deliver him down an unparallelled Example 
Of public Virtue to all future Generations. 
Done May 3, 1768. 


On Monday, May 7, came on at Weſtminſter-Hall, be- 
fore all the Judges of the court of King's-Bench, a hearing 
reſpecting the illegality of Mr. Wilkes's outlawry. The 
caſe was opened by Serjeant Glyn, 1 in favour of- Mr. Wilkes, 


Mr. Glyn ; on which the Judges were pleaſed to obſerve, 
that both the gentlemen had made uſe of very learned ar- 
guments, and quoted many precedents and caſes which 
had at various times altered their opinions ; and as they 
were deſirous of maturely conſidering the ſeveral arguments 
made uſe of by the two learned council, their Lordſhips 
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AN IMPARTIAL VIEW OF: THE 


— 


MAssACRE in St. George's-F ields. 


See the Frontiſ piece. ] 


N Sunday, May the 8th, a great number of people 

aſſembled together about the King's-bench priſon. 
They exclaimed much againſt the confinement of Mr. 
Wilkes, and ſome of the moſt daring of them threatened 
violence to the Marſhal and his houſe. Some of theſe 
expreſſions were made known to Mr. Wilkes ; when looking 
out of the window, he begged of them not to commit 
any outrage ; and told them, that if they were his friends, 
the beſt way to ſhew it would be to depart quietly to their 
own homes ; whereupon they remained tolerably peaceable, 
and a Captain's guard arriving ſoon after, they 1 e 
without committing any miſchief whatever. 


— —— — — 2 ———— — 


On Monday the gth the people were not ſo numerous. 


Their behaviour was leſs riotous and unlucky; but 


Os 


On Tueſday the 1oth, an incredible number aſſembled, 
in expectation, it was thought, of Mr. Wilkes going from 
WK. the 
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the priſon to the parliament houſe. About two o'clock in 


the afternoon they began to grow very uneaſy and diſatisfied; 
and the crowd continually increafing, an additional number 
of the guards was ſent for, who marched thither in all the 
parade of military pomp; and alſo a large party of horſe 
grenadiers. By this time ſome one of the mob had ſtuck 
up againſt the priſon wall the following lines: 


Let venal Judges, Miniſters combine, 
And here great Wilkes and Liberty confine; 
Vet in Engliſh hearts ſecure their fame is, 
In ſpite of crowded levees at St. James's ; 
Then while in priſon envy dooms their ſtay, 
Here grateful Britons daily homage pay. 
PHILO LIBERTATIS, No. XLV. 


Mr, Gillam, the Juſtice of Peace, who 0 gave b; 
aſſiſtance j in quelling the difturbances of the day, hea g 
of this paper's being ſtuck up, ſent orders immediately for 
its being taken down, and afterwards to be brought to him. 
This circumſtance much enraged the people, who demanded 
that he ſhould return it, and affix it on the wall as before. 
The univerſal cry was, — The paper, the paper! — But 
the Juſtice not complying with the requeſt, ſeveral ſtones 
were thrown both at him and the ſoldiers, The riot-a& 
was then brought forth and read; but to no effect. They 
ſtill inſiſted upon having the paper. The act was then re- 
peated a ſecond and a third time, and with as little ſucceſs. 
The Juſtice, in the mean time, received a violent blow on 
his head with a piece of a brick, which for ſome minutes 
ſtunned him, ſo that he fell to the ground. At this time 


it is ſuppoſed there were in the fields upwards of forty thou- 
fand perſons, who hearing of the guards and horſe grana- -* 
diers patroling up and down the common turapike-road, 


were 


a — 


* 
— 


\, 7 5 


| 


RF were led through curioſity, to obſerve the tranſactions he- 
E tween them and the mob. 

# „ Whilſt things were in this diſturbed ſituation, a young 
fellow in a red waiſtcoat was very active in throwing dirt, 
ſtones, &c. at the foot ſoldiers planted againſt the priſon 
wall, and was particularly marked out by the Captain who 
commanded them. Juſtice Gillam, after recovering from 
the blow which he received upon his head, gave orders for 
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| the ſoldiers to fire upon the people; and immediately their 
pieces were levelled at them and diſcharged ; while -the 


Captain, attended by two private men, ran from their ranks 
in purſuit of the young man before-mentioned : but unhap- 
pily loſing fight of him, and ſeeing another in much the 
ſame kind of dreſs (one Mr. William Allen) they made up 
towards him. The young man perceiving himſelf in ſome 
danger, made off as faſt as poflible towards his father's 
houſe, (which was about three hundred yards from the pri- 
ſon wall) and took ſhelter in a ſtable or cow-houſe thereunto 
adjoining. But the ſoldiers ſtill following him, he was 
there ſhot dead upon the ſpot. wy 
The perpetrators of this horrid ſcene 3 imme- 
diately to their former poſt; but the report of their villainy 
ſoon ſpreading about, they were obliged to ſeek ſhelter | 
within the walls. Here hawever they were not out of 
danger; for the event being ſoon made known, had they | 
not been taken from thence to a place of more ſafety, Kh 
would certainly have been killed. 1 

« By deſcription, the face of things in 1 
was like that of a town taken by a foreign e enemy, and N 
pecting military execution: the ſhops were all ſhut pp, the 
peaple aſſaulted; as they were entering their own houſes, 
driven about like ſhecp, and; made the port of ſuch inkar 
mous wretches as the common ſoldiers, who had the inſo- 
lence to preſent their pieces at thoſe WhO from their upger 


chambers 
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chambers looked out into the ſtreet. And yet it is very 
evident, that the townſmen and houſe-keepers of Blackman 
ſtreet were never in any riot, or had any more concern with 
the people in St. George's-fields, than the citizens and 
houſe-keepers in Cheapſide. As for the great road and 
Newington-cauſeway, it was ſo dangerous, that beſides the 
death of the people in and near the Haymarket, the balls 
penetrated the very ſhutters of the windows at a great diſ- 
tance from the place of action in the fields. Ought not pro- 
clamation to have been made for the people to have left their 
houſes, and notice given in the adjacent villages, to have pre- 
vented the inhabitants from coming abroad, 709 knew nothing 
4 the mi Jebief that WAas intended: Px 


7 following is is a liſt of ſome of the perſons killed and 
wounded in this melancholy affair. 


Mr. William Allen, ſhot to death in his father's cow-houſe. 
Mr. William Redburn, weaver, ſhot mn the thigh, 
died in the London hoſpital. | 
William Bridgeman, ſhot through the breaſt, as he was 
fitting on a hay cart in the Haymarket, died inſtantly. 


_ Jeffs, of St. Saviour's, who was ſelling ES by 
the Haymarket, died the ſame day. | 

Mr. Boddington, baker, of Coventry, ſhot through the 

| thigh bone, died in St. Thomas's hoſpital. 

1 * Lawley, a Taefler, ſhot © i the groin, _—_ zoo 12th of 
| May. , 

| Margaret Walters, Mint, pregnant, died the 12th of e May: 

8 Mary Green, ſhot through the right-arm bone. 

* Mr. Nichols, ſhot through the fleſh of his breaſt. 

£ Mrs. Egremont, ſhot through her partment under her arm. 


| Mr. 
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| ? Mr. — —, unknown, ſtabbed with a bayonet. 


SURRY. A N Inquiſition indented, taken for our 


Surry, the 11th day of May, in the eighth year of the 
reign of our ſovereign Lord George the Third, now King 


1 | 173 5 | 
3 LL . — — 


: Mr. — —, in Kent-ſtreet, ſtabbed with a bayonet in his 


loins. 


COPY of the Coroner's Inqueſt taken on the Death of 
» WILLIAM ALLEN the Younger. 


ſovereign Lord the King, at the pariſh 
of St. Mary Newington,” in the county of 


TO WIT. 


of Great-Britain, &c. before Harvey Acton, Gentleman, 
one of the coroners of our ſaid Lord the King, of the county 
aforeſaid, upon view of the body of William Allen the 
younger, then and there lying dead, by the oath of Thomas 
Maidman, William Weatherly, Samuel Barnes, Edward Cox, 


Thomas Symons, Henry Keene, Thomas Warrington, James 


Weſton, Henry Brooks, Richard Dickman, Richard Morris, 
Chriſtopher Reeves, George Parry, James Stone, and Henry 


Churchill, good and lawful men of the four next adjacent 
villages to the pariſh aforeſaid, in the county aforeſaid, who 
then and there being ſworn, and charged to enquire for 
our ſaid Lord the King, when, where, and in what 
manner the ſaid William Allen came by his death, do 


ſay, — That Donald Maclane, late of the pariſh aforeſaid, 
in the county aforeſaid, labourer, Donald Maclaury, late 


of the ſame place, labourer, and Alexander Murray, late 
of the ſame place, Eſq. not having the fear of God before 


their eyes, but being moved and ſeduced by the inſtigation 


of the devil, on the tenth day of May, in the ſaid eighth 
year of the reign of our ſovereign Lord George the Third, 
now King of Great-Britain, &c. with force and arms, 
at the pariſh' aforeſaid, in the county aforeſaid, in and 


ove 


our ſaid Lord the King, then and there being, feloniouſly, 
wilfully, and of their malice aforethought, did make an 
aſſault, and that the ſaid Donald Maclane a certain muſket 
of the value of five ſhillings, then and there charged with 


. gunpowder and one leaden bullet, which muſket, he, the 


ſaid Donald Maclane, in both his hands then and there had 
and held to, againſt, and upon the ſaid William Allen, then 
and there feloniouſly, wiltully, and of his malice afore- 
thought, did ſhoot and diſcharge ; and that the ſaid Donald 
Maclane, with the leaden bullet aforeſaid, out of the muſ- 
ket aforeſaid, then and there, by the force of the gunpow- 
der, ſhot and ſent forth, as aforeſaid, the aforeſaid William 
Allen, in and upon the breaſt-bone of him the ſaid William 
Allen, and alſo in and upon the collar-bone of him the ſaid 
William Allen, then and there with the leaden bullet afore- 


E ſaid, out of the muſket aforeſaid, by the ſaid Donald Mac- 
| lane, 7 as aforeſaid, ſhot, diſcharged, and ſent forth fe- 


loniouſſy, wilfully, and of his malice aforethought, did 


ſtrike, penetrate, and wound, giving to him, the faid Wil- 


liam Allen, then and there, with the leaden bullet afore- 
ſaid, ſo as aforeſaid, ſhot, diſcharged, and ſent forth out of 


the muſket aforeſaid, by the ſaid Donald Maclane, in and 


upon the ſaid breaſt-bone of him the ſaid William Allen, 


and alſo in and upon the collar- bone of him the ſaid Wil- N 


liam Allen, one mortal wound of the depth of ſix inches, 
and in width four inches, of which ſaid mortal wound the 


aforeſaid William Allen then and there inſtantly died. And 4 


that the aforeſaid Donald Maclaury, and Alexander Murray, 


then and there feloniouſly, wilfully, and of their malice ? 
aforethought, were preſent, aiding, helping, abetting, com- 
forting, aſſiſting, and maintaining the ſaid Donald Maclane, | 
the felony and murder aforeſaid, in manner and form afore- - 
ſaid, to do and commit. And ſo the j jurors aforeſaid, upon I 
their 


berg 
A nom .. ſt 
upon William Allen the younger, in the peace of God, and 


| 
| 


their oath nn do 1 — That the ſaid Donald Mac- 

lane, Donald Maclaury, and Alexander Murray, the ſaid 

4 William Allen, then and there, in manner and form afore- 
ſaid, feloniouſly, wilfully, and of their malice aforethought, 
did kill and murder, againſt the peace of our ſaid Lord the 
King, his crown and dignity: and the jurors aforeſaid, upon 

their oath aforeſaid, do further ſay, — That the ſaid Donald 
Maclane, Donald Maclaury, and Alexander Murray, at the 
time of the felony and murder aforeſaid, by them done and 
committed, or at any time afterwards, had not, nor as yet 
have, any goods, chattles, lands, or tenements whatſoever, 
in the ſaid county, or elſewhere, to the knowledge of the 
faid jurors. In teſtimony whereof, as well the faid coroner, 
as the ſaid jurors, to this inquiſition have ſet their hands 
and ſeals the day and year firſt above written. 


As ſeveral informations were made upon oath before Mr. ; 
| Harvey Acton, Coroner for the county of Surry, relating 
to ſome "Farther, particulars of Mr.. Allen's death, the | 
l followin 8 extracts of, the moſt material heads from. each 1 
of them will, probably, give the reader a more clear | | 

| view of that bloody tranſaction. | 


WE The 7 1 | 
LEMUEL NEWOLD or WHITECHAPEL. 


He ſays, — That on the roth of May, at half after eleven 
o'clock, he was cloſe ta the door of the King's-bench pri- 
| ſon. He there ſaw a gentleman pull down a paper from 
8 the wall, on which was wrote“ Wilkes and Liberty” and 4. 
he tore it to Pieces, and put ſome of it in his pocket. This 4 
gentleman, he lays, then, went into the ſecond houſe beyond 


833 Ni — — _ 64 
the priſon, at which time ſtones were thrown, and one of f 

the Juſtices called the ſoldiers from behind the Bench, and 
immediately a conſtable came up to him, and bid him de- 
part thence, adding, that the ſoldiers were going to fire. 
Mr. Newold then fays, that he went away at the conſtable's 
requeſt; that he followed the deceaſed from the corner of the 
alms-houſes, to the corner of Horſemonger-lane ; that pre- 
ſently after he left him, he heard a gun fire, and was told, 
that a young man was ſhot. He ſays he then returned to 
the priſon walls, and that then there was a Juſtice of the 
Peace reading a paper, which he was informed was the riot- 
act. He further ſays, he heard the officer fay, — © Run, 
and fire upon him.” — but did not know who the officer 
meant. | 


The Information of 


JACOB GILBERT oF NEWINGTON. 


Mr. Gilbert ſays, that about eleven o'clock, (May 10) 
he was ſtanding at his own door, when he ſaw the deceaſed 
ride by on horſeback. Soon after this he ſaw ſome ſoldiers 
draw up before the King's-Bench, and a young man in a 
red waiſtcoat throwing a ſtone, and running away. He 
then ſaw an officer and four or five grenadiers following hard 
after him, and as the officer paſſed by this — he 
heard him fag to the ſoldiers, —“ F ire! ”— 


The OY Re Re" of | T 
THOROLD LOWDELL, of the Pariſh of St. GEORGE. 


This deponent, a ſurgeon, ſays, — That the deceaſed died 
May 10, about half after twelve o'clock ; and on examining 
the body, the wound, appearing to be a gun- ſhot wound, 

| p—_— g 
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penetrating the thorax, and paſſing through, made its exit 


behind the ſhoulder. In its way, he fays, it had broken 
the breaſt- bone, collar- bone, and ſcapula, from which there 


had been an enormous effuſion of blood, from the many 
principal veſſels that had been wounded. He makes no 
doubt, but this wound muſt be the cauſe of inſtant death. 
He had alſo in his left wriſt a very large inciſed wound, 
which had divided the tendons, paſling quite * the 
wriſt, and eaſily admitted three fingers. 


The Information of 


NICHOLAS TWAYTS os NEWINGTON. 


He ſays, — That between the hours of eleven and one, 
on the 10th of May, he was ſtanding by the wall of the 
King's-bench, and ſaw a man throw a ſtone, which hit one 
of the Serjeants in the face, on which the officer ordered 
three grenadiers to purſue that man, which they did, and 


the man ran through the crowd towards the road, and acroſs 


into Horſemonger-lane, and fo into the cow-houſe; and the 
deceaſed ran after this man into the cow-houſe. This de- 
ponent then ſtood at the rails oppoſite the cow-houſe door, 
in Horſemonger-lane, and ſaw a ſoldier, whoſe perſon he 
knows, who faid to the deceaſed, — You are the man we 
are looking after. — Damn your eyes, I have a good mind 
to ſhoot you.” Another ſoldier behind him fays, — Aye, 


do ſhoot him,” and he fired directly. The deceaſed cried 


* Oh!” ſtaggered out of the cow-houſe over the way un- 
der the rails, and ſaid to a woman, — I am a dead man,” 
ſhe replied, — I hope not, —but the deceaſed fell juſt 

within the room, and died immediately. 
This deponent further ſays, — That Donald Maclane 
was the man who fired off the muſket, and killed the de- 
EY ceaſed: 
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„ EY ED 
N ceaſed: that Peter Mac Laughlan did not ſhoot, nor did he 
hear him ſay any thing: that Donald Maclaury was the 
man who ſaid to Donald Maclane, — © Do fhoot him.”— 


r 


7 The Information of 
THOMAS BRAWN, of the Pariſh of St. GEORGE. 


$—$—>0< 


He ſays, — That upon the 1oth of May, about three 


minutes before twelve o'clock at noon, five ſoldiers, with 


an officer, knocked at Mr. Henſhaw's getes, running after 
one of Mr. Henſhaw's ſervants, and the officer opened the 
gate and went in, and the officer and two of the ſoldiers 
went through the cow-houſe, into the back yard, and he 
followed the third man into the cow-houſe; and the ſaid 
third man ſtopped him, and when he turned about, he ſaw 
Mr. Allen come in at the back door, in Horſemonger-lane; 
and the third ſoldier turned about and ſaid to the deceaſed, 
“ Damn you, you are the man I was looking for, I'lI 
ſhoot you.” The ſecond ſoldier ſaid to the third, Damn 
your eyes, ſhoot him,” and the third ſoldier inſtantly fired 


| * 
at him, at within the diſtance of ten yards. On this he 
42 


went into the yard where the officer was, and he ſaid to him, 


— * Sir, one of your men has ſhot the ſon of Mr. Allen,“ 1 
and the officer ſaid to the ſoldiers, — Damn you, who " 
fired? The man that fired, replied, —** That his gun j 
went off at half cock,” and he faid, — © Damn you, you : 
lie, you ſhot him; I ſaw you level the piece,” and he deſi- i 

red the officer if he diſputed the truth of what he ſaid, to ! 
order every man to draw his charge, and then he would ſee 6 
who it was ſhot at him; the officer anſwered No, and 5 | 
x ordered the ſoldiers to follow him out, and they went away. 5 : 
$ The i 
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The Information of 
JOHN BLEST or NEWINGTON. 


Rd 5 Fl . 
* * 


He ſays, — That on the ioth of May, in the morning, 
he was ſtanding at the King's-bench wall, and he faw many 
people throwing ſtones, and a company of ſoldiers drawn up 
together three a-breaſt; and there was Mr. Juſtice Ponton, 
and Mr. Juſtice Gillam, juſt before them, with the com- 
manding officer by them, the populace throwing ſtones or 
dirt; ſome lit on Mr. Gillam's head, and Mr. Gillam and 

Mr. Ponton, and the officer ſaid to the ſoldiers, “ Fire!” 
the ſoldiers levelled their muſkets, but did not fire: a per- 
ſon in a red waiſtcoat erying out, — Liberty and Wilkes 

the captain (who he ſince underſtands, and be- 


23 


for ever, 
lieves, was captain Murray, of the third regiment of foot 
guards) ran forward, and ſays to the ſoldiers, — © Purſue | 
them!“ which they did, either three or five, this deponent | 
is not certain which. One or two of the ſoldiers purſued 
that perſon through the Hay-market with the captain; 
about eight or ten yards before them he ran into the cow- 
houſe to ſee the event, and two grenadier ſoldiers were 
behind him; the ſoldier next him preſented his piece at 
this deponent, he cried out to him, — What are you 


going about? The ſoldier cried out, Ho!” and paſſed | 


by him. He followed them into the cow-houſe, the laſt 
man of the two grenadiers turned about and levelled his 
piece and fired, and he ſaw the deceaſed ſtagger and cry 
« Oh!” with a groan, and ſtaggered croſs Horſemonger- 
lane, and then fell and expired in a door-way oppoſite 
where he was ſhot. This deponent further faith, that he 
5 had been ſtanding in the crowd an hour and half, and never . 
heard the riot act read, and believes it was not read. 2 


285 V 


. —— 


The Information of 
JOHN OKINS or NEWINGTON. 


He ſays, — That he was on the 1oth of May, about a 
quarter before twelve o'clock, with the deceaſed upon the 
Bank by the drapers alms-houſes, and the deceaſed ſeeing 
the ſoldiers run, he ran after them ; the deceaſed ran into 
the cow-houſe, at the door in Horſemonger-lane, and he, 
this deponent, cloſe behind him ; and as ſoon as they both 
had entered the cow-houſe, a grenadier met them, and 
faid to the deceaſed, — © Damn your eyes, I'll ſhoot you,” 


he fell down: he afterwards got up, and ſaw the deceaſed 
reel acroſs the lane to the door of Richard Miles, and fell 


down in the paſſage. 


| [The affidavits before the juſtices, who refuſed to grant a 
warrant upon the verdict given at the coroner's inqueſt, 
till they were over and above convinced Ny this additional 
evidence. 


horſe-yard in Nightingale-lane, in the pariſh of Saint 
John Wapping, in the county of Middleſex, nail-maker, 
and Ann Walters, the wife of Joſeph Walters, of New- 
ington-cauſeway, in the pariſh of Saint Mary N ewing- | 
ton-butts, in the county of Surry, aa nk. 


The informant, Joſeph Skidmore, for himſelf firſt faith, 
—* That on the 10th of May, about twelve o'clock at noon, 
this informant was preſent in St. George's-fields, in the 
1980 of St. George the Martyr, in Southwark, in the 


The ſeveral informations of Joſeph Skidmore, of Black- 
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county of Surry aforeſaid, when he faw ſeveral ſoldiers 
drawn up under the wall of the King's-bench priſon, there 
commanded by an officer, whoſe name this informant is 
informed, and believes to be true, is Alexander Murray, 
Eſquire, at which time there were ſeveral perſons gathered 
together near the ſaid ſoldiers; and upon ſome diſputes be- 
tween the ſaid ſoldiers and people, ſome of whom had 
thrown ſtones or dirt, or ſomething elſe, at the ſaid ſoldiers, 


three of the ſaid ſoldiers, with the ſaid Alexander Murray 


who headed them with a naked ſword in his hand, came 
from the faid priſon walls, and purſued ſome perſon or per- 
ſons, and croſſed the publick road in St. Gcorge's-fields 


aforeſaid, leading from Weſtminſter-bridge through the 


Hay-market there, and as they were ſo eroſſing the ſaid 
Hay-market, the ſaid Alexander Murray commanded the 
faid ſoldiers to fire at the perſon or perſons that they were fo 
purſuing; and then the faid Alexander Murray and the faid 


foldiers croſſed another public road, leading from New- - 
ington to Blackman-ſtreet, near St. George's-fields aforefaid, 


and all of them entered into the cow-houſe belonging to 


+ Edward Henſhaw, in the faid pariſh of St. Mary Newing- 


ton-butts, and upon ſeeing William Allen the younger, 
deceaſed, ſtanding within the door of the ſaid cow-houſe, 
one of the ſaid ſoldiers ſaid to another of them (whoſe name 
this informant is informed, and believes, is Donald Maclean) 
— There is one of them, damn him, ſhoot him,” upon 
which the ſaid Donald Maclean, in the preſence of this infor- 
mant, immediately ſhot off, and fired, wilfully and defign- 
edly, a loaded gun, which he then had and held in his hands, 
at the ſaid William Allen the younger, deceaſed, which 
wounded him in his body, of which wound the ſaid Wil- 
tam Allen the younger immediately died. And this in- 


and 


formant ſaith, that the ſaid Alexander Murray was then 


a eee e. T. 
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| and there aiding and aſſiſting in the ſaid murder of the nid 
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William Allen the-younger. | 
And the ſaid informant, Ann Wiles, PRs herſelf faith, 


— That ſhe, this informant, on the 1oth of May, about 
| twelve o'clock at noon, was in the Hay-market aforeſaid, 
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when ſhe ſaw the ſaid Alexander Murray with a naked 
ſword in his hand at the head of ſeveral ſoldiers, go through 
the ſaid Hay-market, in purſuit of ſome perſon as ſhe ap- 
prehended, when ſhe heard the ſaid Alexander Murray fay 
to his ſaid ſoldiers, — © Damn him, ſhoot him, kill him,“ 
but what perſon! he meant, this informant cannot tell; and 
immediately thereupon the ſaid ſoldiers croſſed the ſaid road 
leading from Newington-butts to Black man- ſtreet afore- 
faid, toward the ſaid cow-houſe of the ſaid Edward Hen- 
ſhaw, and immediately afterwards this informant heard a 
gun fired, and ' ſoon afterwards ſhe ſaw the ſaid William 
Allen the younger was dead, who ſhe was informed was 
killed by one of the ſaid ſoldiers, which this informant 
* to be true. 1 | EG 
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Then warrant iſſued by the coroner for the as of 
Alexander Murray, Eſq. one of the commanding officers 
of the ſoldiers poſted at the King' s-bench — the 


late riots: 
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S URR V.) Te the conſtables of the pariſh of St. Mary 
TO WIT. Newington, in the ſaid county, and to all 
officers of peace whom it ſhall or may concern. 
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HERE A8 Alexander Murray, Eſq. of the third 
regiment of foot guards, ſtands accuſed before me, 
upon an inquiſition this day taken at the pariſh of St. Mary 
5 Newington, in the ſaid county, with the wilful murder 
of William Allen the younger: 5% 
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of the peace for the ſaid county, the body of the faid Alex- 
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Theſe are therefore in his Majeſty's name, to appte- 
hend and bring before me, or ſome of his. Majeſty's Juſtices 


ander Murray, to anſwer the premiſes, and be further 
dealt with according to law, and for ſo doing this ſhall. be 


your ſufficient warrant. 


Given under my hand and feal this 11th wh of May, 


in the year of our Lord Oe - nai ©, bf 
HENRY. ACT ON, Coroner: 
M13: * 


In conſequence of the above warrant the priſoners! were 
taken, and committed to the New Goal, May the 11th 
at night; but it was with the greateſt difficulty imagi- 
nable, the populace were prevented from tearing them 

to pieces, vowing, with great vehemence, that they 
would immediately hang them out of the way. On Sad 
turday the 14th, they were brought from thence to the 

court of King's-bench, in order to be bailed, but were 
ordered to attend again, which they accordingly did on 
the Monday following, when the man which ſhot the 
deceaſed was remanded back to priſon, to be tried at the 
next aſſizes for Surry, and the other was admitted to 
bail. a | : * $4471; 


As the following letter is of an extraordinary nature, and 
well deſerving the attention of the public, this work 
would have been deemed deficient, by every curious rea- 
der, was it not inſerted in its proper place. The ſubject 
of it is truly ſp;rited; the expreſſions are nervous ; and 

the ſenſe of it, in a few words, is . and en 


no farther introduction. | | | 1 
ORDERS. 


—— 
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h 
2 PAROLE is WANDSWORTH. 


The Field Officer in weitin g of the foot guards received 
yeſterday the following letter: 


SIR, 
| AVING this day had the honour of mentioning to 
H the K—g the behaviour of the detachments from the 
ſeveral battalions of foot guards, which have been lately 
employed in aſſiſting the civil magiſtrates and pr: ſerving the 


public peace, I have great pleaſure in informing you, that 
his M——y highly approves of the conduct of both the 
Officers and men, and means that his M 
ſhould be communicated to them through you. Employ- 
ing the troops on ſo diſagreeable a ſervice always gives me 
pain, but the circumſtances of the times make it neceſtary. 


1 I am perſuaded they ſec that neceſſity, and will continue, as 


they have done, to perform their duty with alacrity. I beg 
you will be pleaſed to aſſure them, that every poſſible regard 
ſhall be ſhewn to them; their zeal and good behaviour up- 
on this occaſion deſerve it; and in caſe any diſagreeable 
circumſtance ſhould happen in the execution of their duty, 
they ſhall have every defence and protection that the law 
can authoriſe, and this office can give. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your moiſt obedient, 
War-Office, And moſt humble Servant, 
May 11, 1768. BEAN. 
Field- Officer in ſtaff. waiting for the 
three regiments of foot guards. 
Officers for guard on Saturday next, 
Leut. Col. Groyn, &e. &c. 
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On the 13th of May two Inquiſitions were taken in the 
Borough, on perſons killed by the ſoldiers in quelling the 


riot in St. George's-fields. 


The firſt was on the body of 
MARY, Wife of WILLIAM FEFFS. 


« On Tueſday in the afternoon, the deceaſed and her 
daughter were attending cloſe to the Hay-market in St. 
George's-fields, having a baſket with oranges to ſell; that 
about two in the afternoon they heard the ſoldiers were going 


to fire, upon which they and ſeveral others were removing, 
but as the deceaſed and her daughter were carrying away 


the baſket, ſome of the ſoldiers fired, and the deceaſed fell 


down directly, and when taken up faid, — © She was only 
frightened, but not hurt,” that ſhe became ſoon after 
ſpeechleſs, was let blood immediately, and then carried to 


St. Thomas's hoſpital, where ſhe expired in about an hour 


after the firing. On her being undreſſed at the Hoſpital, a 
large gun-ſhot wound was diſcovered a little below her na- 
vel, which ſhe received about two hours after the procla- 
mation had been read. The jury brought in their verdict, 
That ſhe was accidentally and by misfortune killed by a 


ſoldier unknown, in endeavouring to ſuppreſs the rioters.” 


The ſecond Inquiſition was taken on the body of 
WILLIAM BRIDGEMAN. 


It appeared by the evidence, — That ſeveral conſtables, 
by the order of Daniel Ponton and John Levy, Eſqrs. two 
of his Majeſty's Juſtices for Surry, attended the fame day, 


8 8 U. . —j—ỹ§.—4ͤ— 
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5 


| at the King' s-bench prilon, and that the ſaid Mr. 6 


and John Middlemarſh, Richard Capel, and John CN” 


- Efqrs. three other Juſtices for Surry; were allo preſent ; 


that there was a great concourſe of people aſſembled” in 
the Fields about the priſon, but there was then no diſturb- 
ance; that preſently a company of foot guards advanced 
towards the priſon, and planted themſelves with their backs 
to it and faced the populace; that upon one of the con- 
ſtables, by order of Mr. Ponton, taking down a paper, 
which was fixed on the wall, the populace cried out, 

Give us the paper,” and began to throw ſtones, which 
hit the Juſtices and the conſtables, and they continued 
throwing ſtones while the Juſtices were paſſing to the 
Marſhal's houſe; when the mob again cried out, — Give 
us the paper; ” that the Juſtices having gone through the 
houſe, came out of the back door, when a drum beat to 
arms, and the Juſtices with the ſoldiers came from behind 
the houſe; then Mr. Ponton, and Samuel Gillam, Efq. - 
another Juſtice, deſired the populace to diſperſe, but in- 
ſtead thereof they threw more ſtones, ſome of which ſtruck 
the Juſtices; that Mr. Gillam then read the proclamation 
in the riot act, and whilſt he was reading, ſeveral ſtones 
were thrown, one of which hit him on the arm, another 
ſtruck Mr. Ponton, and a third cut one of the Serjeant's lips 
through. The Juſtices and ſoldiers then marched towards 
the Field's gate, halted, and faced about to the right, and 


on a military Officer's coming up to Mr. Ponton, informing 


him, — That a great number of the people were behav- 
ing in a very riotous manner, and aſking whether the ſol- 
diers ſhould fire?” Mr. Ponton faid, —** No, by no means; 
that it was a thoroughfare, and innocent people paſſing and 
repaſſing might feceive hurt; for that the King's-bench 
priſon was the object of their care,” and the ſoldiers de- 
ſiſted from ring. That in about an hour and a quarter 
| afterwards, 
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afterwards, Mr. Gillam read the proclamation again, and 
earneſtly requeſted the populace to diſperſe; and about 
three o'clock went to the road fide, and again defired them > 
to diſperſe ; telling them, — “ That if he ſaw any more | 


ſtones thrown, be would immediately order the guards to 
fire,” upon which a ſtone was thrown, and ſtruck him 
upon the head, and made him ſtagger for about two yards; 

that in about half a minute afterwards, when he had reco- 
vered himſelf, the guards were ordered to fire, which 
they accordingly did, but at that time no perſon was obſer- 
ved to drop, and ſoon after the horſe grenadiers fired their 
piſtols,” | 


* 4 -4 


The Depoſition of 
ELIZABETH EGREMONT, of St. Olave's Pariſh. 


dens, Charing-Croſs, about three in the afternoon; ſhe 
heard a diſcharge of fire-arms in St. George's Fields, antl 
ſoon after a ſecond firing, when ſhe diſcovered a woman 
lying on the ground, appearing to be wounded; and at 
the ſame inſtant a ball paſted under her left arm: a gen- 
tleman, a ſtranger, who had kindly offered to conduct her 
ſafe through the crowd, having his arm round her waiſt, 
the cried out ſhe ſhould be killed, and he immediately faid, 
— He was a dead man.“ She fainted away, and on 
coming to herſelf found herſelf bloody, but not wounded ; 
ſhe knows not what beeame of the gentleman. Soon after, 
being feeble, ſhe went and ſate down on a hay-cart, in 


the Hay-market; and William Bridgeman, being upon the 

hay, in the ſame cart, ſaid, — © They are firing away,” on 

which the deceaſed directly dropped to the ground, ſaying, 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt!” then, in a low voice, — My 


c wife 


She ſays, —* That on her return home from Spring-Gar= | 
G 


6c wife and children!“ and uttered * worde, but not 


to be underſtood ; the deceaſed then put his hand to his 
fide, where he had received a ſhot, and a ſtranger unbut- 
toned his waiſtcoat, and faid the man was ſhot with a ball; 
and ſhe heard he died ſoon after receiving his wound 


_ The Depoſition of | 
? © 23h LOWDELL, Surgeon in Blackman-ftreet. 


He ſays, — «© That he was well ſatisfied the wound re- 'T 


ceived by the deceaſed was mortal, and the immediate oc- 
caſion of his death. 

The jury, after ſome time conſulting, brought i in their 
verdict Chance were | 


- 


TED 


0 On the. 99th of May a third 3 was bes on 
| - the body of John Boddington, who was ſhot through the 
| thigh. It appeared by his own account, which he gave 
the ſiſter of Abraham's ward, — That as he was ſtanding 
on the outſide of the mob in St. George's Fields, about 40 
or 50 yards from the rioters, he received a ſhot in his right 
thigh ; that he was no ways encouraging the rioters, and 
that he did not lay the charge of his death to any parti- 
cular perſon. The deceaſed's right leg was taken off in 
the hoſpital on Wedneſday, and he died on F riday. The 
jury brought in their verdict Chance Medley. 
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On the Sth of June, in the morning, about eight o'clock, 
Mr. Wilkes was brought from the priſon of the King's- 
bench to the court. The Judges came about nine.. It had 
been mentioned the laſt term, that .a new argument was 
deſired, and that new ground might be taken for the rever- 
ſal of the outlawry. At the opening of the court, Mr. 
Wilkes made a ſhort ſpeech, — * That he was perfectly 
fatisfied with the ſtate of the argument, as it was left by 
Mr. Serjeant Glynn; that he did not mean to quit the firm 
and ſolid ground on which it reſted ; and was perſuaded, 
from the juſtice of the court, that his outlawry muſt be re- 
verſed.” The Attorney-General then in ſupport of the 
outlawry entered upon a very long argument, to which no 
one of Mr. Wilkes's council replied. The Judges after- 


wards delivered their opinions very fully, and were unani- 
mous that the outlawry was illegal, and muſt be reverſed. 


Their Lordſhips differed as to their reaſons, but all con- 
curred in the reverſal, and the irregularity of the procedings. 
The Attorney-General then demanded judgment on the 


two verdicts. Mr. Wilkes deſired to avail himſelf of ſeve- 


ral points in arreſt of judgment. He ſaid, that when he 
had the honour of appearing before that court on the 2oth 
of April, he had tated the caſe of the alteration of the re- 
cords at Lord Mansfield's own houſe; that his Lordſhip 
had replied ; but that however his Lordſhip had delivered 
only his own opinion ; and the opinion of one. Judge, how- 
ever diſtinguiſhed for great ability, was not the judgment 
of the court which he defired, and ſubmitted to, and 
begged that his council might argue that, and ſome other 
points of importance. Several things were afterwards men- 
tioned by the Attorney-General, and by Mr. Wilkes's 
counſel. At laſt the court fixed the 14th inſtant to debate, 
whether both verdicts ought not to be ſet aſide on the ob- 


F jections as to the records having been altered, and that the 
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informations were not filed = the 8 n but by 
the Solioitor-General. 

On Thurfday the ab in tie 88 Mr. Wilkes's 
. counſel and folicitor attended him at the King's-bench pri- 
ſon, and fettled the farther proceedings againſt Lord Hali- 
fax, which were ſuſpended by the outlawry. 

About eight o'clock on Tueſday morning, the 10 of 
June, Mr. Wilkes was again brought up to the court of 


Glynn, the Recorder of London, Mr. Mansfield, and Mr. 
Davenport, argued very largely on the two points, the filing 
of the information by the Solieitor, not the Attorney- 
General, and the alteration of the records at Lord Manſ- 
field's houſe the evening before the trials, without the 
knowledge of Mr. Wilkes. The one was in arreſt of 
judgment, the other for a new trial. The Attorney- 
General, Sir Fletcher Norton, and Mr. Thurlow, made 
long ſpeeches in reply, which were anſwered by Mr. Ser- 
jeant Glynn. Then the court proceeded to deliver their 
opinions, and over-ruled both the objections. Mr. Serjeant 
Glynn next took notice, that as a Writ of Error was in- 
| tended to be brought before a higher court of juſtice, be- 
> fore the Houſe of Lords, he defired that the caſe of the 
Alteration of the Records, under ſuch peculiar circumſtances, 
might be ſtated on the back of the record, to be tranſmitted 
to the Lords, otherwiſe that important point could not 
come before the Houſe ; but this was abſolutely refuſed by 
the court. | | 

Lord Mansfield then made his report of the two trials. 
The Attorney-General, Sir Fletcher Norton, and Mr. 
Thurlow, ſpoke in aggravation of both offences, and Mr. 
Serjeant Glynn anſwered their arguments, After this Mr. 
Wilkes defired that judgment might be paſſed upon him. 
The court declared that _ could not then paſs judgment, 
but 


King's-bench. The court fat about nine. Mr. Serjeant 
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| but would confiderit among themſelves; and on Mr. Wilkes's 
again preſſing for a very early 2 mn thas thee 
ſhould be no delay. 

Mr. Wilkes again offered: bail, aki was refuſed ws the 
court. They continued fitting till near fix. 

Mr. Wilkes was brought again to the court of King's- 
bench, on Saturday, June 18, between eight and nine 
o'clock, when Mr. Juſtice Yates paſſed the following ſen- 

- tence : — © That Mr. Wilkes be impriſoned twenty-two 
calendar months from this day : that he pay a fine of ONE 
THOUSAND POUNDS, and give ſecurity for his future 
GOOD BEHAVIOUR for ſeven years, and two ſureties in 
bonds of FIVE HUNDRED POUNDS each.“ 

Mr. Wilkes then moved for a Writ of Error, which was 
allowed ; and defired that the Alteration of the Records; 
by Lord Mansfield, might be put in ſucha fortn as to come 
before the Houſe of Lords, but this was tefuſed. $ 


Q 


Speech of Mr. Serjeant G L Y N N, in Mr. 
.. W1 L K E 8's | 


My REDS... 
H A V E now done with my client ſw his cauſe; your 
Lordfhips will determine according to your wiſdom. 
But here let me intreat you for the ſake of the ſafety of 
every ſubject of this nation, that your Lordſhips will pleaſe 
to fix ſome limits to the diſcretionary power of altering 
records; that we may know for the future when we can be 
certain of the cauſe we are to plead; and that the ſub- 
je may not be liable to ruin at the diſcretion of a 


7 Judge. 
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After Mr. Wilkes had received his ſentence, he returned 3 N 
immediately to the King's-bench priſon, and in the pa- 


pers of the next day inſerted the following addreſs 


To the 1 Clergy, and Freeholders of 
the County of Middleſex. 


GENTLEMEN, | 
FTER every kind of oppoſition from the tools of 


miniſterial power, and every hour of delay, which 


could be gained by the chicane of law, I find myſelf at 
laſt happy, even under this day's ſevere ſentence, - that by 


the unanimous determination of all the Judges of the court 


of King's Bench, I am reſtored to my birth-right, to the 


noble liberties and privileges of an Engliſhman. The out- 


lawry, which is now reverſed, has appeared clearly to be 
an act of equal injuſtice and cruelty, from the very begin- 
ning erroneous and illegal. In the whole progreſs of miniſ- 
terial vengence againſt me for ſeveral years I have ſhewn to 
the conviction of all mankind, that my enemies have tram- 
pled on the laws, and been actuated by the ſpirit of tyranny 
and arbitrary power. The GENERAL WARRANT, 
under which I was firſt apprehended, has been adjudged 
illegal. The ſeizure of MY papers was condemned judi- 
cially. The oz7-lawry, fo long the topic of virulent abuſe, 
is at laſt declared to have been contrary to law; and on the 
ground firſt taken by my learned counſel, Mr. Serjeant Glynn, 
18 formally reverſed. It ſtill remains in this public cauſe, 
that the juſtice of the nation ſhould have place againſt the 
firſt and great criminal, the late Secretary of State, Lord 


Halifax, not ſo much for the puniſhment he has merited, 
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as for the example of terror to any preſent or future 
minifter, who might otherwiſe be tempted to invade the 
ſacred liberties of our country. I pledge myſelf to you, 
that my ſtrongeſt efforts ſhall be exerted to carry this 
through with a ſpirit and firmneſs becoming an affair of na- 
tional conſequence, yet without the ſmalleſt degree of pri- 
vate rancour or malice, which neither my long and hard 
impriſonment, nor the paſt provocations, ſhall make me 
harbour againſt any man. 

At the end of this tedious and harſh cbmechalade I hope, 
gentlemen, to paſs the reſt of my life a freeman among 
you, my free-born countrymen ; and give me leave to de- 
clare, that on every emergency, whenever the rights of the 
people are attacked, I ſhall be ready to ſtand forward,. and 


to rifl all for what is neareſt to my heart, the freedom of 


England. In this glorious cauſe we are equally engaged. 
We have only one common intereſt, that of our country, 
its laws and liberties, and in conſequence the prefervation 
of our Sovereign and the Brunſwic line. Theſe objects we 
will ſteadily purſue, and freedom. ſhall not periſh among us, 
neither by the treachery and corruption of-miniſters, nor 
by the fate of arms, while we remain men and Engliſhmen. 
I obſerve, gentlemen, in the ſpeech of the Lords Com- 
miſſioners at the opening of this parliament, that no mat- 
ters of general buſineſs are to come on this ſeſſion. Before 
the winter I beg to be honoured with your commands for 
the next ſeſſion on any points of importance, which you 
may judge proper to be ſubmitted to the great council of 
the nation, either reſpecting the kingdom in general, or 
our county in particular. In all our common concerns I 
entreat for myſelf your candour and indulgence, of which 
I feel that I ſtand in great ned. My views however will 
be approved by you, for they ſhall be public ſpirited, 'and 
in no inſtance ſelfiſh or partial. I would not for a moment 
„ - + SHIT nt | lie 
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lie under the ſuſpicion of a mean, * intereſted plan 
of conduct, or perſonal ambition. I am determined to re- 
main entirely independent, uncorrupted, even unbiaſſed 
in an improper manner, and never to accept from the 


crown, either place, penſion, gratuity, or emolument of 


any kind. I will live and die in your ſervice, a private 
gentleman, perfectly free, under no controul but the laws, 
under no influence but yours, and I hope, by your favour 
and kindneſs, one of the repreſentatives in parliament for 
the county of Middleſex. On theſe terms only I expect 
through life the continuence of your ſupport, as well as 


the favourable opinion of you, and all other good men, the 


friends of liberty and of my country. 
Iam, GENTLEMEN, 
With gratitude and eſteem, 
Your faithful and obedient 
King s-bench Priſon, Humble ſervant, 
Saturday, June 18, 1768 JOHN WILKES. 


The court of Common Pleas was moved, June 20, by 
Mr. Serjeant Nares, for an attachment againſt the printer | 


of the Gazetteer, for publiſhing the above addreſs to the 


Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of the county of 
Middlefex, as he apprehended the ſame tended to inflame 
the jury of the county, before whom the cauſe was to be 


tried. The court aſked him, — Whether he made that 
motion on behalf of the Attorney General ? ” Which he 
averring, the addreſs was read, and the court declared that 
they did not ſee any thing juſtly deſerving cenſure, and re- 
fuſed the attachment. 

The ſame day, the court of Common Pleas was 1 
that, as Mr. Wilkes's outlawry was now reverſed, he might 


be at liberty to withdraw his demurrer to Lord Halifax's : 
| plea 
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plea and reply, but the court were of opinion, that it was 
proper to give a term's notice of this motion, and Mr 
Wilkes's Attorney gave notice accordingly. 


On Thurſday, Auguſt the 4th, Mr. Serjeant Leigh made 
a motion at Guildford, in court, to Lord Mansfield, that 
the Habeas Corpus ad Teſtificandum might iſſue to bring 
Mr. Wilkes to give evidence on that day to the Grand Jury 
on the trial of the officer and ſoldiers for the murder of 
young Allen. The like application on the affidavit of the 
proſecutor, the father, had been made to his Lordſhip at 
Maidſtone on that day ſevennight, when it was deferred. 
At Guildford Lord Mansfield objected. that the cauſes of 


1 Mr. Wilkes's commitment were not produced, that no affi- 


davit of his willingneſs to come, or any other proof of his 
conſent were given, and that the affidavit, of his being a 
material witneſs ſeemed to be defective, becauſe the parti- 
cular matter of his evidence was not pointed out. His 
Lordſhip ordered application to be made to Mr. Baron 
Smythe, and the Grand Jury, when together, and as ſoon 
as the charge was given. In the afternoon a freſh applica- 
tion was made to Lord Mansfield in court, and an affidavit 
of Mr. Townſhend given in, that Mr. Wilkes was ready to 
obey the Habeas ad Teſtificandum. It was then ordered 
immediately to iſſue, and was ſerved in the court on the 
| Marſhal of the King's-bench priſon. The court directed 
the bill to be preferred to the Grand Jury on the Monday 
morning, at which time Mr. Wilkes attended. 


On Sunday night, Auguſt 7, between eight and nine, - 


a Tipſtaff of the King's-bench was ſent to Mr. Wilkes, to 
acquaint him that he muſt go to Guildford the next morn- 
ing at four, and in a poſt-chaiſe with only the Tipſtaff. 
The next morning, between three and four, the Tipſtaff 
| returned 
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returned with. an order for Mr. Wilkes to g0 in a poſt- 
coach and four, with the Marſhal himſelf and two Tip- 

X ſtaffs. The Marthal ſoon after came, and Mr. Wilkes 
went with him and the two Tipſtaffs to Guildford, accom- 7 
panied with ſeveral friends in other coaches and chaiſes. 

And Mr. Wilkes was immediately ſworn in court. 

| At. half paſt eight o'clock Mr. Wilkes arrived in a poſt- 
coach and four, and alighted at the White Hart, where he 
Was ſaluted by the High Sheriff, and Sir Jaleph. Waden, 
4 with the utmoſt cordiality. 

| The court was then fitting. Mr. Wilkes went in, bane 
one of the witneſſes to be examined by the Grand Jury, and 
on his entrance made a profound reverence to the bench; and 
as ſoon as ſworn, the Judge (looking another way while he 
ſpoke) ſaid, ſternly, — « Marſhal, take away your priſoner.” 
The people were remarkably quiet, and it is well they 
were ſo, for the Judge told the Under Sheriff, — That 
in caſe any perſon ſhould ſhout either in the court or ſtreet, 
unleſs ſuch perſon was inſtantly taken into cuſtody, he 
would fine both him and the High Sheriff.” The ringers 
waited on Mr. Wilkes, and acquainted him they intended 


rr Dee 9g 


giving a peal on this occaſion, which without waiting 
& - for an anſwer they immediately did, and continued ringing 
till orders were ſent to the contrary, which filenced them 
for ſome time; but conſulting among themſelves, it was 
unanimouſly reſolved, that as the bells did not articulately 
pronounce Wilkes and Liberty, their proceedings could 
not be conſtrued into a libel ; and therefore they reſumed 
their diverſion. 

Mr. Wilkes was taken to the Red Lion: where he was put 
into a room, or rather cabin, barely ſufficient to contain the 
table and bed which were in it. As this confinement was 
no doubt ſtill more difagreeable and cloſe than the King's- 
bench priſon, it is not to be wondered at that he came into 
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no ways relative to the fact, and not being uſed to appear 
before ſo reſpectable a body, being himſelf poor and illiterate; 


the gallery of the inn, which joined to the apartment, for a 
little air; where he received the compliments of many La- 
dies and Gentlemen of Guildford. | | 

The grand jury were fitting at this inn, and nineteen 
witneſſes were examined, which took up about 14 hours. 
The firſt witneſs who ſwore to the identity of Maclane was 
two hours and twenty minutes under examination ; and when 
he came out, faid, — he had been aſked many queſtions 


he did not wonder if he had prevaricated ; that many of the 
queſtions were aſked with great ſternneſs and auſterity,” but 
that Sir Joſeph Mawbey ſupported him by his mildneſs ans 
affability. k 

| While the witneſſes were under examination, ſeveral gen- 


tlemen came and paid their compliments to Mr. Wilkes, 


particularly young Mr. Webb, fon to the well-known Philip 
Carteret Webb. This gentleman, among other queſtions, 
aſked Mr. Wilkes, — Whether, if the Grand Jury ſhould 


throw out the bill, the cauſe would be tried on the coro- 
ner's inqueſt?” To this Mr. Wilkes replied, — he Was 


but an indifferent lawyer,” — and inſtantly aſked Mr. — 
—* if he had begun cutting his wheat yet?“ 


The Grand Jury ſtill continued to fit, without coming to 


any determination with regard to the bill. At five in the 
afternoon the Petty Jury agreed to go in a body to Mr: 
Baron Smythe,. [as Lord Mansfield left Guildford the Satur- 


day preceding] to pray he would diſcharge them till Tueſ- 


day morning, which his Lordſhip refuſed, ſaying, — © he 
was in waiting as well as themſelves, and that if the Grand 
Jury ſhould find the bill (of which his Lordſhip expreſſed 
ſome doubt) he would begin the trial though it ſhould be 


by candle light.” Some of the Jury remonſtrated to his 
Mn and obſerved, — ** that they had been regaling y 
D dd themſelves | | 
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themſelves with their friends, and plied the glaſs briſkly. 
They therefore hoped ſo ſerious a cauſe might be poſtponed 


till the next day.” And, as precedents are in ſaſbion, inſtanced 
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in Mr. Gillam's caſe, that the Judge put off his trial from pA 


| afternoon till Monday morning. The reaſon aſſigned 
by the bench was, — © that the Jury might be cos and clear 


in their iatellectis. But theſe arguments did not appear to 


have ſufficient weight with his Lordſhip to diſcharge them. 


the bill however was not found till near eleven that night, 


and that againſt Maclane only; therefore the trial did not 


come on till ſeven the next morning. Three of the Jury, 
men of ſubſtance, and men of judgment, but remonſtrators, 
were now ſtruck off the pannel, and three others, tenants to 
Philip Carteret Webb, were put on; who, from their age 
and infirmitics, migh have expected to have been excuſed. 
Such a groupe ſurely was never beheld as this Jury compoſed. 
Three of them afleep during half the trial; and not one of 
them took a minute or memorandum. Indeed they had 
neither paper, pens, or ink before ee and conſequently 
could take no minutes. 5 

Juſtice Gillam depoſed, (among other witneſſes, whoſe 
depoſitions have before been inſerted) that during the pur- 
ſuit to the cow-houſe he heard a gun go off; that ſome 
time afterwards a grenadier came up to him, and ſaid, he 
had unfortunately ſhot a man, and that his piece went off 
by accident; the Juſtice ſaid he ſaw the workings of huma- 
nity and the compunction of nature in his face; that he ſin- 
cerely pitied him: therefore taking particular notice, was 
certain he was not the priſoner at the bar. That the Juſ- 
tice pitied him may be no doubt; for that reaſon perhaps he 
did not, as was moſt certainly his duty, order him into 
cuſtody, or even afk him whom he had killed, or when or 
where the fact had been committed. That ſuch an acci- 


dent might have happened in the confuſion, is very likely; 


but 
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but it does not follow, from Mr. Gillam's evidence, that 

Z the deceaſed Allen was the perſon fo killed: for as he was 

I not the only man, it might, with as much propriety, have 

been one of the other unfortunate perſons who were killed 

| on this memorable tenth of May, It is very remarkable 

this obſervation eſcaped the council for the proſecution; nor 

did they once aik the Juſtice why he did not commit the 

ſoldier. Mr. Gillam ſaid he was truck ten times by bricks 
and miſſile weapons, but the Fox HAD A WOUND. 
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Mr. Serjeant Leigh opened this cauſe very ſenſibly, im- 
partially, and diſpaſſionately; he explained to the Jury, 
— “ That the death of Allen had nothing to do with the 
riot, and that had he been even active in it, which he really 
had not, the ſoldier, in ſuch a caſe, could claim no right 
over the deceaſed's life who was not in a ftate of reſiſtance, 
and might have been apprehended and dealt with according 
to law, as others had been at this very aſſizes; but the ſol- 
diers on that unhappy day, ſeemed to have been inſtructed 
to conſtrue the riot act, as giving them an unlimitted power 
over the lives of thoſe who ſhould not diſperſe after it had 
been read an hour. The riot act, moſt certainly ſays, they 
are felons without benefit of clergy, if they do not diſperſe, 
after it has been read an hour, but they muſt firſt be tried 
by their peers upon the act, and be found guilty within the 
intent and meaning thereof, before they are liable to ſuffer 
death.“ | | 

It appeared on this trial, that Lieutenant Murray, who 
was foremoſt in the purſuit, ſaid, — What ſignifies a Juſ- 
tice, without he will give the word of command; on 
which Gillam ſaid, — Fire,” for it is well known he ſaid 
he had orders from the min;ftry ſo to do, as appeared on his 
own trial. 

A Lady in mourning, was ſpeaking to Mr. Kelly, and 

who ſtood near the Jury, the Judge aſked, if ſhe was related 


to 
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to Allen, and being anſwered in the affirmitive, ſhe was 
ſternly reprehended for talking to the Jury, and ordered 
her to withdraw, which ſhe did in tears ; after the foreman Ye 
of the Jury, as well as Mr. Kelly, had affured his Lord- - 
ſhip, that ſhe had not ſpoke to the Jury, and that what 
had paſſed between her and Mr. Kelly, were upon different 
matters, the word maſſacre was uſed by one of the proſe- 
cutors witneſſes, who was likewiſe reproved for endeavour- 
ing to inflame and prejudice the Jury, and one of the coun- 


-cil for the proſecution was ordered to fit down for juſtifying 


his client's evidence : but Mr. Gillam was not reproved, 
though the whole of his evidence was given ſo as to preju- 


„ 


was ſtuck on the wall of the King's-bench priſon, and 
occaſioned the diſturbance. This paper the Judge read 


1 in ſumming up the evidence, and alſo ordered a clauſe i in 


the riot act to be read and took notice of the expreſſions 
made uſe of by the populace at that time, he alſo faid to 
the Jury, he did not know how they would conſider the 
wound in Allen's hand to have happened, but for his part, 
he concluded it to proceed from ſome prior ſkirmiſh he 
might have had with the ſoldiers, and that the diſturbance 
was about a man, who was confined for libeling, his King, 
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John Middlemarſh and Daniel Ponton, Eig. of Lambeth, 


5 George Woodroffe, Eſq. of Poyle. 

Sam. Plumbe, Eſq. of Tooting, Alderman of London. 
8 Richard Hotham, Eſq. of Merton. | | 
Edw. Garthwaite, Eſq. of Shackleford. 

Wm. Man Godſchall, Eſq. of Aldbury. 


An authentic liſt of the Giind Jury at Guildford. Thoſe : $ 
marked thus * are the perſons who would have thrown - 
out the bill againſt nern for the aforeſaid ler 

of young Allen. f 


* Right Hon. George Onſlow, Eſq. member for the county, 
has a penſion of zoool. per annum, and is one of the 
Lords of the Treaſury. 3 TE e e 

Sir Francis Vincent, Bart. of Stoke D aberos. Knight of 
the Shire. 

Sir Joſeph te, Bart. of Botlies, member for PO Wart | 

* George Onſlow, Eſq. member for Guildford, out-ranger 
of Windſor Foreſt. _ Ec} 

* Jeremiah Dyſon, Eſq. of Stoke, ſecretary of thi Tecafury 
in Lord Bute's time, mu now 7 COMMUlIGINS of trade 
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and plantations.” 


both einployed as Juſtices in the buſineſs of St. ne 8 
Fields when young Allen was ſnot. 


John Vincent, Eſq. of Beach-Hill. 


William Gill, Eſq. of Eaſhing. 
* Philip Carteret Webb, Eſq. of f Buſbridge, of famous 


memory. 


George Udney, Eſq. of Thames Ditton, a Scotch mer- 


chant. 
James Champaign, Eſq. of Weybridge. | ©. 
* James Morris, Eſq. of FR carpenter to the board of $ 
ordnance. 1 
| E e e "Tos; 
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ſhillings per week; that he lived in the houſe of the ſaid 


20 
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* John Rowlls, Eſq. of Kingſton. 

Sam. Hurlock, Eſq. of Eſher. 
Giles Strangways, Eſq. of Shalford. 
Anthony Chapman, Eſq. of Norbury. © 
Robert Naſh, Eſq. of Artington. 


_ -- Sir Fletcher Norton was ſummonſed on the Grand Jury, 


but not being in the county, John Middlemarſh, Eſq. 
was ſworn in his room. There were ſeveral preſent who 
had been ſummonſed, but the law not admitting more than 
twenty-three on the Grand Jury, they could not ſerve. 


The following note was ſent to Mr. Wilkes, while at 


| Gaildford, with a ſervice of fruit, garniſhed with a laurel- 


branch. - 


To JOHN WILKES, Eſq. 
The moſt diſtinguiſhed of Engliſhmen ; 
Ik) be reſtorer of the liberty of the preſs, 

| And thoſe of the Britiſh ſubject; 
This ſervice of fruit is preſented, 
And begged the acceptance of, 
By his moſt obedient, and moſt humble ſervant, 
RICHARD KENSETT, Gardener. 


The AFFIDAVIT of MICHAEL CURRY. 


ICHAEL CURRY, of st. Peter's Mancroft, in the 
city of Norwich, Printer, maketh oath and faith, — 
«© That in the month of May, one thouſand ſeven hundred 
and fixty-three, he was hired by John Wilkes, Eſq. of Great. 
George-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, at the rate of twenty-five 


Mr. 


Mr. Wilkes, was boarded and regularly lodged there; that 
he was employed by the ſaid Mr. Wilkes, in ſeveral things 
about his private preſs; that the ſaid Mr. Wilkes employed) 
this deponent to compoſe and print part of a poem, entitled, 
An Eſſay on Woman; that the ſaid Mr. Wilkes gave this de- 
ponent the ſtricteſt charge to keep it ſecret, and to ſuffer no 
perſon whatever to ſee the ſaid poem; that the ſaid Mr. 
Wilkes ordered this deponent to work off only twelye co- 
pies, which were all to be delivered, and were actually given 


to the ſaid Mr. Wilkes himſelf, but that without the know- 


ledge of the ſaid Mr. Wilkes, this deponent worked off 
another copy for himſelf; that from the careleſſneſs of this 
deponent four pages only of the ſaid poem came into the 
hands of one Jennings, who likewiſe worked at the ſaid 
Mr. Wilkes's ; that by the means of this Jennings it was 
ſhewn to Mr. Farmer, Mr Faden, and the Rev. Mr. Kid- 
gell; that the firſt application made to this deponent was by 


Farmer, who came, as he pretended, on his own curioſity, 
X toſee the reſt of the poem called An Eſay on Woman, having 
ſeen ſome part of it in the hands of Jennings, which Jen- 
nings, he ſaid, told him he had from the houſe of the faid 


Mr. Wilkes; that this deponent would not then ſhew Far- 
mer any thing ; that a few nights after Farmer called again 
on this deponent ; that they retired to St. John's-gate Cof- 
fee-houſe; that Farmer repeated he had ſome parts in black; 
that this deponent then ſaid to Farmer, that no poetry had 
been done in black at the ſaid Mr. Wilkes's, and therefore 
Jennings muſt have come by thoſe verſes at ſome other houſe, 
the parts of the Eſſay on Woman being in red, which this 
deponent ſaid to evade, although the proofs were in black; 

that Farmer told this deponent, he wanted it to oblige a 
Roman Catholick Gentleman, and that he would give two 
guineas, or any thing, to get it, that he actually laid down 
F two guineas, which this deponent refuſed, and told Farmer 
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that he was not upon an hoßeſt deſign; that he could not f 
7 conceive for What reaſon a Roman Catholic Gentleman 
X particularly ſhould: offer two guineas, or any ſum, for what . 
Farmer mult know was not from the quantity worth ſix- 
pence ; that this deponent then paid for the pint of beer 
before him, telling Farmer that if he would call the Sunday 
morning following this deponent would ſpeak to the pur- 
| poſe, and then quitted the houſe ; that this deponent then 
'T diſcovered the affair to a friend, and when Farmer came to 
this deponent on the Sunday, this deponent told him that he 
had deſtroyed the copy, and that he hoped that would end 
any furtherivifit on that head; that the next day this depo- 
nent. waited. on Mr. Churchill; that this deponent aſked 
him if any harm could come to Mr. Wilkes, or this depo- 
nent, for the Eſay on Woman; that Mr. Churchill faid 
there could not, but for any thing the people in power 

could. do they might be damned; that however he would 
ith to Mr. Wilkes, who was then in France; that the next Y 
application was by Haſſel, the overſeer of Mr. Faden, who 
defired this deponent would go to the Globe tavern, as Mr. | 
Faden wanted to ſpeak to this deponent on ſome buſineſs; 
that this deponent accordingly went ; that when Faden and 
this deponent were alone, Faden informed him, that Farmer 
had given him a few pages of an Eſay on Woman, which 
the ſaid Faden had ſhewn to a clergyman, and that clergy- 
man to a nobleman, and that if this deponent would oblige 
him with a copy of the whole for that nobleman, he would 
be this deponent's friend, and was poſitive, that the perſon, 
as he was in power, would make an ample proviſion for 
him this deponent; that this deponent pretended ignorance 
of the whole at this meeting; that another meeting was | 
ſoon after had with the ſaid Faden at the ſaid Globe tavern; 
that the ſaid Faden promiſed this deponent he ſhould be ta- 
« ken care of, and if he IR give the faid Fen a copy of 
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the Eſay on Moman, this deponent might have any ſum he 
named, or any place he ſhould name, which it was in their 
power to get; that ſeveral other meetings were had be- 
tween the ſaid Faden and this deponent ; that the fame 
offers were repeated, and ten, twenty, a hundred guineas, 
or any ſum, would be given as a ſecurity that the copy 
ſhould be returned ; that Mr. Wilkes was all this time in 
France ; that there was a ſtrong report that Mr. Wilkes 
intended to proſecute this deponent for felony, in having 
ſtolen a copy of the Eſſay on Woman; that this deponent 
applied to ſee Mr. Wilkes on his return from France, and | 
was refuſed by his ſervant ; that ſoon after the applications 
to this deponent were renewed by the ſaid Faden and the 
faid Haſſel; that he was deſired to name any ſum; that he 
might depend on being ſupported from any injury he might 
apprehend, and firmly rely on being protected by thoſe in 
power; that otherwiſe he might be proſecuted for having 
printed the copy; that afterwards the reports of this depp- 
nent's being to be proſecuted for felony gaining ground, this 
deponent in a paſſion went to the ſaid Globe tavern, ſent 
for the ſaid Faden, and gave him the copy, ſaying, he | 
hoped that he ſhould be taken care of, as he found he was 
not faſe either in keeping or deſtroying the copy; that the 
faid Faden then gave him five guineas as a ſecurity to return 
him the ſaid copy, and promiſed him protection; that this 
deponent went with the ſaid Faden on the fame evening to 
the houſe of Philip Carteret Webb, Eſq; Solicitor to the ; 
Treaſury, in Great Queen- ſtreet, where was the Rev. Mr. 
Kidgell; that the ſaid Webb bid this deponent be eaſy, for 
that he ſhould be provided for; that this deponent after- 
wards for ſeveral weeks lodged and boarded in the ſaid 
- Webb's houſe; that this deponent was often told by the 
ſaid Webb that government would take care of him, if he 2 
would give evidence on the trials againſt Mr. Wilkes; that i 
1 he . = 
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* he muſt remain ſtaunch, and that directions, as to what this 
deponent ſhould ſay on the trials, were given him by the 


+ ſaid Webb; that a few days before the meeting of the Par- +; 


<> 


out of town ; that accordingly the ſaid Faden and this de- 


ponent went firſt to Hounſlow, then to Hampton- Court, 


[ 


ſat, when they went to the Horn tavern in Weſtminſter, 
where were the ſaid Webb and the ſaid Kidgell, and from 
thence to give evidence before the Houſe of Lords; that 
the ſaid Webb a few days afterwards carried this deponent 
to the Earl of Sandwich, who was then Secretary of State; 
that his Lordſhip faid to this deponent, You have ſaved the 
nation, and you may depend on any thing that is in my 
power; that this deponent ſaid he was without money, to 
Which his Lordſhip replied, he muſt not hear that; that 
the ſaid Webb added, You had no occaſion to mention that; 
that at the bottom of his Lordſhip's ſtairs the ſaid Webb 
ordered this deponent to go to Mr. Carrington, one of the 


[ 
King's meſſengers ; that this deponent accordingly went to 


the ſaid Carrington's, who gave him a guinea and an half, 
for which this deponent gave a receipt in theſe words, For 
ſub/iftence, for which I ſhall be accountable, or to that effect; 
that the fame payment of a guinea and an half was conti- 
nued tor about twenty-five weeks by the ſaid Carrington ; 
that the faid Carrington ſaid the reaſon why he took re- 
ceipts was, that he was anſwerable to the government for 
that money; that this deponent was aſſured by the ſaid 
| Webb, from time to time, that he ſhould be amply pro- 
vided for; that this deponent was afterwards employed 
by the faid Webb to compromiſe the verdicts with the 
; other printers, which this deponent did for the other prin- 
ters at the ſum of one hundred and twenty pounds each; 
6 that this deponent had received nothing from the ſaid Car- 
4 


rington 


* liament, the S——>y bid the ſaid Faden take this deponent +: 


and aftewards to Knightſbridge, till the morning the Houle | 
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rington for ſome time before the verdicts were compro- 
miſed; that he received for his own ſhare two hundred 
thirty-three pounds fix ſhillings and eight-pence, which 
the ſaid Webb declared was for the trouble and ſatisfaction 
for what had been done; that then this deponent finding 
no more money coming from the ſaid Carrington, and his 
life being made very uneaſy to him at London, retired into 


the North. 


MICHAEL CURRY. 
Sworn at the Manſion- Houle, 
in London, the 3d of Auguſt, 
1768, before | 
os He THOMAS HARLEY, Mayor. 


An A D D R E88 


the County of Middleſex. 


GENTLEMEN, 
CANNOT ſuppreſs the emotions of a gratful heart. 


proofs of a -noble and generous friendſhip, which you 
have continued to me in this priſon now for above fix 
months. I will not lament my paſt ſufferings, nor even a 
harſh and cruel ſentence, becauſe that I find that your fa- 
vour and protection are extended to me in proportion to the 


encreaſe of the perſecutions I undergo. Every day gives 
a freſh mark of your kindneſs and affection; I truſt that I 


ſteady attachment of my friends, the ſupporters of freedom, 
and the conſtitution of our native country. 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders a | 


I muſt pay you my beſt tribute of thanks for the many 


may add likewiſe, of my firmneſs in the cauſe, as well as 


N. 
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The parliament being ſummoned to meet the next week 


for the diſpatch of buſineſs, I think it my duty to ſubmit 


to you the particulars of my future conduct. I mean to 
petition the Hoe of Commons as the grand inqueſt of the 


nation, in the full hope of a redreſs of all my grievances, 


which have ariſen from various acts of arbitrary power ex- 


erted by the miniſters, the illegalities reſpecting the two 


trials, and eſpecially the alteration of the records. I have 
already lodged an appeal againſt the two ſentences before 
the Houſe of Lords, as the ſupreme judicature of this king- 
dom, and I ſhall bring before their Lordſhips the whole 
ſtate of the legal proceedings, which I believe are no leſs 
erroneous and invalid than thoſe have already been declared 
to be, which reſpected the outlawry. The meeting of par- 


liament will ſuſpend the important, public cauſe againſt 
Lord Halifax, which cannot be tried * the term following 


the next prorogation. 

I look forward, Gentlemen, to the happy moment of re- 
gaining my freedom, and of giving you in a Britiſh ſenate 
the cleareſt demonſtration that the principles of liberty 
have taken a deep root in my heart. You ſhall find me a 
faithful guardian of the civil and religious liberties of the 
people of England, ſtrenuous and unwearied in my en- 


deavours to deſtroy all the remains of deſpotic power among 


our free-born countrymen. I ſhall think it a glorious 
reward of my toils, if, in one inſtance only, a point of the 
utmoſt moment, grand juries may through my efforts re- 


cover the power and right given them by the firſt principles 


of the conſtitution, which are at preſent entirely loſt in 
the mode of proceeding by information, ſo long, to the 
great grievance of the ſubject, practiſed both by the At- 
torney-General and the Judges of the court of King's Bench. 


In this, and every other point of national liberty, I ſhall 
_ earneſtly beg your aſſiſtance. I hope at all times in public 
buſineſs 


— . 
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\ buſineſs to have the advantage of your counſels to perfect E 
@ the plan of ſecuring and guarding the liberties of the freeſt 3 
* nation in the world, againſt future attacks of wicked mi- > 
7 niſters, or even encroachments of the crown; which ſe- 


curity can only be obtained by the moſt wholeſome laws 


Charta, the great preſerver of the lives, freedom, and pro- 


perty of Engliſhmen. | 
| 7 I am, GENTLEMEN, 
Under encreafing obligations, 
Your faithful and obedient 
King's Bench Priſon, Humble ſervant, 
Thurſday, Nov. 3, 1768. JOHN WIEN. 


and the wiſeſt regulations, built on the firm ba ſis of Magna 


| 5 On Thurſday, Dec. 8, came on the election of a member 
for the county of Middleſex, in the room of Mr. Cooke, 
, deceaſed, The candidates were Mr. Serjeant Glynn, and 
| | Sir William Beauchamp Proctor. 
N 
| l Mr. Serjeant GLY NN's Addreſs 
| To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of 
| | | the County of Middleſex. | 
| T GENTLEMEN, 1 
ö HE death of Mr. Cooke having made a vacancy [ 
for this county, at the defire of many friends I beg | ' 
to offer my ſervices to repreſent you in parliament. The +. | 
public part I have taken in ſome very important queſtions, 5 . b 
A reſpecting the liberties and conſtitution of my country, has, 7 
6 I hope, met with your approbation. I can only promiſe 5 f 
; 2 Gg you 2 1 
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you a continuance of the ſame zeal for the true intereſts 
of this nation, and of its excellent Sovereign, together with 
the moſt ſteady attention to the buſineſs of this county, if +»; 


election, which has been unkindly reported; and if I have 


4A IN nf $on—_ —_—— JS —— 5 | NS 


I have the honour to repreſent you in parliament. 
I am, with deference and regard, 


GENTLEMEN, 
ar Your molt faithful and obedient, 
Bloomſbury - Square, Humble ſervant, 


Saturday, Aug. 27. JOHN GLYNN. 


Sir W. Beauchamp Proctor's Addreſs 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of 
the County of Middleſex. 


+ 
- » 
. „ 


GENTLE MEN, 


DID not preſume to offer myſelf again as a candidate 

for the county, until I knew it would be agreeable to 
a great number of its conſtituents. Happy am I to find 
that I have fo great encouragement. It is not a ſeat in 
parliament that I covet ſo much as the honour of repre- 
ſenting ſo reſpectable a county, which I have had the pe- 
culiar pleaſure to do in three ſucceſſive parliaments, in 
which I was ever aſſiduous of ſhewing my duty to the 
King, and preſerving the rights and liberties of my fellow- 
ſubjects. This emboldens me again to ſolicit your votes 
and intereſt on the day of election, aſſuring you that I never 
had the leaſt thought of petitioning againſt any former 
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the honour to be choſe your repreſentative, ſhall endeavour 
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; to merit the favour by the uprightneſs of my actions, and 
by a conſtant attention to the trade and welfare of this 


65 county. | 
7 | I am, GENTLEMEN, 
| Your moſt obliged and 
Bruton-Street, Faithful ſervant, 
July 19, 1768. W. BEAUCHAMP PROCTOR. 


N. B. I ſhall pay my perſonal reſpects the firſt oppor- 
| tunity, and in my canvaſs if I ſhould omit waiting on any 
freeholders, hope they will not attribute it ts neglect, but 
to the want of a correct liſt. 


Mr GLVNN“'s ſecond Addreſs 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of 
the COR of Middleſex. 


GENTLEMEN, 5 | : [ 

| 1 is time 1 ſhould return you my warmeſt thanks for | 1 
the generous encouragement you have given me, and | = 

8 8 


a moſt ſucceſsful canvaſs. I am bound to you by the 

ſtrongeſt ties of gratitude ; and I promiſe to exert myſelf 

to the utmoſt, in order to ſtrengthen and to vindicate ſuch 

of your rights as have been already invaded, and to oppor 
vigorouſly all ſuch attempts for the future. 

I am doubly bound to this, becauſe your exertion in my 

behalf does not proceed from any family connections, from 

I any perſonal acquaintance, or private favours, but from the 

great principles of legal liberty and conſtitutional free- 

2 dom. With ſuch ſupport J entertain the greateſt hope of 


the diſintereſted ſupport I have met with in the courſe of 


I 


ſucceſs ; | « 
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fſucceſs; nor ſhall any conſideration make me lay aſide 
7 thoſe hopes, till the ſheriffs ſhall have finally cloſed the 
85 poll at Brentford. Whatever may be the event of that day, 
7 whether I ſhall be fo happy to be choſen your repreſenta- 
tive, or not, I will endeavour through life not to diſappoint 
. your expectations; nor will ever deſert the cauſe of the 
people. I will perſevere ſteadfaſtly in my duty to my 
_ King and country, unawed by power, uninfluenced * any 
offer of intereſts or honours. | 
Il! qmuſt intreat thoſe gentlemen to whom I "TN OY yet 
madeja perſonal application, to excuſe the delay. It is my 
intention, the earlieſt opportunity, to wait on every free- 
holder in the county. If I ſhould omit any in the courſe 
of my canvaſs, I hope it will be imputed to the peculiar 
difficulty I find of getting compleat liſts. 
Permit me to entreat the continuance of your favour,. and 
be appearance for me at Brentford on the day of election. 
9 1 am, GENTLEMEN, 
4 N . Your moſt obedient and 
1 Bloomſbury- Square, Faithful humble ſervant, 
& Nov. 1, 1768. JOHN GLYNN. 


4 
* 
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1 TAKE the firſt opportunity of att, you, that 
the election of a member for this county is now fixed 


F Sir William Beauchamp Proctor 8 ſecond 
PA a 104 Addreſs 
3 To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and F recholders of 
i the County of Middleſex. 

| G ENT L E. M 2 N, 

| 


> for Thurſday the 8th of December, when I hope for the 


I continuance of your friendſhip, and your appearance in my 


' favour at Brentford. The . proſpect of ſucceſs, 
| which 
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which I have reaſon to form to myſelf from the very ge- 
nerous reception you have given me in the courſe of a long 


depending canvaſs, will, I flatter myſelf, be crowned on 


that day with the diftinguithed honour of being choſen a 
FOURTH TIuE to ſerve THE "FREEHOLDERS Or Mip- 
DLESEX IN PARLIAMENT. To be entruſted by you, was 
the height of my ambition twenty years ago; and it is 
now my pride, that in a long period of ſervices, there has 
not intervened a moment when I did not feel the warmeſt 
gratitude and attachment to my conſtituents. I have been 
true to my Sovereign, and to the CAUSE of the people. 
The ſpirit of LIBERTY, and not of PARTY, has guided all 


my actions: for conduct like this, I have now the appro- 


bation of my own heart, and if that approbation i is echoed 
back by your voices at the enſuing poll, I ſhall eſteem it 
the beſt reward an honeſt man can receive. 

I am aware that there muſt be many who have not re- 
ceived a perſonal application from me; but let me aſſure 
them, that there has been No DELAY on my part: it was 
at once my duty and my inclination to pay my reſpects to 
every individual, but the difficulty of procuring a correct 
liſt will, I hope, plead my excuſe. I beg leave once more 
to ſay, that it is not a ſeat in parliament I covet ſo much 
{however reſpectable in itſelf) as the honour, of again re- 
_ preſenting the county of Middleſex. It is an honeſt ambi- 


tion, and if I am ſo happy as to ſucceed, it ſhall be the 


endeavour of my life to juſtify your choice by the upright- 
neſs of my conduct, and to prove myſelf, 


GENTLEMEN, 
„ A friend to civil liberty, 
Nara, And your moſt obliged and 


Faithful humble ſervant, 
W. BEAUCHAMP worre 


. — —— 
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Mr GLVNN's third Addreſs 
To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of 


6 
CEN TLEMEN,. = 


"OE 


Cockes 8 death to the iſſuing of the writ, ſufficient 
| opportunity | has been; given to my adverſaries to avail them 
ſelves of every advantage to oppoſe my election; z yet they 


20K 
do not ſeem to be contented with this delay. Meaſures 


have been purſued by ſome perſons, (who have no right to 
inteffere at all in the choice of a repreſentative _ of the 
cople) it in Sender to prolong and delay, as well as to em- 
oh ſs and perplex the poll. | | 
I truſt, however, that as the poll for this county has al- 
ways hitherto been finiſhed in one day, it will likewiſe be 
Ms this time. It is entirely in the breaſt of the ſheriffs to 
take ſuch meaſures as may tend to conclude it, as uſual in 
one day, with eaſe and convenience to the freeholders. As 
ſoon as I know the determination of the ſheriffs in that 
reſpect, I will, without delay, inform you of it; and will 
at the ſame time lay before you all that has paſſed on this 
ſubject: for I hold myſelf equally accountable to you, for 
my conduct whilſt I am a candidate for your favour, as {8 
ſhall think myſelf if choſen to repreſent you in parliament. 
> The ſhortneſs of the days makes me more particularly 
| requeſt your early attendance, as it is probable the poll 
0 will begin at nine in the morning. 
1 am, G ENT LE ME N, 
„ 5 Your moſt faithful and obedient 
9 ee K g gf 1 Humble ſervant, 
8 Nov. _— OY 10. rx. 
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On the day of election the candidates appeared on the 
huſtings at half an hour after eight; ; and the ſheriffs came 

at ten minutes after nine. N otw-ithſtanding this, the . 

ing of the poll was delayed till near eleven. 

One of the narrow avenues leading to Brentford Butts 
was occupied very early by a hired mob, with bludgeons, 
bearing favours in their hats, inſcribed, Wo Proctor and 
t liberty.“ — A much larger, but very compact body, 

armed as the former, and with the ſame diſtinctions, were 
planted near the huſtings on an eminence, and in a diſpo- 
fition which was evidently the arrangement of an expe- 
| rienced ſerjeant. The reſt of theſe banditti were ſtationed 
in different quarters of the town, to ſtrike a general terror 
into the honeft part of the freeholders. There was beſides 
a corps de reſerve, which was to ſally forth on Pl e 
given. 

When theſe diſpoſitions were ſecured, 2 * party « of 
butchers, in the ſame intereſt, traverſed the town, and 
inſulted the huſtings with marrow-bones and cleayer s. 
When Sir William Beauchamp Proctor's numbers were 

nearly exhauſted, and the courſe of the poll declared de- 
ciſvely for Mr. Serjeant Glynn, (who had ſtill great num- 
bers unpolled) THE SIGNAL WAS GIVEN. An in- 
ſtantaneous and furious, but regular attack was made on the 
huſtings. The ſheriffs, the candidates, the clerks, the 
poll-books, all vaniſhed in a moment. The whole town 
was preſently a ſcene of blood. It was not enough to 
knock down an unhappy man : the blow was followed till 
he was utterly diſabled. Thoſe who have been expoſed to 
riots declare they never faw ſuch cruelty. All doors and 
windows were barricadoed. There was no ſhelter. No- 
thing was ſafe. Nor can any thing equal the univerſal con- 
ſternation of the frightened people, but the abhorrence and 
execration with which every tongue repeated the name of 
Proctor. 


ere 5 


— 
It appears from every account of the proceedings at 


Brentford, that the people who began the riot there were 
the friends of the court candidate; and in particular it is 


7* affirmed, that when the Irith chairmen, and the profeſſed 


bruiſers at their head, had proceeded ſo far in their cruel 


and villainous intention of murdering and wounding the 


1 danger of loſing their lives; one gentleman went up to the 
court candidate, and expoſtulated with him on the. baſe 


conduct of his mb. My mob!” ſaid the courtier; © Yes, 
Sir,“ ſaid the gentleman, your mob] and added, «: Sir, 
] infiſt upon your ſpeaking to thoſe fellows. who are 
% knocking down the people there.” But the courtier 


|| refuſed to fay any thing to appeaſe their fury; upon which 


-+ the: gentleman who had ſpoke to him, finding himſelf in 
danger of life, ſeized him by the great coat, and ſhewed 
his ſtar to the armed ruffians, who inſtantly took off. their 
hats and huzza'd him. While the ruthans were thus 
huzzaing, the gentleman eſcaped. | | 

Next day was wrote, in capitals, on moſt of the walls 
at Brentford, No Proctor - No-murderer. ! + 
When the above villains had cleared the .huſtings, they | 
went into the town of Brentford, and attacked the Caſtle 
inn, (which was one of Mr. Glynn's houſes) and made 
conſiderable havock in it. The inhabitants of the town, 


obſerving this miſchief, and beginning to fear their own 


houſes. would next be deſtroyed,” a general indignation aroſe 


amongſt them. They ſallied out, and attacked the villains 
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with great ſpirit, and drove them out of the town. Re- 
ſentment then taking place in the breaſts of ſome of them, 
they vented the remainder of their rage upon one or two 
of the houſes opened for the court candidate. 54 
In conſequence of the above interruption of the. * 
ow. ſheriffs applied to the Houſe. of Commons that very 


N. 


— J. ne eee 


evening & 


evening, and declared ſeveral of the poll-books were miſ- 
ſing; upon which the Houſe ordered that the poll ſhould 
be adjourned” to Monday, December 12, and in the mean 
time directed the ſheriffs to make diligent ſearch after the 
poll-books, and to report the ſame to the Houſe, who 
would fit on Saturday the 1oth' for that purpoſe. The ſhe- 
riffs found all the books, and acquainted the Houſe of it; 
Who finding that the ſheriffs had not examined them, di- 
rected the books to be carefully inſpected in the- preſence 
of the candidates, and if the candidates and they were la- 
| go on with the poll on Wedneſday the 14th: 

0p Monday, the 12th, the ſtate of the poll-books was 
| accordingly examined at the Crown and Anchor tavern, in 
the Strand, when it appeared there Was a majority of 147 
for Mr. Serjeant Glynn. There was a differente of ſeven 
* votes between the ſheriffs and checque- books, which the 
> Serjeant generoully gave up. We now return to the can- 


11 didates, , in conſequence of the riot. 5 Send 


} To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Fr echolders of 
| the County of Middleſex. 


. 
7 


GENT LEMEN, | 
H E warm profeſſions of 'gratitude, ſo frequently 
made by thoſe who feel no gratitude for their con- 

ſtituents, becauſe the means by which they ſucceed take 
off all obligation, make me at a loſs for terms to expreſs 
myſelf on ſo ſignal, ſo generous, and ſo glorious a nt 
„ as I have met with from you. 

Every means employed, and every influence exerted dur- 
ing a fix months canvaſs, have not been able to divert a 
111 great 


* 


tisfied, no erazures, &c. had been made in rn then to 7 
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great majority of you from eſpouſing the cauſe of a candi- 
didate, whom you. ſuppoſed a friend to the CAUSE OF 
THE. PEOPLE, and in whom you heped to find a zea- 
lous and diſigtereſted defender of the rights and liberties of 
his country. 

Honour or 8 wilt Fra Be me, in FS ſame 
meaſure as my future conduct ſhall anſwer or diſappoint your 
expectations. I do not owe your ſupport to any perſonal 
friendſhip or connections, and am therefore free, even from 
the temptation of leaning to them: my obligations are to 
* the public, and to the public I will return them. 
| F or my conduct i in the courſe of this election, I can ap- 

T peal « even to my adverſaries; and the truth of my declara- 
tion to you has been moſt convincingly proved, by the in- 
„ famous behaviour of my opponents, in the lawleſs interrup- 
tion of the poll, when a mob of HIR ED ruffians were, at a 
fi nal, let looſe upon the peaceable, unarmed, and inoffen- 
| five frecholders of the county of Middleſex, in order to de- 
ſtroy thoſe whom they could not corrupt, and to wreſt from 


them by violence that freedom of election, which every | 


; undue and unconſtitutional interpoſition had failed to over- 
| throw. | | 

| The ſheriffs, and every perſon preſent, were witneſſes 
of a ſcene never before exhibited at an election. A deſ- 
ö deſperate ſet of armed ruffians, with Liberty and Proctor in 
their hats, without the leaſt oppoſition, without the leaſt 
j provocation, or cauſe of quarrel, deſtroyed thoſe who did 
. not lift up a hand i in their defence. Sir William, to whom 
| I called to go with me and face this mob, made no anſwer, 
* and left me: I remained the laſt man upon the huſtings. 

I: n However, I live, Gentlemen, to aſſert not ſo much 
election, as your rights; and I pledge myſelf to you, that 
your blood ſo wantonly ſhedyeſterday, {hall be vindicated, and 


; the charge brought homme both to the hired and the birers. 


The more exalted their ſtations; and the more Srivileged 
their perſons, the louder is the call for juſtice, and the 
more neceſſary its execution. Whether as your repre- 
ſentative, or as a private Gentleman, I pledge myſelf 

to you to go eargugh with ue lerer or to ——_— in 
the attempt. | | 

The freedom of a county election is the laſt ſacred pri- 
vilege we have left; and it does not become any honeſt 
Engliſhman to wiſh to ſurvive it. For my own part, I 
will not. And if by this declaration I may ſeem to depart 
from that moderation which has always particularly marked 
| my character, it is becauſe I think tameneſs in a cauſe like 
this is infamy. There is virtue ſtill left in this country ; ; 
| we are come to a criſis, and the conſequence | of this 
„ ſtruggle will determine whether we ſhall be ſlaves or free. | 
It is at preſent depending before the Houſe of Commons 
; what meaſures ſhall be next purſued in regard to this 
election. When they have decided, I will give you the 


that you will not deſert yourſelves. 

| Iam, GENTLEMEN, 

; Wo Your moſt grateful and 
f Bloomſbury-Square, F aithful humble N 


the County of Middleſex. 
GENTLEMEN, 
obtain your eſteem by fair and honourable means, 


; and as in that ag time, as well as on the preſent occa - 
ſion, 


| earlieſt notice poſſible ; and I promiſe you that no diſcou- 
ragement ſhall ever make me deſert you, who have thewn 


Dec. 9, 1768. J OHN GLYN N, 


To the nm Clergy * F en of . 


8 J have endeavoured, in a courſe of twenty years, to 
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the County of MippIESEX. 


canvaſs, I was in hopes that every topic of defamation had 


ſion, you have laid the moſt laſting obligations on me, 1 
with I could now find words adequate to the ſentiments I 
feel towards the FREE and INDEPENDENT ELECTORS of 


\ Calumniated as I have TRY a long depending 


been exhauſted; and I never expected that the daring and 


tumultuous interruption of laſt Thurſday's poll would have 


been aſcribed to me in ſo illiberal and inflammatory a ſtile 


as my antagoniſt has thought proper to uſe. For his con- 


duct in the courſe of this buſineſs the Serjeant appeals to 


me; and I appeal to the ſenſe of mankind, whether a BAND 
of WRITERS has not been let looſe: to be the ASSASSINS of 


My REPUTATION ? Whether the Serjeant has not, in a 


manner unworthy of a GENTLEMAN and a LAWYER, 
exerted every effort to ſet up USAGE in oppoſition to the 
LAW « of the 1 LAND, and endeavoured, in a DICTATORIAL 
MANNER, to compel, the ſheriffs to cloſe the poll- in one 


day,” to the prejudice of the electors, and in violation of 


the authority. veſted in the returning officers, by the wiſ- 


dom of the legiſlature | ? 


My hopes, Gentlemen, were grafted upon your voices, 


and the FULL SENSE of. the county. I have ever fo con- 
ducted myſelf f in life, that I might reaſonably think the 
character, which the whole tenor of my actions has eſta- 
bliſhed, would be ſufficient to repel a charge of outrage 


and inhumanity. But I will not content myſelf with that 


refutation: I here declare in form, that not a ſingle man, 


nor any ſet of .men, ever received from me, nor ever will 


receive directly or indirectly, the wages of i iniquity. 1 affirm | 


upon my honour, that I never was conſcious of a deſign to 


diſturb the. public peace. My agents had poſitive inſtruc- 


tions to obſerve the utmoſt regularity, and to take care that 


the * they might employ to aſſiſt my friends and me 
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at the pol nn to the uſuage of all conteſted popular 
E elections) ſhould conſider themſelves as aſſiſtants to the 
8 civil magiſtrate; I had no reaſon to be alarmed at my op- 
4 ponent's numbers on the poll books; it was my intereſt that 
the election ſhould be conducted quietly, and I leave it to 
every thinking man to judge, whether a candidate, who 
knew he was not firſt upon the poll, and had actually five 
hundred voters then ready, ſhould defire abruptly and 


turned in his favour? I once more ſay, I never in my life 
'# hired a man for evil purpoſes, and my heart could never 
conſent to a meaſure of violence and barbarity. 


| appeared i in the hats of ruffians, how that might be con- 
trived by the election- arts of my adverſaries, need not now 
to be mentioned. If my antagoniſt was willing to face the 
mob, he had more confidence in a deſperate banditti than I 
could have. To eſcape from their fury was all that I could 
ö propoſe to myſelf, and I aver that I was not only truck, but 


th ſurvived the dangers of that day as well as the Serjeant, and 
I promiſe that it ſhall be to as good purpoſes as that gentle- 
man can aſſume. It ſhall be to bring this dark tranſaction 
into open day-light, and to ſhew the world who has been 
the man of blood. 

Ihe means of doing this are now in a great meaſure in 
my. power, and the whole of the evidence ſhall be reſerved, 
not for incendiary libels, but for the courts of law. 

The Houſe of Commons has interpoſed to preſerve the 
freedom of election. It was the opinion of my counſel, 
when a riot was artfully talked of by my opponents, above 
an hour before it happened, that the ſheriffs in that caſe 
ſhould reſort immediately to the protection of parliament. 
That meaſure has been purſued ; the Houſe. has approved 
Kkk of 


** i" wt 


{| riotouſly to cloſe the buſineſs, before the majority had been | 


If A SIGNAL WAS GIVEN 3 if PROCTOR AND LIBERTY 


that 1 was in the utmoſt peril of my life. I have, however, 
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of it: and now in full confidence that lawleſs men will not 
dare again to invade the rights of the Freeholders, I pre- 


i 
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& ſume once more to ſolicit your appearance in my favour on 
Wedneſday next. | 
I ſhall ever remain, 
With the moſt unfeigned eſteem and gratitude, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obliged, and 
Bruton-ſtreet, Moſt faithful ſervant, 


Dec. 10,1768. W. BEAUCHAMP PROCTOR, 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of 
the County of Middleſex. 


GENTLEMEN, 
Vs the election ſtands adjourned to Monday next, by 
order of the Houſe of Commons to the Sheriffs, I 
beg leave to return my hearty thanks to thoſe of my friends, 
who have already polled, and requeſt the attendance and 
votes of the reſt of the Freeholders in my behalf. 
As the unhappy diſturbance which interrupted the poll on 
Thurſday laſt, was contrary to my intereſt and expreſs 
wiſhes, ſo I beg leave to aſſure the county, that all poſſible 
means ſhall be uſed on my part to 1 peace and good 
order. 
As the Sheriffs are now acting under the direction of the 
{ Houſe of Commons, I truſt nobody will be hardy enough 
for the future to violate the freedom of the election, and 
the right of the Frecholder. 
I have the honour to be, GENTLEMEN, 
F Your moſt obliged, and faithful humble ſervant, 
J Bruton-ftrert,: W. BEAUCHAMP PROCTOR. 8 
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the County of Middleſex. 
GENTLEMEN, | 

HE dangerous tumults and diſorders which attended 
the laſt election, having raiſed a general alarm in 
the minds of the Frecholders; I found it to be the earneſt 
with of many of my friends, and therefore I thought it ne- 
ceſſary for me to take every lawful meaſure to ſecure them 
from inſult; but I do ſolemnly and publicly aver, that no 
perſons were engaged by me, or on my behalf, to commit 
any riot or diſorder whatever; on the contrary, the ſtrongeſt 
injunctions were repeatedly given on my part, to avoid 
making any diſturbance, to obſerve the moſt perfect good 

order, and afſſiſt the peace-officers, if called upon. 
I am every moment receiving informations upon oath, 


which confirm the ſuſpicion I at firſt entertained, that 
1 the interruption of the poll at Brentford, was a ſcheme 


artfully calculated by my enemies, to ſerve their purpoſes, 
and their imputation of it to me, is wickedly deſigned to 


prejudice me in the good opinion of the Freeholders of | 
this county, whoſe kind attachment to me will, I hope, 


be as little ſhaken by this baſe artifice, as it has been by 


the many illiberal and falſe charges which were thrown 4 


againſt me during the canvals. 


Relying that due obedience will be paid to the orders of + 


the Houſe of Commons, I truſt, that no perſon will dare to 


diſturb the future proceeding in the poll, or commit any 


inſult, or breach of the peace, which it always has been, 


| and ſtill is my intereſt, my wiſh, and earneſt endeayour to 


preſerve ; and in which 1 heartily deſire the concurrence of 
all my friends. 

I am, GENTLEMEN, your faithful and 
Bruton-Streee, Obedient humble ſervant, 
Dec. 12, 1768. W. BEAUCHAMP PROCTOR. 
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To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and F recholders of 
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To the K Giergy, and Freeholders of - 
| the County of M iddleſex. 


GENTLEMEN, 


1* M extremely concerned that my friends thould, i in 
conſequence of the violences at Brentford, be un- 
avoidably ſubjected to ſuch continued uncertainty. The 
& poll, which ſtood adjourned till Monday, is this day, by 
| order of the Houſe of Commons, further adjourned till 
| I Wedneſday next. I am purſuaded, from your zeal and 
3 3 kindneſs, that you will not fail to be prepared. If a fur- 
| ther alteration ſhould ariſe, you. ſhall receive timely notice. 
| I am, GENTLEMEN, 
With the greateſt reſpect and gratitude, | 
Your moſt obliged, and 

. Moſt faithful ſervant, _ f 

JOHN GLY 2 


9 
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® Va H EREAS my adverſary has publicly confeſſed, 

| that he, or his agents, did hire certain perſons, 

| under pretence of aſſiſting him and his friends at the poll, 

1 according (as he faith) to the uſage of all conteſted popular 1 

elections, who were (according to his declaration) to be 

| affiftant to the civil magiſtrate : in anſwer to an attempt | 

1 | | to charge me with the tumults committed on Thurſday laſt, 

| | I ſubmit to the public the following affidavit; from whence | 

j | it may be Judged, whether the guilt of that day ought to 
| be imputed to the perſon who confeſſes he did, or the per- 

ſon who voluntarily ſwears he did not hire perſons to be | 

= | preſent at the election, who had no legal call to be there. 


JOHN GLYNN. 
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OHN GLYNN, of Bloomſbury-Square, in * county 


* 


of Middleſex, Eſq; maketh oath that he did not, nor 
| to his knowledge or belief did any agent, friend, ſervant, 
or any other perſon whatſoever, hire or employ any perſon 
or perſons, except the coachmen who drove the carriages, 
or perſons neceſſary to attend the horſes, under any pretence 
[ whatſoever, to be at Brentford, or any other place on the 
4 day of election; nor did this deponent pay, or undertake 
| to pay, by himſelf, agent, friend, ſervant, or any other 
45 


— 


perſon whatſoever, any perſon or perſons but the clerks 
employed in taking the poll: and this deponent further 
ſaith, that he will not, under any pretence whatſoever, 
hire, employ, or ſuffer to the beſt of his power, any perſon 
or perſons to be hired or employed, or to be preſent at the 
election to-morrow, or any future day, except the perſons 
ſo hired and employed as aforeſaid ; and to the beſt of this 
deponent's belief, no perſon whatſoever in his intereſt wi 
hire or employ any other perſons to be preſent at the 
election; and this deponent verily, believes the perſons who 


4 
= commenced the outrage at the poll were the perſons hired 


by Sir William Beauchamp Proctor, or his agents; but this 
deponent verily believes that the perſons who aſſaulted Sir 
William Beauchamp Proctor, and the houſe to which he 
retreated, were not the ſame perſons who commenced the 
outrage, but other perſons who had been aſſaulted by them; 
and this deponent did not know of the aſſault on Sir Wil- 
liam, or the houſe, till after it was committed. 


JOHN GLYNN. 


_ Sworn 13 Dec. 1768, before me, 
JOHN COX. 
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To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Frecholders of 


% holders to come and poll, or the books would be cloſed ; 
| and having waited half an hour, and none coming, they 


2 


To the Electors of MipplESsEx, in the Intereſt o — 


Sir WILLIAM BEAUCHA M PROCTOR. \ 


I'R William Beauchamp Proctor begs leave to acquaint 

his friends, who have not yet polled, that the poll at 
Brentford comes on this morning, at nine of the clock; 
when he hopes for the honour of their appearance in his 
favour, which he will ever eſteem as the higheſt obligation. 


Dec. 14, 1768. 


the County of Middleſex. 


GENTLEMEN, 
R. Serjeant Glynn earneſtly intreats all his friends, 
| who may be at Brentford to-morrow, to reſtrain 
their indignation, and carefully to refrain from any a& of 
outrage or inſult, as nothing can be ſo contrary to Mr. 
Glynn's wiſhes, or ſo likely to defeat his ſucceſs, as the 
breach of order or decency by any of his friends. 
Bloomſbury-Square, 
Dec. 13, 1768. 


On Wedneſday morning, Dec. 14, the poll eee 
at Brentford, and continued till about three o'clock in the 
afternoon; which was as remarkable for peace, decency, 
order, and regularity, as it was for riot, diſorder, and con- 
fuſion, the firſt day. The ſheriffs having made proclama- 


tion round the huſtings, in the uſual form, for the free- 


adjourned 


22275 
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N — . 
adjourned to an adjacent houſe to caſt up the numbers. In 
about an hour they returned, and proclaimed the numbers 


to be, 


; 


For Mr. Serjeant Glynn — 1542 
For Sir W. B. Proctor — 1278 | 

Whereupon Mr. Glynn was by the ſheriffs declared duly | 
elected. 

All the Serjeant's friends were particularly ſolicitous in 
preſerving peace and quietneſs. And at Hyde- park corner, 
where the riot was at the time of Mr. Wilkes's election, 
every thing was now perfectly peaceable; many thouſands 
of hand- bills were diſtributed, requeſting the public to re- 
ſtrain their indignation upon the affair of the former day. 

When the poll ended, Sir William thought proper to re- 
tire: he was conducted from the huſtings, and quictly 
through the people, to his own carriage, by Mr. Allen, 
whom before he had ſo cruelly abandoned to the fury of 
his mob, and ſeveral of Mr. Glynn's other friends; to whoſe 
civility he politely returned thanks. X 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and F reeholders of 
the County of Middleſex. 


GENTLEME N, 


| HE ſucceſs, with which your public virtue and per- 
. ſeverance have been crowned, gives me a ſatisfaction 
equal to the honour it reflects on you. My thanks will 
beſt be expreſſed by my future conduct, which alone can F 
determine whether I am, or am not, worthy of that gene- 
J. rous ſupport I have met with from you. You have tri- 

$ umphed over every intereſt, over every diſcouragement, 
E and have ſhewn yourſelves, in the diſcharge of your duty w 
| to 
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to your cout try, equ ally unblaſſed by hope or by fear. 
May you meet with the ouly reward you. look for — thc 
confirination of all your rights, the enjoyment of all your 
liberties |! | ö 

As my private advantage and honour were by no means 
the motives of your exertion in my behalf, ſo neither ſhall 
they be the objects of my aQions.—I conſider the choice 
you have made of me for your Repreſentative as the moſt 
authentic declaration of your abhorrence of thoſe arbitrary 


and oppreſſive meaſures which have too long diſgraced the 


adminiſtration of theſe kingdoms, and which, if purſued, 


1 cannot fail to deſtroy our moſt excellent conſtitution. 
fl hope that your example will lead other counties alſo to 
aſſert their independence; and that the ſacred flame of 

liberty, which always aſcends, will reach at length the 


higher orders of this nation, and warm them likewiſe to a 


\ diſdain of offering or accepting the wages of corruption. 


f Again and again, Gentlemen, I congratulate and thank 


you; and ſhall eſteem thoſe the happieſt moments of my 


life, in which I ſhall be employed in paying off that great 

debt of gratitude which by your kindneſs I 
You ſhall always find me, 

' GENTLEMEN, >> 

Your moſt grateful and faithful 


| Bloomſbury-Square, Humble Servant, 


Dee. 14, 1768. JOHN GLYNN. 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Frochaliers of 
the County of Middleſex. 


GENTLEMEN, 
HE profeſſions of eſteem and gratitude f ſo n 
made by me in the courſe of the late canvaſs, were 


not the meer faſhionable ſtile of election language; they 
ſprung 


— HAS 


mmm — . — DOGG 


| 


4 . bee 


. 2 000 


2 1 
2 


ſprung from enn and were the real dictates of my 
heart, which will ever remain unalterable; permit me, 


therefore, to offer my moſt ſincere acknowledgements for 


the generous ſupport I received from ſo confiderable a num- 
ber of Gentlemen of the higheſt character and fortune, and 
other Freeholders of the county: and although it Has not 
been attended with the deſired ſucceſs, you will give me 
leave to return you, in this public manner, my beſt and 
moſt grateful thanks for that additional mark of your 
friendſhip | and attachment, and to aſſure vou that 1 ſhall 
ever remain, 4 | 
| GENTLEMEN, 

, Your moſt devoted, obliged, and obedient 


Humble Servant, 


W. BEAUCHAMP PROCTOR. 
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To the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders of 


the County of Middleſex. 


| GENTLEMEN, 


HOLD myſelf accountable to you for every action of 

my life, which reſpects the public. I deſire to ſtand or 
fall by your free and unbiaſſed judgment. I wiſh to be 
directed by your counſel and inſtruction in all matters of 
importance. It is my great ambition to ſhew myſelf not 
quite unworthy of the choice you have made of me as your 
repreſentative, nor of being the colleague of the worthy 
patriot, Mr. GLynx, whom I thank you for or having Joined 


| with me in this facred truſt. 
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I take the earlieſt opportunity, Gentlemen, of ſtating to 
you the following particulars : I cauſed to be printed and 


i publiſhed, in the St. James's Chronicle of December the 
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roth, a lager of the 3 of State, written from St. 
James's on the 17th of K* to Mr. Juſtice Ponton®, with 
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line of your duty, And though I am perſuaded it is unneceſſary to ſug- 
geit to you, or the gentlemen who will meet you, any part of your duty 
upon ſuch an occaſion, yet, after the recent alarming inſtances of riot 


conduct in the civil magiſtrate. As I have no reaſon to doubt your 


ſome 
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Copy of the letter referred to: 

SI R, 3 St. James's, April 17, 1768. 
„HAVING already fignified the King's pleaſure to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of the county in which you reſide, with regard to the meaſures to 
be taken, in general, for preſerving the peace, at a time that ſo very 
riotous a diſpoſition hath diſcovered itſelf among the common people; I 


make no doubt but either ſome ſteps have, or will immediately be taken 


by him on that head : and I take it for granted, that, as chairman of 
the ſeſſions, you will meet the gentlemen who act in the commiſſion of 


the peace for the borough of Southwark and eaſt hundred of Brixton, to 


conſult together, and fix upon ſome plan, for ſecuring the public tran- 


. quility againſt any miſchiefs which may happen, ſhould the ſame inde- 
© cent ſpirit of tumult and diſorder, which has appeared in the city and 


liberties of Weſtminſter, ſpread itſelf to thoſe parts which are within the 


and confuſion, I cannot help apprizing you, that much will depend upon 
the preventive meaſures which you ſhall, in conjunction with the other 
gentlemen in the commiſſion of the peace, take upon your, meeting ; 
and much is expected from your vigilance and activity with which ſuch 
meaſures will be carried into execution, when I inform you, that every 
poſſible precaution is taken to ſupport the dignity of your office, that 
upon application from the civil magiſtrate at the Tower, the Savoy, or 
the War-Office, he will find a military force, ready to march to his 
aſſiſtance, and to act according as he ſhall find it expedient and ne- 
ceſſary. I need not add, that if the public peace is not preſerved, and 


if any riotous proceedings which may happen are not ſuppreſſed, the 


blame will moſt probably be imputed to a want of prudent and ſpirited 


caution and diſcretion in not calling for troops till hey are wanted, ſo, 
on the other hand, I hope you will not delay a moment calling for their 
aid, and making uſe of them effectually, where there is occaſion; that 
occaſion always preſents itſelf when the civil power is trifled with and 


inſulted ; nor can a military force ever 8 employed to a more conſti- 
* « tutional 
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| ſome prefatory remarks. 5 avow the publication of both,” 
Iwill go further, and declare that I firſt, ſeveral months 


ago, tranſmitted to the preſs the letter of the Secretary at 


A War, dated May the 11th, returning thanks in the King's 


name to the officers and ſoldiers of the third regiment of 
Guards, for the rank and foul murders committed in theſe 
fields on the roth of that month. My hand trembled 
while I copied what I bluſhed to read, and I gave it to the 
public in the only way my preſent ſituation could admit, 
with the hope of promoting a parliamentary enquiry into 
that bloody tranſaction, which I truſt this ſecond publica- 
tion will now accompliſh, and becauſe I think this free 
nation has a right to be fully informed of the conduct of 
adminiſtration in fo important a concern as the loſs of the 


lives of many ſubjects. 


Adminiſtration complains of me for hank publiſhed the 
letter of the Secretary of State. I complain to the nation 
that ſuch a letter has been written. This is not a letter 
on any perſonal buſineſs or pleaſure. I would have ſcorned 
to have publiſhed any ſuch. This letter was from a Secre- 
tary of State to the Chairman of the quarter- ſeſſions at 
Lambeth, and is written in characters of blood. It affects 
deeply the conſtitution of this country, and every man in 

our 
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“ tutional purpoſe, than in ſupport of the authority and dignity of ma- 

giſtracy. 
« T am, &c. *, 

P. S. I have, for the greater caution, ſent copies of this letter to the 

members for the borough, and Mr. Pownal. If you ſhould have 

received no directions from Lord Onſlow for a meeting, you will con- 

5 ſider this as ſufficient authority for that purpoſe. | 


To Daniel Ponton, Eſq; chairman of the 
<« quarter-ſeſſions at Lambeth.” 
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our illand. I will at preſent leave it to the honeſt indig- 
nation of every Engliſhman. I ſhall now only add, that 
if I have not given to the public a moſt accurate and faith- 8 
ful copy, I aſk pardon of the Secretary of State. If I 
have, then I will fay, that for the innocent blood of our 
countrymen ſpilt in conſequence of that letter, the writer 
ought to aſk forgiveneſs of God and his country, and paſs 
the remainder of his life in penitence and tears. 


I am, with great deference and eſteem, 


' GENTLEMEN, 


Your faithful and obedient, 


King' s-Bench Priſon, Humble ſervant, 


JOHN WILKES. 
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Our readers are deſired to excuſe the omiſſions we have been guilty of, in 
not giving place to the following particulars, according to their reſpective 


To his Moſt Sacred Majeſty King GEORGE *. 
8 IRE, | FE: | 
BEG thus to throw myſelf at your Majeſty's feet, and ſupplicate the 

A mercy and clemeney which ſhine with ſuch luſtre among your princely 


virtues. & In, 
Some former Miniſters, whom your Majeſty, in condeſcenſion to the wiſhes |. 


of your people, thought proper to remove, employed every wicked and de- 
ceitful act to oppreſs your ſubject, and to avenge their own perional cauſe - 
on him, whom they imagined to be the principal author of bringing to public 
view their ignorance, inſufficiency, and treachery to your Majeſty and the ; 
nation. | | 
T have been the innocent and unhappy victim of revenge. I was forced : 
by their injuſtice and violence into exile, which I have never ceaſed to con- 
＋. ſider, for many years, as the moſt cruel oppreſſion ; becauſe I could no longer a 
be under the benign influence of your Majeſty in the land of liberty. 
With a heart full of zeal for the ſervice of your Majeſty and my country, 4 
1 implore, Sire, your clemency. My only hopes of pardon are founded in 
the great goodneſs and benevolence of your Majeſty; and every day of free- E 
dom you may be graciouſly pleaſed to permit me the enjoyment of, in my ; 
dear native land, ſhall give proofs of my zeal and attachment to your ſervice. | 


JOHN WILKE S. 


To Thomas Nuthall, and Thomas Francis, Eſqrs. i 


The Solicitor and Deputy Solicitor of the Treaſury . 
GENTLEMEN, | 
Take the liberty of acquainting you, that in the beginning of the enſuing i 

A term TI ſhall preſent myſelf to the court of King's-Bench. I pledge my 
honour as a Gentleman, that on the very firſt day f I will there make my per- 


ſonal appearance, 


Iam, S I R, ut 
London, | Your moſt humble ſervant, 
March 22, 1768. JOHN WILKES. 
N nn On z, 
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* This letter ſhould have been inſerted in p. 156, before the addreſs to the Livery of London. 
＋ Page 159, before the ſtate of the city poll, is the proper place for this letter. 
4 April 2c, 1768. 
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On the 2oth of April, in the morning, Mr. Wilkes came from his lodgings 


in Prince's-Row, near Great George-Street, Weſtminſter, in a hackney 
chair, to the Parliament coffee-houſe in Old Palace-Yard, being preceded 
by three gentlemen, who moſt preſſingly recommended ſilence and good 
order to the populous, as did Mr. Wilkes alſo from the chair. He ſtaid at 
the coffee -houſe till the court was fat, and then went the back way into 
court, where his ſurrender WAS NOT ACCEPTED. The matter 
was argued by council, and, it was determined, that according to law, Mr, 
Wilkes ſhould have Turrendered himſelf to the Sheriff. The pleadings of 
the counſel laſted till near two o'clock, when Mr. Wilkes left the court, 
and withdrew to the coffee-houſe for ſome time; and afterwards with his 
brother and two gentlemen, went in a hackney-coach over Weſtminſter- 
bridge, into Surry, attended by a great multitude of people, who obſcrved 
great peace and good order. Notwithſtanding there was ſo great a crowd 
in Weltminſter-hall, there was not the leaſt diſturbance or interruption to 
the public peace, the hall and entrance into court being lined by the con- 
- ſtables under the immediate direction and inſpection of Mr. Juſtice Welch, 
and the other magiſtrates of the city and liberty of Weſtminſter. The 
Judges, &c. were attended to Weſtminſter-hall by a greater number of 
conſtables than uſual, and the conſtables and beadles in the city of Weſt- 
minſter, mounted guard at the watch-houſes, but no crowd gathered, nor 
was any noiſe heard, though great numbers left town for fear of riots, &c. 


On ſurrendering himſelf at the bar, Mr. Wilkes made the following ſpeech : 


My LORDS, 
CCORDING to the voluntary promiſe I made to the public, I now 
appear before this ſovereign court of juſtice, to ſubmit myſelf in every 
thing to the Jaws of my country. | 
Two verdicts have been found againſt me. One is, for the republication 
of the North-Briton, No. 453 the other, for the publication wth a Judicrous 
Poem. 
As to the republication of the number of the North Briton, I cannot yet 
{ce that there is the ſmalleſt degree of guilt. I have often read and examined 


with care that famous paper. I know that it is in every part founded on the 


ſtrongeſt 
55 


. 
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ſtrongeſt evidence of facts. I find it full of duty and reſpe& to the Pl 
of the King, although it arraigns, in the ſevereſt manner, the conduct of 
his Majeſty's then Miniſters, and brings heavy charges home to them. I am 


perſuaded they were well grounded, becauſe every one of thoſe Miniſters has 
ſince been removed. No one inſtance of falſhood has yet been pointed out in 
that. pretended libel, nor was the word falſe in the information before this 
court, I am therefore perfectly eaſy under every imputation reſpecting a 
paper, in which truth has guided the pen of the writer, whoever he was, in 
every ſingle line; and it is this circumſtance which has drawn on me, as the 
ſuppoſed author, all the cruelties of miniſterial vengeance. 


has given juſt offence, I will aſſert that ſuch an idea never entered my mind. 
I bluſh again at the recollection that it has been at any time, and in any way, 
brought to the public eye, and'drawn from the obſcurity in which it remained 
under my roof. Twelve copies of a ſmall part of it had been printed in my 
houſe, at my own private preſs, I had carefully locked them up, and T never 


North Briton, bribed one of my ſervants to rob me of the copy, which was 
produced in the Houſe of Peers, and afterwards before this honourable court. 
The nation was juſtly offended, but not with me, for it was evident that I 
had not been guilty of the leaſt offence to the public. I pray God to forgive, 


cealed with care, and which is not even yet publiſhed, if any mY mean- 
ing can be affixed to any word in our e 


But, my Lords, neither of ihe two verdiQs could have been 3 againſt 
me, if the records had not been materially altered without my conſent, and, 
as I am informed, contrary to law. On the evening only before the two trials, 
cauſed the records to be altered againſt 
the conſent of my ſolicitor, and without my knowledge; for a dangerous 
illneſs, ariſing from an affair of honour, detained me at that time abroad. 


The alterations were of the utmoſt importance, and I was in conſequence 
tried the very next day on two new charges, of which I could know nothing. 
I will venture to declare this proceeding unconſtitutional. I am adviſed 
that it is illegal, and that it renders both the verdicts abſolutely void. 


I have ſtood forth, my Lords, in ſupport of the laws againſt the arbitrary 
acts of Miniſters. This court of juſtice, in a ſolemn appeal reſpecting General 
Warrants, ſhewed their ſenſe of my conduct. I ſhall continue to reverence 
the wiſe and mild ſyſtem of Engliſh laws, and this excellent conſtitution, I 
have been much miſrepreſented, but under every ſpecies of * I will 
remain 


As to the other charge againſt me, for the publication of a Poem, which 


gave one to the moſt intimate. friend. Government, after the affair of the 


as I do, the jury who have found me guilty of publiſhing a Poem I con- 
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remain firm and friendly to the monarchy, dutiful and affectionate to 
illuſtrious Prince who wears the crown, and to the whole Brunſwic line, 


: 


As to all nice, intricate- points of law, I am ſenſible how narrow and cir- 


8 cumſcribed my ideas are; but I have experienced the deep knowledge and $ 
great abilities of my counſel. With them I reſt the legal part of my defence, 
ſubmitting every point to the judgment of this honourable court, and to the 

*, 
4 


laws of England. 


END OF THE FIRST PART. 
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In page 86. line 23, for © amiable” read excellent.” | 

168. line 16, for Monday read © Saturday.” 
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